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J Monroe Celebrates Black Dandyism and
Artistic Legacy at Apollo Hotel for Pre-MET
Gala Kickoff

HARLEM, NY, UNITED STATES, May 13, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- While Cinco de Mayo is often
reserved for celebration, acclaimed photographic artist |
Monroe transformed the day into a cultural statement,
using it to launch his traveling art exhibition with a
stunning Pre-MET Gala event at Harlem'’s historic Apollo
Hotel. The gathering served as a bold tribute to style,
storytelling, and Black identity, infused with the energy
and symbolism of the Harlem Renaissance—a fitting
setting for an artist who often says he was “born on Black
Wall Street and raised by the Harlem Renaissance.”

The idea for the event was sparked by Monroe’s recent
collaboration with The Quintessential Gentleman
magazine, where he photographed the publication’s
standout cover story, celebrating modern Black
dandyism. Created in correlation with his Superfine Art
Fair activation, the cover became a defining visual
moment—capturing a group of sharply dressed Black
men as an artistic statement on style, power, and self-
representation. That powerful image became the seed for Monroe’s Pre-MET Gala vision: a space
where fashion-forward artistry and cultural legacy collide.

The event itself was nothing short of electric. Monroe was featured in a live segment on ABC
News, where he shared his philosophy on Black dandyism—"taking control of how you want to
be seen”—while showcasing a Harlem-based shoot of Black men dressed to the nines. The
segment aired simultaneously with real-time MET Gala red carpet footage playing inside the
Apollo, blending Monroe's grassroots Harlem celebration with high-fashion’s biggest night. The
guest list included creatives, entrepreneurs, and influencers who matched the energy in custom
suits and couture looks, transforming the venue into a living gallery of excellence.

Following this successful launch, Monroe's traveling exhibition will continue through 2025, with
upcoming dates in Oakland (August), Atlanta (October), and Miami (December) during Art Basel.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.jmonroemedia.com/
https://www.jmonroemedia.com/
https://youtu.be/AYb-vE0Vgpc?si=Q41dDenS1oAIBau-
https://youtu.be/AYb-vE0Vgpc?si=Q41dDenS1oAIBau-

His photographic direction has been described as
“a bold declaration of identity, beauty, and R E V \ i
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culture.” Through fashion, hair, and heritage, his
portraits reclaim space and redefine the image of
Black elegance—each image serving as both fine
art and historical archive.

A native of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Monroe proudly ties
his roots to Black Wall Street and his creative
spirit to Harlem. That duality informs his work:
preserving legacy while pushing culture forward.
With over 15 years in photography, production,
animation, and design, Monroe’s artistry has
reached global platforms like GLAMOUR South
Africa, The Angelicum, The Kelly Clarkson Show,
and Hulu's Exposure, where his breakout
appearance led to a major influencer partnership
with Samsung.
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Looking ahead, ] Monroe is focused on strategic

artistic collaborations. He has expressed interest

in working with visionaries such as the founder of The Fearless Artist, studio owner Tanya
Weddemire, and curators behind Galerie Lakaye, Taylor Fine Art, The Underground Museum,
UNREPD, and Black Art in America (BAIA). He also plans to partner with fashion designers ahead
of NYC Spring Fashion Week 2026 this September. His next rollouts include a Juneteenth photo
series, a Father’s Day tribute, a Black Men in Tech visual campaign, and a limited Pride Month
drop—each aligning with his commitment to celebrate Black life, legacy, and style through
intentional imagery.

About ] Monroe Media

J Monroe Media is a trailblazing multimedia house elevating marginalized voices through striking
photography, visionary animation, and cinematic storytelling. Grounded in sustainability and
driven by innovation, every ] Monroe project isn't just art — it's a call to action.
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