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Interview with Steve Bentley, FRaeS and CEO of

Sofema Group

Steve Bentley reflects on the evolution of

Sofema Оnline ’s structured learning

paths as Diploma Programs surpass

1,000 global enrolments in aviation

training.

SOFIA , BULGARIA , BULGARIA, April 24,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Steve

Bentley, FRAeS and CEO of Sofema

Group, Reflects on  1,000+ Enrollments

in Sofema Online’s Diploma Programs

Q: Steve, congratulations on reaching

over 1,000 enrolments in Sofema’s Diploma Programs. Can you take us back to the beginning -

how did Sofema get started in 2008?

Steve Bentley: Sofema Aviation Services was founded in 2008 with a clear mission: to deliver

professional, industry-relevant training that supports regulatory compliance and strengthens

competence across the aviation sector. The initial focus was on classroom-based courses

covering EASA regulations. The industry’s response was positive, appreciating the real-world,

practical approach grounded in operational experience.

As the training needs of the aviation industry evolved, the opportunity to expand into online

learning became evident. In 2013, Sofema Online (SOL) was launched to provide professionals

with flexible access to high-quality aviation training.

Q: What inspired the creation of the Diploma Programs?

Steve Bentley: Many clients were not only completing individual courses but were actively

building knowledge across multiple domains such as CAMO, AMO, Safety Management Systems,

and Quality & Auditing. This trend indicated a need for structured learning paths.

In response, structured Diploma Programs were developed. These consist of up to 15 specialized

courses grouped by professional focus. The intention was to offer more than isolated

training—each program is designed to support long-term professional development within the
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aviation industry.

Q: Who are the Diploma Programs designed for?

Steve Bentley:  The programs serve a broad professional audience. This includes engineers

transitioning into management roles and professionals in CAMO and Quality Assurance roles

seeking deeper regulatory knowledge. Most participants are mid-career professionals aiming to

strengthen their competence and advance their careers. The programs support knowledge in

critical regulatory areas including SMS, Human Factors, Part 145, Part M, and Part CAMO.

Q: How do the programs contribute to competence-building in practice?

Steve Bentley: Each Diploma delivers between 12 and 18 days of focused learning through

flexible, self-paced modules. These are advanced courses, developed by subject matter experts

with decades of industry experience. The training content includes real-world case studies,

practical examples, and problem-solving exercises. The goal is to develop a well-rounded skillset

that enhances both professional confidence and operational performance.

Q: What kind of feedback has been received from Diploma graduates?

Steve Bentley: Feedback has been consistently positive. Graduates frequently report that the

programs have contributed to career advancement, including promotions, role transitions, and

improved job performance. The Diplomas are increasingly seen as a valuable indicator of

professional competence and regulatory knowledge. A growing number of companies are now

incorporating the Diplomas into their internal training and development strategies.

Q: What’s next for Sofema’s Diploma Programs?

Steve Bentley: The programs continue to evolve based on participant feedback. New Diplomas

have been introduced in areas such as Reliability, Stores & Logistics, Regulatory Affairs, and SMS

for Safety Professionals. Development is also underway for “Diploma Plus” formats,

incorporating workshop-based assessments and analytical tools that align with long-term career

development objectives. Competent professionals remain essential to the future of aviation, and

the goal is to ensure the training remains relevant, effective, and accessible.

Q: Any final thoughts for someone considering a Sofema Diploma?

Steve Bentley: The programs аре an opportunity to gain regulatory knowledge and strengthen

competence in critical operational areas. They are structured to support professional

development and help individuals demonstrate their capabilities within a competitive industry.
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