
Legal Claims Arising from Accidents Involving
Government Vehicles in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES, April

1, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Accidents

involving government-owned vehicles

present unique legal challenges in

Louisiana due to immunity laws and

strict procedural requirements. In

many cases, victims face shortened

timelines for filing claims and must

navigate a different set of legal

standards compared to private vehicle

accidents.

William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow

Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana,

emphasizes the importance of

understanding these distinctions. The

firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow, regularly

addresses injury claims involving public sector liability.

Government entities, including city departments, school boards, public transit systems, and state

Claims involving public

vehicles are not handled like

ordinary car accidents”

William P. Morrow

agencies, typically maintain sovereign immunity

protections. However, Louisiana law allows claims under

the Louisiana Governmental Claims Act (LGCA), which

outlines specific procedures for pursuing compensation.

“Claims involving public vehicles are not handled like

ordinary car accidents,” said William P. Morrow. “Strict

notice requirements and damage caps can greatly influence the outcome of a case.

Understanding these laws is essential for anyone seeking compensation.”

Under the LGCA, claimants must notify the responsible agency within a defined timeframe,

which may be shorter than the standard prescriptive period for private claims. Failure to meet

this notification requirement can result in dismissal regardless of the claim's merit.
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Another difference lies in the limits of liability. Louisiana imposes caps on the amount of

damages recoverable in claims involving public employees acting within the course and scope of

their duties. These caps can affect compensation for medical bills, lost wages, and non-economic

damages such as pain and suffering.

In some cases, determining whether the government employee was operating within the scope

of employment becomes a central issue. If a government worker caused an accident while

performing a personal errand or outside their official duties, the governmental body may deny

responsibility. However, if the employee was engaged in official business, liability may fall on the

agency.

Additionally, proving negligence follows the same foundational rules as private accidents.

Claimants must demonstrate that the driver failed to operate the vehicle with reasonable care

and that this breach directly caused injury. Documentation such as police reports, video footage,

and eyewitness statements often plays a crucial role.

In incidents involving public transit systems or school buses, more complex liability questions

may arise. These cases may also involve federal regulations if the agency receives federal

funding or is part of a transportation authority.

Another aspect to consider is insurance. Government agencies typically self-insure or participate

in risk management pools rather than using standard commercial insurance policies. Claimants

dealing with these entities may experience delays or unique communication procedures

compared to dealing with private insurers.

Morrow Law Firm recommends that anyone involved in an accident with a government vehicle

act promptly. This includes obtaining the vehicle number or agency name at the scene,

preserving evidence, seeking immediate medical treatment, and documenting all

correspondence. Early legal consultation helps ensure that all statutory notice requirements and

procedural steps are met.

Government liability extends to maintenance of public vehicles and roadways as well. For

instance, if a government vehicle was not properly maintained and caused an accident, liability

may lie with the agency’s maintenance department. Similarly, if poor roadway conditions

contributed to the incident, a claim against the public entity responsible for road upkeep may be

possible.

Cases involving government vehicles demand careful attention to legal nuances and procedural

rules. While accountability is possible, the path to recovery requires strict compliance with state

law and often involves complex litigation.

Victims of such accidents should not assume that standard personal injury processes apply. Early

action, detailed documentation, and knowledge of Louisiana public liability law are key



components in securing a favorable outcome.

For additional information or guidance related to government vehicle accident claims in

Louisiana, individuals can contact Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas. The firm continues to

represent injured parties across the state and remains committed to navigating complex public

sector legal matters.
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