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Time to Recognize Calypso and Soca as
Distinctive Genres
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recognition as distinct categories RAPSO

within digital music platforms. For over RAPS0.-. €0 RAISO neo xaiso
three decades, composers, arrangers,
and performers of these genres have
faced misclassification, with their
music being wrongly labeled under World, International, Reggae, Dancehall, or Caribbean Pop

genres.

Calypso and Soca Wordart

Despite their growing global presence and cultural influence, this persistent mislabeling
overlooks the rich heritage and unique characteristics of Calypso and Soca, which have
transcended their Caribbean origins to become global cultural touchstones. The misclassification
represents not just a technical issue but a disregard for the history and artistic depth that these
genres carry.

Emerging from the Caribbean [Trinidad and Tobago], Calypso has been around for over a
century, with Soca taking shape in the late 1970s and early 1980s. These genres have played a
foundational role in shaping the cultural landscape of the Caribbean and its diaspora. However,
while newer genres such as Dubstep, Reggaeton, and Afrobeats have gained significant
recognition, Calypso and Soca continue to be overlooked despite their enduring influence.

By adequately categorizing these genres, the music industry would honor the legacy of artists
who have shaped and enriched the global music scene while contributing to a more diverse and
inclusive landscape that genuinely represents the richness of Caribbean culture.

A growing movement is pushing to correct this oversight, with digital streaming platforms and
aggregators beginning to take action. The aim is to ensure that Calypso, Soca, with subgenres


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.muzilog.com/single-post/open-letter-to-music-aggregators-and-streaming-platforms-a-call-for-recognition-of-calypso-and-soca

Rapso, Chutney, and Neo Kaiso, are recognized and celebrated for their distinct cultural value.
A petition has been launched to advocate for including Calypso, Soca, and their sub-genres as
distinct categories on streaming platforms. Music lovers and fans of Caribbean culture are

encouraged to sign the petition and support the rightful recognition of these iconic genres.

To support the movement, please sign the petition and make your voice heard.

About Calypso and Soca Music:

Calypso and Soca are two prominent music genres from the Caribbean that have significantly
impacted global music culture. With its rich storytelling tradition, Calypso dates back over a
century, while Soca, born in the 1970s and 1980s, has become synonymous with the vibrant
energy and rhythms of Caribbean Carnival celebrations.
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