
Paintings by Clementine Hunter (1887-1988)
and Louis Emile Villa (1836-1900) are in
Crescent City's May 16-17 auction

Oil on canvas board painting by the renowned

Louisiana folk artist Clementine Hunter (1887-1988),

titled Picking Cotton, a fine representation of her

work. Estimate: $4,000-$8,000

The auction, online and live in-person in

the New Orleans gallery, consists of 600

lots, pulled from prominent estates and

collections throughout the South.

NEW ORLEANS, LA, UNITED STATES,

April 30, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- An

oil on canvas board painting by the

renowned Louisiana folk artist

Clementine Hunter (1887-1988), an oil

on canvas laid to artist board by the

French artist Louis Emile Villa (1836-

1900), and a mid-19th century

American late classical mahogany

tester bed possibly retailed by Prudent

Mallard are a few of the expected top

performers in Crescent City Auction

Gallery’s Estates Auction slated for May

16th and 17th, online and live in the gallery.

The sale, at 10am Central Time both days, consists of 600 lots, pulled from prominent estates

and collections throughout the South. Featured will be a wide range of French, English and

American furniture; original paintings and watercolors; well-known prints and etchings; Oriental

carpets; and decorative art items. The auction gallery is at 1330 St. Charles Avenue.

The painting by Clementine Hunter – often referred to as “the black Grandma Moses,” as both

artists lived to be 100 years old and were famous for their iconic folk art renderings – is titled

Picking Cotton. It’s a fine representation of her work and should command $4,000-$8,000.

The oil on canvas laid to artist board by Louis Emile Villa is titled Portrait of a Lady. It is expected

to change hands for $2,000-$4,000. Villa was known for his depictions of beautiful women

wrapped in the elegance of the 18th century, often inside luxurious scenes of the epoch.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/204847397_clementine-hunter-americanlouisiana-1887-1988-picking-cotton-h-16-in-w-24-in-framed
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/204847476_louis-emile-villa-french-1836-1900-portrait-of-a-lady-h-11-34-in-w-8-34-in
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/204847544_american-late-classical-mahogany-tester-bed-possibly-retailed-by-prudent-mallard-mid-19th-c-h
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/204847544_american-late-classical-mahogany-tester-bed-possibly-retailed-by-prudent-mallard-mid-19th-c-h


Beautiful oil on canvas laid to artist

board painting by the noted French artist

Louis Emile Villa (1836-1900), titled

Portrait of a Lady. Estimate: $2,000-

$4,000

The mid-19th century American late classical

mahogany tester bed, possibly retailed by Prudent

Mallard (active 1838-1874), has an estimate of

$1,500-$2,500. Mallard’s New Orleans shop was

known for huge armoires in the revival styles of the

Victorian era, massive tester beds with carved

cabochons on the head and footboards, and

delicate parlor furniture in the French taste. 

The rest of the catalog is an intriguing mix of

merchandise, ranging from a wonderful selection of

fine estate jewelry; to a group of World War II era,

antique and reproduction black powder guns; to

two copper eagle weathervanes (the largest with an

estimate of $500-$900); to an A. Hays Town

(La./Baton Rouge, 1903-2005) cast stone figure of

St. Francis holding a dove (estimate: $800-$1,200).

Decorative accessories will be led by a Fortuny

“Scudo Saraceno” metal and glass chandelier,

Venetia Stadium, Venice, Italy (estimate: $1,500-

$2,500); and a pair of 20th century Maison Bagues

iron and brass single light sconces, the iron back

plates mounted with large rock crystal birds

(estimate: $1,000-$2,000).

In addition to the Hunter painting, the auction will feature numerous other works by local and

regional painters. Four oil wash on board paintings by Alexander John Drysdale (La., 1870-1934),

the largest titled Live Oaks on the Bayou with Water Lilies, should bring $3,000-$5,000; while an

oil on canvas by Earl Hebert (La., 1942-2006) titled Picnic in the Cotton Field (1989) has the same

estimate.

Also up for bid will be an oil on canvas board by Colette Pope Heldner (New Orleans, 1902-1990),

titled Old Creole Patio, French Quarter (estimate: $800-$1,200); an oil on canvas by James H.

Hussey (La., b. 1931), titled The J.M. White Steamboat (1878-1888) by the French Market (1986)

(estimate: $1,000-$2,000); an oil on board by Roland Golden (La., 1931-2019), titled 800 Block of

Chartres  St., French Quarter (1964) (estimate: $1,200-$1,800); and an 1830s French/Louisiana

School oil on wood panel titled Portrait of a Woman with a Lace Shawl (estimate: $1,000-

$2,000).

Furniture pieces (French, English and American) will be offered throughout the sale. From France,

a 19th century Napoleon III marble-top ebonized parlor cabinet is expected to find a new home

for $1,200-$1,800; while from England, a handsome Georgian style walnut tall chest made in the



Fortuny “Scudo Saraceno”

metal and glass chandelier,

Venetia Stadium, Venice, Italy.

Estimate: $1,500-$2,500

19th century carries a reasonable pre-sale estimate of

$1,000-$2,000.

Furniture items made in America will be plentiful. A few

standout examples are as follows:

•  A mid-19th century New Orleans Market mahogany

armoire (estimate: $1,000-$1,500).

•  A circa 1825 Louisiana Federal walnut armoire, now fitted

as a bookcase (estimate: $1,500-$2,500).

•  An early 19th century American Federal inlaid mahogany

sideboard (estimate: $800-$1,200).

The silver category will feature a New Orleans four-piece

sterling coffee and tea set, retailed by Coleman E. Adler

(estimate: $2,000-$3,000); and a 67-piece sterling flatware

service by Gorham (estimate: $1,500-$2,000).

Returning to original artwork, a watercolor on paper by

Mississippi painter Karl “Ferdinand” Wolfe (1904-1985), titled

Waves (circa 1940), has an estimate of $1,000-$2,000; a cold

patinated bronze and wire creation by Darrell Walker

(American, 20th century), titled Rooster and Chickens (1995)

should knock down for $1,000-$2,000; and a pair of circa

1846 oils on canvas attributed to Samuel Broadbent, Jr. (Penn./S.C., 1808-1880), titled Portraits of

Captain John Henry Heise (1808-1883) and His Wife Rachel Duke Heise (1814-1880) of Columbia,

South Carolina (estimate: $600-$1,200).

Internet bidding will be provided by the company website (CrescentCityAuctionGallery.com) and

app, as well as LiveAuctioneers.com and Invaluable.com. Phone and absentee bids will also be

taken. In-person bidding will be allowed on the day of the auction. In-gallery previews will be

held beginning Wednesday, May 7th, through Thursday, May 15th, excluding weekend days, from

10 am to 5 pm Central Time. No appointment needed.

Absentee and phone bids will be accepted until 1 pm Central Time the day before the auction.  A

28 percent buyer’s premium will be applied for online bidders or those paying with a credit card.

A 25 percent buyer’s premium will be applied in-house. A printed catalog is available; please call

504-529-5057 or send a request via email to info@crescentcityauctiongallery.com.

Crescent City Auction Gallery is always seeking quality consignments for future auctions. To

consign a single item, an estate or a collection, you can call them at (504) 529-5057; or you can

send an e-mail to info@crescentcityauctiongallery.com. All phone calls and e-mails are

confidential.



This spectacular mid-19th century

American late classical mahogany tester

bed, possibly retailed by Prudent

Mallard (active 1838-1874), has a pre-

sale estimate of $1,500-$2,500.

For more information regarding Crescent City

Auction Gallery and the two-day Estates Auction

planned for Friday and Saturday, May 16th and 17th,

beginning at 10 am Central Time both days, please

visit www.crescentcityauctiongallery.com. Updates

are posted frequently. 

            #  #  #  #

Adam Lambert

Crescent City Auction Gallery

+1 504-529-5057

email us here

http://www.crescentcityauctiongallery.com
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5185526


Nearly all Crescent City auctions feature spectacular

pieces of fine estate jewelry, and the May 16-17

auction will be no exception.
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