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Xylene X Band: A Fictionalized Chapter in the History

of X Band

Clipperton A Novel

These four books offer readers powerful

journeys through self-discovery,

resilience, and the courage to confront

the past.

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA, April 25,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- In the latest

spotlight curated by The Maple Staple,

four powerful books are making waves,

offering readers a profound

exploration of history, personal

transformation, and the indomitable

strength of the human spirit. 

This collection delves into the

complexities of life’s most challenging

struggles, featuring authors who tackle

themes of self-discovery, confronting

the darkness within, and the search for

meaning in times of uncertainty. Each

book not only tells a compelling story

but also serves as a powerful reminder

of shared humanity, resonating with

readers who are drawn to narratives of

courage, resilience, and introspection.

Leading off this collection is “Xylene X

Band: A Fictionalized Chapter in the

History of X Band,” where Charles

Harvey riffs on the universal nightmare

of being thrust into the spotlight

unprepared and transforms it into a

sharp, surreal, and often humorous

tale about inhabiting someone else’s

http://www.einpresswire.com


The Wound Closest to the Sun by Karl Berger

Red Ribbons & Black Colts

life. Set in 1985, the novel follows Joe

Ecks, a guitar virtuoso whose reckless

lifestyle is abruptly interrupted by a

seizure that causes a dramatic

personality shift. The man who

emerges—now calling himself Mike

Smith—adopts Joe’s chaotic life, fame,

and even his wife. But there's a major

issue: Mike can’t play the guitar. As the

band prepares for a tour, Mike must

learn to master the instrument and

convince everyone that he's still the

person they once knew—or at least

someone worth keeping around.

After spending decades as an engineer,

Charles Harvey returned to his true

passion—storytelling. With “Xylene X

Band: A Fictionalized Chapter in the

History of X Band,” he channels the

tension between obligation and

authenticity into a wildly inventive

novel that hums with originality. This is

more than just a rock-and-roll

fantasy—it’s a thoughtful, genre-

blurring meditation on the lives we live,

the roles we play, and the courage it

takes to rewrite our own script.

Shifting from the vibrant chaos of the

music world to the weighty echoes of

history, Karl Berger, a native of

Germany and practicing pediatrician,

offers a deeply emotional and historically resonant double feature with his novels “Clipperton”

and "The Wound Closest to the Sun”. 

Berger’s debut novel, “Clipperton,” takes readers on a gripping journey to a remote island

connected to a dark family legacy. Frank Herrmann, determined to uncover the truth about his

German father’s involvement with Clipperton Island, finds himself confronting not only

disturbing ties to the Nazi regime but also a web of personal entanglements with his wife’s sister,

Leila, and his cousin, Jim. Their treacherous expedition to the island ends in a violent clash,

pushing Frank to face the haunting reality of his father’s past while wrestling with love, betrayal,

and survival. This book is a compelling tale of history, self-discovery, and the inner battle



required to confront one’s darkest inheritances. 

Continuing Berger’s exploration of memory and moral reckoning, “The Wound Closest to the

Sun” spans three time periods—post-World War I Bavaria, WWII France, and 1960s France. The

novel tells the story of Yann, a French journalist and Camus scholar haunted by regrets. His

unlikely friendship with Klaus, the son of a German soldier who once saved his life, prompts a

reckoning with buried memories and unresolved guilt. Available in German and French editions,

this introspective novel offers a nuanced look at redemption, identity, and the enduring

consequences of war.

As Berger’s novels immerse readers in the reverberations of the past, Mick Lang invites them

into the raw and rugged terrain of post-Civil War Texas with his book, “Red Ribbons & Black

Colts”. Lang’s novel plunges into the heart of 1870s Texas, a time when the remnants of rustling,

robbery, and racial tensions still echo across the Lone Star State.

This high-stakes saga follows two men whose paths cross under unlikely circumstances: an ex-

slave turned outlaw and an aging ranger seeking redemption. Their mission to rescue a

kidnapped twelve-year-old girl becomes a perilous odyssey across a turbulent landscape,

culminating in a tense confrontation in a dusty cow town along the Pecos River. With vivid detail

and emotional weight, Lang explores themes of honor, vengeance, and the power of unlikely

alliances.

Mick Lang, a resident of Canyon Lake, is no stranger to the world of Western storytelling. When

he’s not writing, Lang can often be found dancing to country-western tunes, drawing inspiration

from the culture that permeates his work. With “Red Ribbons & Black Colts,” he delivers a

timeless Western rooted in grit, justice, and the unbreakable human spirit.

These books and many others are available at The Maple Staple’s Digital Spotlight Shelf at

https://themaplestaple.com/spotlight/ and the Digital Bookstore at

https://themaplestaple.com/digital-bookstore/. Visit today to find captivating stories that will

take readers on exciting, thought-provoking journeys through history, identity, and personal

growth.

About The Maple Staple:

For bookworms, by passionate writers.

At The Maple Staple, books come alive beyond mere pages. It's more than a bookstore—it's a

community hub for book enthusiasts and budding authors. Celebrating diversity, they curate

books from up-and-coming independent writers, and offer a platform to underrepresented

voices. With captivating events and book clubs in the heart of Toronto, they foster a vibrant

literary community, igniting inspiration and transformation through the enchanting power of

words.

https://themaplestaple.com/spotlight/
https://themaplestaple.com/digital-bookstore/#
https://themaplestaple.com/digital-bookstore/


About Bookside Press:

Bringing stories and ideas to life, one tap at a time.

Bookside Press is all about creating buzz in the digital world. Buzz that'll have each vital message

be heard loud and clear. Headquartered in Canada, this hybrid publishing and advertising

company aims to share the magic of its authors' books with the world. With a dedicated team of

creatives and marketing professionals, Bookside Press collaborates with clients in building better

brands that stand out and reach greater heights.
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