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Proper Maintenance Practices for Long-
Lasting Vinyl Siding, According to Louisiana
Contractor

SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, April 10,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Vinyl siding
remains a leading choice for residential
exteriors due to its durability and low
maintenance requirements. However,
like any building material exposed to
the elements, it still requires regular
care to retain its appearance and
structural integrity. Elwin Ordoyne, Vice
President of E.C.O. Builders Inc. in
Slidell, Louisiana, emphasizes the
importance of proper cleaning and
routine maintenance to ensure siding
performs as intended throughout its
lifespan.
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“Vinyl siding doesn't require painting or sealing like traditional wood, but it isn't entirely hands-
off,” said Ordoyne. “Periodic cleaning helps prevent buildup from dirt, mold, and mildew,
especially in humid environments like South Louisiana.”
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Elwin Ordoyne

Accumulation of Dirt and Mildew

Vinyl siding can accumulate pollutants, pollen, bird
droppings, and airborne debris over time. In regions with
high humidity, mold and mildew growth are also common,
particularly in shaded areas of the home. If left untreated,
buildup can cause discoloration, stains, and surface
degradation. Regular inspections and light cleaning help

minimize these risks and maintain curb appeal.

Tools and Materials for Cleaning
Basic siding maintenance can be performed with common household tools. Recommended
cleaning tools include:
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A soft-bristle brush or a long-handled soft brush for
reaching higher areas

A garden hose with a spray nozzle

A bucket with a mild cleaning solution (water mixed with
dish soap or white vinegar)

Optional: A power washer used on a low-pressure setting

Avoid abrasive scrubbers or harsh chemicals, which can damage the surface or void product
warranties.

Step-by-Step Cleaning Guidelines

Inspect First

Walk around the property and look for signs of heavy staining, warping, cracks, or loose panels.
Document any areas needing repair before starting the cleaning process.

Work from the Bottom Up
Begin cleaning from the base of the siding and work upward to avoid streaks. Rinse from the top
down to ensure proper water runoff.

Use Mild Solutions

A mixture of 70% water and 30% white vinegar is often effective against mildew. For tougher
grime, a general-purpose household cleaner diluted in water can be used. Avoid using undiluted
bleach or solvents like nail polish remover.

Rinse Thoroughly
After scrubbing, rinse each section thoroughly with a garden hose to prevent residue from drying
on the surface.

Use Caution with Pressure Washers

Pressure washers can be used with care. Always aim the nozzle straight at the siding, not
upwards or at an angle that could drive water behind the panels. Excessive pressure may crack
or dislodge siding.

Frequency of Maintenance

Most siding surfaces benefit from a thorough cleaning once or twice per year. In coastal or high-
humidity areas, a mid-year rinse may be necessary to remove salt residue or mold buildup.
Additional spot cleaning may be needed after severe weather events, particularly in areas with
heavy pollen or tree cover.



Common Mistakes to Avoid
Using the wrong chemicals: Cleaners that contain acetone, undiluted chlorine bleach, or organic
solvents can damage vinyl.

Neglecting shaded areas: These spots are prone to mildew and are often missed during
cleaning.

Forgetting behind obstacles: Clean behind downspouts, garden furniture, and grills to avoid
long-term staining.

Improper pressure washing: Incorrect nozzle use or high PSI settings can damage siding or allow
water to penetrate behind panels.

Visual Inspections and Additional Considerations

While cleaning, inspect siding for signs of damage, loose sections, or faded color. Though vinyl is
resistant to rot and insects, extreme weather or improper installation may result in panel
movement or cracks. Noting these issues early can prevent moisture intrusion or further
damage.

Inspect caulking and trim around windows and doors. If sealants are deteriorating, replacement
may be needed to maintain waterproof integrity.

Regional Considerations for Southern Climates

In areas like South Louisiana, siding faces challenges such as high UV exposure, salt air near
coastal zones, and frequent thunderstorms. These conditions increase the importance of
maintenance and proper installation. Vinyl siding installed with correct clearances and fastener
spacing will better withstand thermal expansion and moisture retention.

Mildew prevention is especially important in humid regions. Shaded sides of the home may
require additional cleaning attention and monitoring.

Product Warranty and Installation Warranty Notes

Most vinyl siding products include a manufacturer’s limited lifetime warranty covering fading,
cracking, or warping under normal conditions. However, these warranties often include clauses
requiring regular maintenance and exclusion of damage caused by misuse or chemical
exposure.

Contractor installation warranties, such as the one-year construction warranty offered by E.C.O.
Builders Inc., also reinforce the importance of correct cleaning and upkeep practices.
Maintenance documentation can help protect warranty claims if needed in the future.
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