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DETROIT, MI, UNITED STATES, April 11,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Twenty-five

years ago, William (Bill) Elmore laid the

foundation for a future where veteran

entrepreneurs were no longer left to

chance. As the founding Associate

Administrator for Veterans Business

Development at the U.S. Small

Business Administration (SBA) and the

creator of the SBA Office of Veterans

Business Development, Elmore

envisioned a system that empowered

veterans to thrive in business. Today,

that vision is not only alive—it’s

flourishing.

According to Babson College’s Global

Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM)

report, veteran entrepreneurs are

making a profound impact on our

communities, our economy, and the

nation as a whole.

Speaking at the National Veteran

Business Matchmaking Event in

Columbus OH, hosted by the National

Veteran Business Development Council (NVBDC), Elmore—widely regarded as the architect of

federal legislation establishing Veteran-Owned Businesses (VOBs)—delivered a compelling

keynote address. As the SBA’s first-ever Associate Administrator for Veterans Business

Development, Elmore was instrumental in opening doors for veteran entrepreneurs, leading to a

more than 400% increase in veteran participation in SBA programs over a 12-year span.

His groundbreaking contributions include the creation of the SDVOSB and VOSB government

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://nvbdc.org


Brigadier General (ret) Dick Miller,

President, NVBDC

Bill Elmore

contracting programs, the launch of initiatives like

V-WISE and TAP–Boots to Business, and the

expansion of the Veterans Business Outreach

Center (VBOC) program. These efforts laid the

groundwork for organizations like NVBDC to thrive

and to play a pivotal role in private-sector supplier

diversity.

“Veteran business recognition is not a ‘benefit’ or

something that was ‘granted’ because you’re a

veteran,” Elmore reminded the audience. “It was a

hard-fought legislative effort that needs to be

protected and honored by today’s veteran

business owners. Remember, anything created in

legislation can be eliminated.” His message is a

powerful reminder of the responsibility veteran

entrepreneurs have in preserving and

strengthening this legacy.

That legacy is evident today in the Billion Dollar

Roundtable’s (BDR) inclusion of NVBDC-certified

Service-Disabled and Veteran-Owned Businesses

(SD/VOBs) in its diversity spend metrics. The

BDR—an elite group of corporations each

spending over $1 billion annually with diverse

suppliers—reported a $122.7 billion economic

impact on diverse suppliers in 2023. Notably, $4.3

billion of that spend was directed specifically to

NVBDC-certified SD/VOBs.

This milestone demonstrates the increasing

visibility and influence of veteran-owned

businesses in corporate supply chains and the

critical role NVBDC plays in that transformation. As

NVBDC Founder and CEO Keith King stated, “This

incredible next step in recognizing and accepting

our certified SD/VOBs changes the entire market.”

Our mission to expand private-sector opportunities for veteran-owned businesses is a

continuation of Elmore’s enduring legacy of public-sector advocacy. As veteran business

ownership continues to grow, our focus remains clear: build more pathways, ensure equitable

access, and protect the recognition that our community has rightfully earned.



“I continue to call on Congress to reverse its December 1974 decision to eliminate small business

lending from today’s GI Bill and to finally, fully include all veteran-owned small businesses in the

Department of Defense’s supplier base,” said Elmore. “Keith, thank you—and thank your

team—for building a gateway to private contracting opportunities for veteran-owned businesses

in America. We both understand that when Congress defunded veteran entrepreneurship in

1974, it left our future to chance. It took 25 years to create the tools to rebuild public

opportunity. Growing private-sector opportunities is just as complex, just as massive, and just as

vital. So, a special salute to you, your team, and your private partners.”

To Bill Elmore—thank you for being the architect of opportunity. To our certified veteran

businesses and corporate partners—thank you for building what comes next.

About the National Veteran Business Development Council (NVBDC)

NVBDC is the leading veteran-owned business certification organization developed by veterans

for veterans. It was formed to provide a credible and reliable certifying authority for veteran-

owned businesses of all sizes and in all industries. NVBDC ensures the existence of valid

documentation for veterans’ status, ownership, and operational control, giving customers and

clients peace of mind that they are working with a valid veteran-owned business.

Additional information can be found at www.nvbdc.org.

https://nvbdc.org/certification-issues/honoring-the-legacy-of-veteran-entrepreneurship-nvbdc-
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