
Farmer J’s Journey: TikTok Star Carl Brown
Battles Medical Crisis—Leishmaniasis
Contracted in Belize

@OfficialFarmerJ Before and After contracting

Leishmaniasis

ATLANTA, GA, UNITED STATES, April 1,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Carl Brown,

known to his 75,000 TikTok followers as

Farmer J, has captivated audiences

worldwide with his trial-riddled

journey of resilience and

determination. After purchasing 100

acres of land in Belize to fulfill his

dream of sustainable farming, Carl

encountered an unexpected and life-

altering challenge: contracting

leishmaniasis (reported by the World

Health Organization as a neglected

tropical disease), from sandfly bites

while working on his farm. Untreated

leishmaniasis, especially the visceral

form, can be fatal, while the cutaneous

form can lead to severe scarring and

disfigurement, and potentially spread

to other organs. 

Leishmaniasis, caused by parasites

transmitted through infected sandflies, can lead to severe skin lesions, mucosal damage, and

even systemic complications. While leishmaniasis is not endemic to the United States, cases are

emerging, particularly in Texas and Oklahoma, with most cases being locally acquired cutaneous

leishmaniasis, rather than travel-related. Leishmaniasis is not directly contagious from person to

person. 

Battling untreated since 2023, Carl has remained steadfast in his commitment to finding

compassionate medical professionals to diagnose and treat him—and ultimately save his life.

Despite the daunting diagnosis, Brown has taken to social media juggernaut, TikTok to share his

journey and fight for health restoration.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/leishmaniasis
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/leishmaniasis


A Farming Vision Interrupted by Medical Challenges

Carl’s vision for his farm in Belize was rooted in sustainability and community empowerment. He

aimed to cultivate crops that would support local food systems while inspiring others to embrace

agricultural practices. However, the sandfly bites he endured while working on his land led to a

diagnosis of cutaneous leishmaniasis—a condition requiring specialized treatment often

unavailable in rural areas.

Faced with limited healthcare options and discrimination in Belize, Carl turned to the United

States for advanced medical care. His social media journey chronicles the challenges faced by

individuals battling neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), which disproportionately affect

populations in developing regions.

His candid posts have drawn attention to the realities of farming in tropical climates and the

health risks associated with vector-borne diseases like leishmaniasis. By documenting his

journey, Carl hopes to raise awareness about NTDs and advocate for improved access to

treatment globally.

"This experience has been humbling. Farming is my passion, and while this disease has been a

major setback, once healed, I’m determined to keep moving forward. Not just for myself but for

everyone who dreams of creating something meaningful." -Carl Brown

Seeking Support for Treatment and Advocacy

After returning to the United States, his hopes have been crestfallen, fraught with repeated

appointment cancellations amid desperate pleas for diagnosis and treatment from The Mayo

Clinic, Tulane, The Centers for Disease Control and several private physician offices. Carl’s

urgency increases as he pursues systemic treatment in the United States, which involves oral or

intravenous medications tailored to effectively combat leishmaniasis. The cost of treatment

remains a significant hurdle, prompting Carl to seek support from the broader community.

How You Can Help

Carl’s followers have rallied around him, offering encouragement and donations toward

expenses as he roams the country seeking a medical team. Through this announcement, Carl is

actively seeking a response from a U.S. based medical team to show mercy and grant an

immediate appointment that will lead to treatment and healing. Independent supporters can

contribute HERE or through platforms linked on his TikTok account (@OfficialFarmerJ). 
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