
Understanding Liability in Accidents Involving
Autonomous Vehicles in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,

March 21, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

The rise of autonomous vehicles

presents new legal challenges in

Louisiana, particularly regarding

liability in the event of an accident. As

self-driving technology becomes more

prevalent, questions arise concerning

responsibility when these vehicles are

involved in collisions.

Louisiana law traditionally assigns

liability in automobile accidents based

on negligence, requiring proof that a

driver or other party failed to exercise

reasonable care. However, the

introduction of autonomous vehicles

complicates this framework.

Determining whether liability falls on

the vehicle’s owner, the manufacturer,

the software developer, or another

party depends on various factors,

including the level of automation and the circumstances surrounding the incident.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) classifies autonomous vehicles into

six levels, ranging from Level 0, where all driving tasks are performed by a human, to Level 5,
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where no human intervention is required. Vehicles

operating at higher levels of automation raise questions

about whether responsibility lies with the individual behind

the wheel, the vehicle's manufacturer, or the developers of

the underlying technology.

Louisiana’s comparative fault system, which apportions

responsibility among multiple parties, may play a role in
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cases involving self-driving technology. If an accident occurs due to a combination of human and

machine error, liability may be divided among the driver, the manufacturer, or other entities

involved in the vehicle's design and operation.

William P. Morrow, an attorney at Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana, commented on the

evolving legal landscape:

“Accidents involving autonomous vehicles introduce complex liability issues. Traditional

negligence laws are structured around human drivers, but when a vehicle operates with minimal

or no human input, responsibility becomes more difficult to determine. Louisiana courts will

likely see an increase in cases where liability is disputed among multiple parties, including

manufacturers and software developers.”

Product liability claims may also arise when self-driving technology malfunctions or fails to

perform as expected. In such cases, plaintiffs may argue that a defect in the vehicle’s hardware

or software contributed to the accident. Manufacturers and technology providers may defend

against these claims by asserting that external factors, such as improper maintenance or user

error, played a role.

Insurance policies may also need to adapt to autonomous vehicle incidents. Currently, most auto

insurance policies are structured around driver liability, but as technology advances, policies may

shift toward covering product liability risks. State regulators and insurers are monitoring these

developments closely to determine how coverage models should evolve.

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,

continues to analyze legal trends related to emerging transportation technologies. As

autonomous vehicle legislation and case law develop, parties involved in accidents may need to

consider multiple avenues of liability when seeking compensation.

For more information on legal considerations related to autonomous vehicle accidents in

Louisiana, consult with legal professionals familiar with product liability, negligence law, and

emerging transportation regulations.
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