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Condemnation of SAG-AFTRA's Resolution on

Trump’s DEIA Initiative Cuts: Hollywood
Should Be Merit-Based

Opposing viewpoint: Labor Union ill-
advised to attack Trump Administration
on DEIA

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, UNITED
STATES, March 17, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Los Angeles, CA
// Boston, MA - March 17, 2025 - A
significant wave of criticism has
followed SAG-AFTRA's recent resolution
reaffirming the union’s virtue-signaling
commitment to diversity, equity,
inclusion, and accessibility (DEIA) in the
entertainment industry. The resolution,
passed on March 15, reiterates the union’s advocacy for a fair and inclusive American Scene,
stressing the importance of systemic progress and the elimination of barriers in casting and
employment practices. However, some industry voices are raising concerns about the potential
consequences of prioritizing DEIA over merit-based
“ standards in Hollywood.
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We believe that the industry
should focus on showcasing
the best and brightest,
regardless of their race,
gender, ethnicity or sexual
preference.”

While SAG-AFTRA champions diversity as essential to
accurately portraying the American experience, critics
argue that the industry's focus should remain on talent,
skill, and individual merit. They contend that Hollywood
should be a place where individuals rise based on their
Chuck Slavin abilities rather than meeting imposed quotas or fulfilling
diversity mandates. This view holds that the creative

industry should prioritize excellence and professionalism over identity-based policies that may
not reflect the true nature of talent.

"While diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility (DEIA) are crucial values, they should never
come at the expense of talent," said Chuck Slavin, spokesperson for Union Member News.
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"Hollywood has always been about
showcasing the best and brightest in
entertainment, regardless of race,
gender, or background. We must ensure
that merit-based decision-making
remains at the core of our industry, not
political agendas or enforced diversity
quotas."”

Some critics of the SAG-AFTRA resolution
are also warning that the union's
continued advocacy for DEIA could result
in Hollywood compromising its legacy of
artistic excellence. They caution that by
emphasizing diversity at the cost of
talent, the industry may risk diluting the
very qualities that have made it a global
leader in creativity and innovation.

Erik Nicolaisen, an industry insider,
expressed concerns about SAG-AFTRA's
position, stating, “Opposing Federal
policies on diversity, equity, inclusion,
and accessibility (DEIA) initiatives
unnecessarily puts the union in the
crosshairs, limiting its ability to influence
decision-makers in Washington.
Hollywood should build bridges, not
walls, especially with the current
administration."

Hollywood's strength has always been in
telling great stories, celebrating creative
vision, and producing world-class
entertainment. Critics suggest that the
focus should be on fostering a space
where individuals can succeed based on
their abilities, drive, and passion, rather
than being compelled to fulfill
demographic quotas.
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In conclusion, while many agree with the value of diversity in Hollywood, it is essential that the
industry remains focused on what truly matters: the pursuit of excellence in storytelling,


https://www.eriknicolaisen.com/

creativity, and artistry. Merit-based standards should continue to be the foundation upon which
Hollywood thrives.

For more information, visit UnionMemberNews.com.
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