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Bruce Blizzard

Bruce Blizard crafts powerful stories

blending rural grit, youth sports, and

emotional redemption, drawn from his

life as a teacher, coach, and keen

observer.

BENTON CITY, WA, UNITED STATES,

April 30, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Blizard spent 21 years teaching

Advanced Placement literature and

history in the Richland, Washington

School District, where he also coached

track and field and cross-country in

both Richland and in the nearby small

town of  Benton City. His dedication to

his students and athletes earned him

numerous honors, including the

prestigious Crystal Apple

Award—recognizing Washington State’s

most innovative and impactful educators – and numerous Coach of the year awards.

Today, Bruce lives on 25 dusty acres in southeastern Washington, nestled in the valley between

Through the dust of the trail

and the echo of a starting

gun, I write to honor the grit,

grace, and quiet triumphs of

lives shaped by land,

struggle, and hope.”

Bruce Blizard

the Horse Heaven Hills and Rattlesnake Mountain. He

shares this peaceful, rugged landscape with his wife of

almost 49 years, Tina, along with a collection of beloved

dogs, cats, and horses. His writing is deeply influenced by

this environment and his decades in the classroom and on

the track.

Books by Bruce Blizard:

God’s Instant: Rodeo, Revenge, and Redemption

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Instant-Rodeo-Revenge-Redemption-ebook/dp/B07FSD3GJS


Book A Better Place

In this powerful debut novel, Blizard explores the brutal

beauty of rodeo culture and the human struggle for

redemption. Grady, a young man fueled by rage, seeks

glory through his willingness to endure punishment. Jill,

burdened by guilt, turns to rodeo as a form of self-

inflicted penance. Their paths collide thanks to an

enigmatic older couple whose faith and resilience offer

an unexpected path forward. God’s Instant is a raw,

lyrical meditation on revenge, faith, and second

chances.

Always a Runner

A gripping coming-of-age story, Always a Runner follows

Mike Beck, a teen running from a painful past of

abandonment and neglect. With the help of his steadfast

friend Jill and an encouraging track coach, Mike begins to

rebuild his life through running. But as he approaches a

pivotal race, Mike faces challenges that threaten to derail

his progress. Blizard’s background as a coach lends

authenticity to this story of resilience, mentorship, and

finding purpose in movement.

A Better Place

Twelve-year-old June has never set foot in a classroom,

but her intellect is matched only by her grit. Raised in the

Blue Mountains of Washington by a scholarly mother and

a practical, wilderness-savvy father, June thrives in a

remote, self-sufficient life. When government officials

threaten to tear her family apart, June and her father

escape into the mountains. As they flee on horseback,

June must rely on everything her parents taught her to

survive. This poignant tale celebrates the power of

unconventional upbringing, fierce love, and the wisdom

found in nature.

Man of the Oval: The International Legacy of John

Chaplin of WSU Track and Field

In this compelling biography, Blizard chronicles the remarkable life of John Chaplin—athlete,

coach, and influential international figure in the world of track and field. The title, Man of the

https://www.amazon.com/Always-Runner-Bruce-Blizard-ebook/dp/B0973NN3RN/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PB8VAEJ3AD7G&amp;dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.v2i5-tbiN9lp_lvZBefV6A.QyVivX6sJODLw6L613Q9Pr6RVc0DRDDmOuTcDjKyC0E&amp;dib_tag=se&amp;keywords=Always+a+Runner+Bruce&amp;qid=1746029640&amp;s=digital-text&amp;sprefix=always+a+runner+bruc%2Cdigital-text%2C543&amp;sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dark-Canyons-Young-Adult-Discovery-ebook/dp/B07FYRQ9ZX/ref=pd_sim_d_sccl_1_6/141-0365102-6451709?pd_rd_w=QQqyK&amp;content-id=amzn1.sym.fc475966-e837-48fc-9ed0-f4ca6ae9337b&amp;pf_rd_p=fc475966-e837-48fc-9ed0-f4ca6ae9337b&amp;pf_rd_r=BQC3ZE7RTTAB9NVF3ZJG&amp;pd_rd_wg=rSymk&amp;pd_rd_r=63878762-a888-40c5-9ed7-fcbe6d5fd01c&amp;pd_rd_i=B07FYRQ9ZX&amp;psc=1


Oval, refers to Chaplin’s view of his career as one grueling but purposeful lap of the 400-meter

track: a race that demands complete focus, strength, and endurance. Through years of close

conversation with Chaplin, Blizard captures the essence of a man whose legacy in athletics spans

generations and continents.

Bruce Blizard’s work is rich with place, character, and conviction—drawing on a life spent guiding

young people, embracing small-town values, and listening closely to the rhythms of the land.

For more stories and reflections on education, coaching, and rural life, visit bruceblizard.com or

connect with Bruce on Facebook at facebook.com/AuthorBruceBlizard.
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