
How Middle East Startups Are Building Taxi
Apps at a reasonable costs

Hyena Technologies empowers Middle East startups to build taxi apps affordably using AI, niche

strategies, and modular development.

DAMAC XL TOWER, VA, UNITED STATES, May 8, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As ride-hailing
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demand grows across the Middle East, regional

entrepreneurs are racing to launch next-gen taxi booking

apps that can compete with market leaders like Uber and

Careem. But for many startups, high development costs

pose a major barrier to entry.

That’s where Hyena Information Technologies, a leading

taxi app development company in the Middle East, is

making a difference. By providing scalable, cost-effective

solutions that leverage AI, open-source tools, and pre-built

frameworks, Hyena is helping startups in cities like Dubai,

Riyadh, Doha, and Manama launch taxi booking apps

without overspending.

Smart, Scalable Solutions for Modern Mobility

Hyena’s approach blends technology innovation with deep regional insight. Its custom taxi

booking app development services are designed to meet the specific needs of Middle Eastern

markets, including:

Arabic and English language support

Local payment gateway integrations

Custom fleet management tools

Compliance with city transportation regulations

This tailored approach has helped reduce taxi app development costs significantly—by up to

50% compared to traditional development paths.

http://www.einpresswire.com


How Much Does Taxi App Development Cost?

The cost of building a taxi app can vary widely based on complexity, feature set, and technology

choices. A full-featured Uber or Careem clone might cost upwards of $100,000 to develop from

scratch. However, startups don’t need to start at that scale.

With Hyena’s modular development model, basic taxi apps with essential features like booking,

driver tracking, fare calculation, and payment options can be launched for as little as

$15,000–$30,000. This makes the technology accessible even for early-stage entrepreneurs.

How Hyena Helps Founders Save

1. Leverage Existing Platforms

Instead of reinventing the wheel, startups can build on proven platforms. Hyena offers white-

label apps and customizable templates that speed up development while cutting costs.

2. Prioritize Core Features

Founders are guided to focus on core functionalities—such as real-time GPS, ride requests,

secure payments, and push notifications—before adding advanced features.

3. Cost-Effective Outsourcing

With development teams in cost-efficient regions and operational support in the UAE, Hyena

provides high-quality work at competitive pricing.

4. Open Source Integration

Where possible, open-source tools are used for elements like maps, chat functions, and

analytics—further reducing development time and cost.

How Much Does It Cost to Develop an App Like Careem?

Building an app with Careem’s full suite of features—ride-hailing, food delivery, digital

wallets—can exceed $100,000. But if you're focused solely on ride-hailing, you can develop a

Careem-style taxi app for as little as $25,000 with Hyena’s smart development approach.

By starting with the core ride-booking module and expanding gradually, startups can test the

market, grow a user base, and add features as needed—without frontloading all expenses.

Niche Markets: An Opportunity for Differentiation

Hyena encourages founders to explore niche taxi app models that meet underserved needs in

the Middle East:

Women-only ride services, offering female passengers more comfort and safety

Luxury car apps targeting business executives or tourists

App-based fleet management for traditional taxi companies to digitize operations



Eco-friendly fleets using electric or hybrid vehicles

These niche strategies can build strong user loyalty while avoiding head-on competition with

global giants.

AI and Blockchain: Next-Gen Technologies at Your Fingertips

Hyena enables startups to future-proof their taxi booking apps by integrating advanced tech

solutions like:

AI Surveillance Systems

Improve passenger and driver safety by monitoring behavior and preventing incidents in real-

time.

Facial Recognition System Project Integration

Secure user authentication for both riders and drivers with biometric verification.

Route Optimization with AI

Dynamic route planning helps reduce wait times and fuel consumption, improving user

satisfaction and operational efficiency.

Blockchain-Based Payments

Ensure transparent, fraud-proof transactions and create trust among all users of the platform.

These technologies were once limited to large companies. Now, with Hyena’s tailored

development strategies, startups can access these innovations affordably.

Are Free Apps Profitable?

Free taxi apps can be highly profitable when built on a smart monetization model. Hyena

supports strategies such as:

Commission on rides

Driver subscription plans

Surge pricing algorithms

In-app ads and partnerships

Corporate ride packages

Combined with intelligent data tracking and AI-powered customer analytics, even free apps can

become major revenue generators.



Can I Build a Taxi App Without Coding?

Yes. For non-technical founders, Hyena offers no-code and low-code solutions to quickly build

prototypes or MVPs. These platforms allow users to drag and drop essential app functions, such

as:

Booking screens

Driver matching logic

Map integration

Payment gateways

This approach is ideal for founders looking to test their concept before committing to full-scale

development.

A Recent Success Story: Dubai-Based Startup Scales Fast

A Dubai startup approached Hyena with an idea for a taxi app targeting airport transfers and

business travelers. Within 10 weeks, Hyena delivered a fully functional app featuring:

Real-time ride tracking

Business-class vehicle options

Corporate invoicing and reporting tools

The app quickly scaled to over 25,000 users in the first 6 months—all at 40% less cost than the

client’s original estimate.
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