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BINGHAMTON, NY, UNITED STATES, March 25, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Drawing from more than four

decades of experience across America’s courtrooms, a

veteran criminal lawyer writing under the pseudonym Leo

Morfel has released “Betrayals,” a riveting legal thriller that

exposes the treacherous moral terrain navigated daily by

those who work within the justice system.

In this compelling debut, readers follow Ernie Birmingham,

a criminal defense attorney whose practice and

psychological well-being are simultaneously unraveling.

Birmingham’s professional life becomes a minefield as he

represents two clients with dangerous connections: an

international parental kidnapper justifying his actions

against a reportedly corrupt judge, and a desperate con

man whose freedom hinges on cooperation against the

same judge and his money launderer.

The narrative intensifies when Birmingham enlists his

childhood friend—now a federal agent—to facilitate the

con man’s cooperation deal. But betrayal leads to murder.

Birmingham faces a devastating question: has he compromised his friendship and his

professional ethics in pursuit of illicit gain?

“Criminal lawyers exist at the intersection of society’s darkest impulses and its highest ideals,”

notes Morfel. “After first prosecuting and later defending the accused throughout my career, I

wanted to illuminate the personal stresses and moral dilemmas that define this

profession—where practitioners regularly confront sociopaths, victims of systemic failure, and

their own susceptibility to temptation.”

Unlike conventional legal thrillers that glamorize courtroom dramatics, “Betrayals” delivers an

unflinching portrayal of the day-to-day realities facing criminal lawyers. Morfel’s authentic

perspective reveals the psychological toll of representing morally compromised clients while

http://www.einpresswire.com


navigating a system that sometimes fails its most vulnerable participants.

The book has achieved Amazon #1 bestseller status among readers of criminal law thrillers and

those fascinated by realistic portrayals of legal practice. Critics have praised Morfel’s ability to

transform complex legal scenarios into a gripping narrative that examines the human cost of

justice.

“Betrayals” is available now on Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DR356HPY

About the Author

Leo Morfel is the pseudonym of a criminal lawyer whose four-decade career spans roles as both

prosecutor and defense attorney throughout the United States. His firsthand experiences with

the criminal justice system’s complexities provide the authentic foundation for this novel. His

name has been changed to protect the innocent.
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