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JERUSALEM, ISRAEL, March 4, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- On October 7th,

2023, the war in Israel brought quite a

bit of sadness to the city, making its

history even more complicated. This

tragic event has not only affected the

people of Israel but has also changed

how the world views Israel.

For many, visiting Israel as a Christian

is a life-changing experience. Israel is a

land filled with history, where ancient

traditions join modern life and

beautiful landscapes create a sense of

wonder. Reading about Israel in the

Bible is powerful, but walking its

streets brings those stories to life.

That’s why, every year, Christians from

around the world come to Jerusalem to

witness the path Jesus is believed to

have taken to His crucifixion over 2,000

years ago.

However, October 7, 2023, became one

of the darkest days in Israel’s history.

The surprise attack by Hamas led to

thousands of deaths, destruction, and

an ongoing humanitarian crisis. With

the war continuing, the region has become more complicated than ever. 

What Happened on October 7, 2023?

On that day, Hamas and other Palestinian factions launched more than 5,000 rockets at Israeli
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cities and infiltrating settlements in the

Gaza Envelope. The attack resulted in

approximately 1,200 Israeli deaths and

thousands of injuries, with 251 people

taken hostage, 73 of whom remain

captive as of February 2025. 

According to Israeli figures, that day

was the worst single-day loss of life for

Jews since the Nazi Holocaust. In quick

retaliation, the Israeli military launched

operations in the Gaza Strip the

following day, which quickly escalated

into a brutal and ongoing conflict. They

declared a state of war and initiated a

large-scale military campaign against

Gaza, involving intense airstrikes and

heavy bombardment. 

As of early 2025, over 48,000 Palestinians have been killed, with more than 111,000 injured.

About 1.93 million people—more than 85% of Gaza’s population—have been displaced. Many

homes, schools, and hospitals have been destroyed, making everyday survival a struggle for

civilians. Around 11,000 people are still missing, either trapped under rubble or in areas that are

difficult for rescue teams to access. 

The Ongoing Humanitarian Crisis

The war has left both Gaza and Israel in crisis. Gaza has been devastated, with 92% of homes

destroyed and 95% of schools wiped out, leaving 1.93 million people displaced, over 85% of

Gaza's population. Over 80% of hospitals and health facilities in Gaza have either been destroyed

or are no longer functional due to continuous airstrikes and shortages of medical equipment. 

Meanwhile, Israel has also suffered. The war has cost the country billions of dollars in military

expenses and rebuilding efforts. Cities have faced rocket attacks, businesses have struggled, and

life has become more uncertain.

Around the world, the conflict has sparked mixed reactions. Some countries strongly support

Israel, saying it has the right to defend itself. Others call for a ceasefire and humanitarian

support for Palestinians. Despite several attempts at peace talks, no resolution has been

reached.

Impact on Jerusalem and Christian Pilgrims



For centuries, Jerusalem has been a sacred city for Christians, Jews, and Muslims. Every year,

people around the world have travelled to sites like the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the

Garden of Gethsemane to reflect on their faith. However, the war has made travel to the region

much more difficult.

Security concerns, airstrikes, and restrictions on movement have affected religious tourism.

Some sacred sites have been damaged, and the atmosphere in the city has changed. Instead of

peace and reflection, visitors now find uncertainty and tension.

Still, as the conflict continues, Jerusalem’s role as a symbol of hope and faith persists. The

ongoing war, including the violence specifically, has taken a toll not just physically but also

emotionally and spiritually. Many religious leaders and peace advocates are calling for the

protection of these sacred places and hope that people of all faiths will one day be able to visit

without fear.

What Happens Now?

As of early 2025, the war is still ongoing. Israel insists that peace can only come if Hamas is

removed, while Hamas demands an end to airstrikes and the blockade on Gaza. Attempts at

ceasefires have failed, and the humanitarian crisis is worsening.

Even with the challenges, aid organizations continue their efforts to provide relief, and

international leaders are pushing for diplomatic solutions. One thing is certain, October 7, 2023,

will be remembered as a turning point in the history of Israel and the Middle East. The impact of

that day is still being felt today, affecting both Israelis and Palestinians, as well as religious

travelers.
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