
Joe Lieberman Is the Antidote to Jewish Fear

Centered: Joe LIeberman Movie

Poster

A New Documentary Explores Leadership, Identity, and

Standing Firm in the Face of Rising Antisemitism.

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, March 12, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- In today’s world, fear is creeping

back into Jewish life. The rise in antisemitic attacks,

hostility toward Jewish identity, and the pressure to

downplay faith in public spaces has left many American

Jews wondering: How visible should we be? How much

should we say? How safe is it to lead with our identity?

These aren’t new questions. They’ve been asked for

generations. But Joe Lieberman answered them in a way

few public figures ever have—without fear, without

compromise, and without apology.

In "Centered: Joe Lieberman," a new documentary

screening nationwide on March 18 & 19 at Regal

Cinemas, audiences will experience the story of a leader

who refused to hide his Judaism or let it be used against

him. "At a time when many feel pressure to assimilate,

stay silent, or step back, Lieberman’s life offers a

different model: step forward, stand your ground, and lead with conviction." said Rob Schwartz,

executive producer of "Centered: Joe Lieberman."
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When Joe Lieberman became the first Jewish candidate on a major party’s presidential ticket in

2000, there was no blueprint for what it meant to be openly, observantly Jewish at that level of

American politics.

Would voters accept a candidate who wouldn’t campaign on Shabbat? Would Americans be

ready for a Jewish vice president? Would he have to distance himself from his identity to be

electable?

Lieberman rejected that last question outright. He prayed before his debate with Dick Cheney.

He never wavered in his observance. He refused to be anything other than fully Jewish and fully
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American.

His career wasn’t defined by playing it

safe. It was defined by doing what he

believed was right—even when it was

unpopular. That kind of moral courage

feels rare today. But it’s exactly what

makes Centered: Joe Lieberman such

an urgent film at this moment.
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Jewish history is full of moments where

fear dictated behavior. The pressure to

keep a low profile, to avoid drawing

attention, to blend in—these instincts

have shaped generations. But

Lieberman lived differently.

At a time when antisemitic rhetoric and

violence are escalating, his story forces

us to ask hard questions:

•  Are we letting fear dictate how we show up in the world?

•  Are we willing to stand up, speak out, and lead when it counts?

At a time when many feel

pressure to assimilate, stay

silent, or step back,

Lieberman’s life offers a

different model: step

forward, stand your ground,

and lead with conviction.”

Rob Schwartz, Executive

Producer

•  Do we believe that being openly Jewish in public life is an

asset—or a liability?

Lieberman’s life proves that hiding is not the answer. He

was attacked for his faith, questioned for his observance,

and doubted by his own allies. He never backed down. He

never apologized for who he was. And America respected

him for it.

That’s the lesson "Centered: Joe Lieberman" leaves us

with.

At a time when Jewish fear is rising, his story is the antidote.
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Joe Lieberman at Hebrew school at

age 13.

Rachel Greenberg

Hidden Light Institute
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