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In North Carolina, Public Schools Face Deficits
While Private Schools Profit

Public school districts are planning for
millions in cuts next year while private
schools are receiving millions more in
taxpayer-funded tuition payments.

RALEIGH, NC, UNITED STATES, April 1,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Public
school districts across the state are
working through their budget planning
for next year facing threats of looming
budget shortfalls expected from the
loss of federal funds and the revenue
shortfalls predicted at the state level.
Some, like Wake County, which
announced a hiring freeze earlier this
month, are already taking measures to
cut costs.

Wake County's Board recently heard a
presentation from staff that proposes
$18.4 million in cuts for next year. (1)
As part of the cuts, the county may
eliminate employer contributions to
employee dental insurance. The county
is also looking to reduce maintenance
spending even though it has a $600
million backlog of maintenance needs
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Beaufort County Private School Tuition Increases
Maximum Voucher Amt. in 2024-25: $7,468
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Beaufort County Private School Tuition Increases

Voucher Funds Received and Percent Change

2023-24 2024-25 Change

Unity Christian Academy 5387757 5815 693 110.4%
Pungo Christian Academy 5162 577 %1.054.830 548 8%
Terra Ceia Christian School 5347510 5712.002 104.9%

Beaufort County Voucher Tuition One-Year Change

and broken HVAC systems have caused several schools to lose instructional time when students

had to be sent home early.

In January, Buncombe County and Asheville City Schools lost $4.7 million in local funding from
county commissioners due to revenue shortfalls caused by Hurricane Helene. (2)

Winston-Salem-Forsyth is cutting $8 million in the current school year and plans to cut $16


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.wral.com/news/education/hiring-freeze-issued-wake-schools-in-savings-attempt-march-2025/

million more next year. (3)

Charlotte-Mecklenburg is juggling the loss of federal ESSER funds and other federal cuts along
with a need to raise teacher pay to attract and retain quality educators. (4)

Looming over budget considerations for public schools across the state is the executive order
recently signed by President Trump to dismantle the U.S. Department of Education. With about
$1.5 billion coming from federal funds annually, districts have a lot to lose if the new
administration decides to cut all of its current programs. Teacher education programs in the
state have already lost more than $90 million in federal grants in an early round of cuts just days
after Secretary McMahon was confirmed. (5)

In a sharp contrast to the belt-tightening at public schools across the state, private schools are
experiencing a gold rush thanks to the voucher expansion passed in 2023 and funded to the
tune of $616 million in 2024-25.

According to a recent presentation by the NC Fiscal Research Division, the base budget
appropriation for the state’s two voucher programs in 2025-26 is $731 million. (6)

By making vouchers available to all families regardless of whether the student had ever attended
a public school, the NCGA added a new burden on its taxpayers—paying for private school
tuition. According to the state constitution, the legislature is responsible for funding a system of
PUBLIC schools, NOT private schools.

Some private schools have taken full advantage of the state’s generosity by raising tuition prices
and (strongly) encouraging the families of all students to apply for a voucher regardless of
income level or financial need.

For example, in Beaufort County, the three voucher-accepting private schools all raised tuition to
closely match the maximum voucher amount: $7,468/student. Tuition was much lower in the
years leading up to the big expansion.

Unity Christian increased its tuition from $4,800 in 2023-24 to $7,200 in 2024-25, a 50% increase.

Pungo Christian Academy had increased its tuition $237 in 2022-23, then $318 in 2023-24 and a
whopping $2,107 in 2024-25 once vouchers became universal.

Terra Ceia's 2023-24 tuition was already aligned with the 2023-24 maximum voucher amount, so
its year-over-year increase was 15%.

As a result, the state funds going to these schools also increased dramatically. Pungo’s voucher
funds grew 549%— from $162, 577 in 2023-24 to $1,054,830 in 2024-25.


https://www.wfdd.org/story/how-much-money-do-north-carolina-public-schools-receive-us-department-education

In Wake County where tuition is often far higher for private schools, St. David's provides a
striking example of how the state is subsidizing tuition increases. The school’s average tuition
was $24,521 in 2022-23 and $25,769 in 2024-25. The $1,238 average one-year increase was just
5%, but is far less than the $3,360 voucher that the highest income families (making $260,000 or
more) receive.

In 2023-24, St. David's enrolled zero voucher-receiving students, probably because all families
were too wealthy to qualify for a voucher. With the income cap lifted, St. David's has received
$1,144, 362 in state funds as of February 2025.

Public Schools First NC has compiled data on the funds received by each voucher-accepting
school in the state since the Opportunity Scholarship program started in 2014.

Private schools have no accountability for how taxpayer funds are used. As the data show, many
schools are using the North Carolina General Assembly's massive voucher expansion to increase
tuition and maximize revenue. Even schools that primarily or exclusively serve wealthy families
are receiving tax dollars.

While public school districts are struggling to fix their HVAC systems, the North Carolina General
Assembly has chosen to subsidize private school tuition.

1. Wake schools could raise employee dental benefits costs, reduce maintenance. Here's why:
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/education/article302859739.html
2. Commissioners cut nearly $4.7 million in school funding amid post-Helene revenue shortfall:

https://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2025/01/23/commissioners-slash-school-
funding-amid-post-helene-revenue-shortfall/77782612007/

3. Audit finds WC/FCS schools was nearly $16 million over budget:
https://journalnow.com/news/local/education/article 7cd0f48e-882d-42ca-9ba2-

ff3c81822e68.html#tracking-source=mp-homepage
4. CMS eyes central office cuts, pay hikes for teachers in tight budget year:

https://www.wfae.org/education/2025-03-12/cms-eyves-central-office-cuts-pay-hikes-for-teachers-
in-tight-budget-year
5. NC schools lose tens of millions in teacher grants after Trump administration DEI cuts:

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/education/article300541584.html
6. NC Fiscal Research Division presentation 3/6/25:

https://webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewDocSiteFile/94767
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