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March 13, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Pet owners often encounter issues

with animals digging under fences,

leading to concerns about safety and

containment. Whether motivated by

curiosity, boredom, or a strong prey

drive, pets that dig beneath fences

pose risks to themselves and others.

Proper fence installation and

reinforcement methods reduce the

likelihood of escapes while ensuring

long-term durability. Anthony

Ostrowski, owner of Tony’s Fencing &

Iron Works in Ponchatoula, Louisiana,

discusses effective ways to prevent pets from digging under fences.

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works is a family-run business that has provided fencing solutions for over

30 years. Their experience in residential and commercial fencing includes securing yards for pet
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owners looking for reliable containment solutions.

Understanding Why Pets Dig Under Fences

Before addressing the issue, identifying the reasons

behind a pet’s digging behavior helps determine the most

effective solution. Several common causes contribute to

this habit:

Seeking Freedom or Exploration – Some pets dig due to

curiosity or an instinct to roam beyond their enclosed

space.

Boredom and Lack of Stimulation – Dogs left alone for extended periods may dig as a form of

entertainment.

Hunting or Prey Drive – Small animals and scents from outside the fence can trigger a pet’s

natural instincts to dig toward a perceived target.
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Temperature Regulation – In warmer climates, some pets dig to create a cool resting area in the

soil.

Anxiety or Separation Issues – Pets experiencing stress or separation anxiety may dig as an

outlet for nervous energy.

Once the underlying motivation is understood, taking steps to modify the fence structure and

yard environment helps prevent unwanted digging.

Reinforcing the Fence Line

Several reinforcement techniques ensure that fences provide reliable containment for pets

prone to digging.

Burying the Bottom of the Fence – Extending fencing material underground prevents pets from

accessing soil at the base of the fence. Metal fencing or wire mesh placed at least 12 inches

below ground creates a solid barrier.

Installing an L-Footer Barrier – Attaching L-shaped wire mesh to the base of the fence and

extending it outward along the ground prevents pets from accessing diggable areas. This

method discourages digging attempts by creating an obstruction.

Using Concrete Footings or Gravel Trenches – Pouring a concrete footer along the fence line or

placing a layer of gravel beneath the fence makes it difficult for pets to dig. Gravel also provides

drainage benefits and discourages pests from burrowing near the fence.

Adding a Digging Deterrent Barrier – Heavy-duty landscaping fabric, pavers, or large rocks placed

along the fence line obstruct access to soil and reduce the ability to dig near the perimeter.

Choosing Pet-Safe Fencing Materials

Selecting appropriate fencing materials reduces the risk of pets damaging the fence while

attempting to dig.

Chain-Link with a Buried Bottom – Traditional chain-link fencing, when installed with a buried

extension, provides a strong and effective barrier against digging.

Vinyl Fencing with Reinforced Edges – Vinyl fences with secure, flush-to-the-ground installation

prevent pets from accessing weak points at the bottom.

Welded Wire or Metal Panels – Heavy-duty wire panels installed with an underground barrier

create a durable containment system that resists damage from digging.

Properly securing fence posts with concrete footings further stabilizes the structure and

prevents movement from repeated digging attempts.

Modifying the Yard Environment

In addition to reinforcing fencing, adjusting the yard environment discourages pets from

digging.

Providing Designated Digging Areas – A section of the yard with loose soil or sand allows pets to

dig in an approved location, reducing the likelihood of unwanted excavation near the fence.

Increasing Physical and Mental Stimulation – Regular exercise, interactive toys, and engagement

activities help reduce boredom-driven digging.



Blocking External Stimuli – Solid fencing or landscaping barriers prevent pets from seeing or

smelling outside distractions that may trigger digging behavior.

Adjusting Ground Cover – Replacing loose soil with materials such as mulch, rubber mats, or

artificial turf reduces the appeal of digging near the fence line.

Addressing Pet Behavior Through Training

Consistent training and supervision reinforce positive behaviors and reduce digging tendencies.

Redirecting Digging Behavior – Offering alternatives such as chew toys or puzzle feeders

provides an engaging distraction from digging.

Using Positive Reinforcement – Rewarding pets for appropriate behavior encourages compliance

with training efforts.

Supervising Outdoor Time – Monitoring pets while they adjust to a secure fencing setup ensures

that unwanted digging is addressed immediately.

Behavioral training, combined with a well-structured fence, helps create a secure environment

for pets while minimizing escape risks.

Long-Term Benefits of Secure Fencing for Pet Owners

Installing a properly reinforced fence not only prevents digging-related escapes but also provides

long-term durability and safety for pets. Secure fencing solutions reduce the likelihood of

injuries, lost pets, and conflicts with neighboring properties. Addressing the root causes of

digging while implementing structural reinforcements ensures a balanced approach to pet

containment.

Ensuring Long-Term Protection with a Secure Fence

Preventing pets from digging under fences requires a strategic approach that includes structural

reinforcements, environmental modifications, and behavioral considerations. Properly installed

and reinforced fencing provides a reliable solution for maintaining a secure and enclosed

environment.

For more than 30 years, fencing solutions have been designed to meet the needs of families,

businesses, and pet owners seeking long-term security. A well-constructed fence serves as more

than just a barrier—it protects property, ensures pet safety, and enhances overall durability.

"Selecting the appropriate fencing materials and reinforcement methods plays a critical role in

preventing digging and maintaining structural integrity," explains Ostrowski. A professionally

installed fence reduces the risk of costly repairs while offering a lasting solution tailored to

specific property requirements. By implementing effective containment strategies, property

owners can invest in a secure, functional, and long-term fencing solution that provides peace of

mind and protection.
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