
CUBS CHARITIES CONTINUES TO STEP UP TO
THE PLATE FOR CHICAGO'S NONPROFITS
WITH NEARLY $2 MILLION IN GRANTS

Brad Keller, Crane Kenney, and Lea Jesse pose with

Cubs Charities' community partners

Annual Gifts Benefit Organizations Facing

Uncertain Funding Futures

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, May 5,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Today, 86

nonprofit organizations gathered at

Wrigley Field to receive their share of

$1.8 million in Cubs Charities grants,

awarded during a celebratory

showcase of community partnership

and citywide impact.

“Cubs Charities selects organizations

that are known in their communities

for providing grass-roots programs and

resources that help Chicago’s youth

thrive,” says Cubs Charities Executive Director Lea Jesse. “In these uncertain economic times,

Cubs Charities is honored to be a trusted resource for organizations across Chicago.”

This year’s grants and donations are projected to impact more than 322,000 youth and families

Cubs Charities has invested

in Chicago's youth for more

than 30 years and will

continue to do so through

strategic grantmaking and

community partnerships.”

Laura Ricketts, Cubs Charities

Board Chair

in Chicago.

“Cubs Charities has invested in Chicago's youth for more

than 30 years and will continue to do so through strategic

grantmaking and community partnerships,” says Cubs

Charities Board Chair Laura Ricketts. “Our initiatives help

participants build skills on and off the baseball field, build

futures through education, and help our partners build

safe and accessible community spaces in neighborhoods

across the city.”

Cubs Charities' annual grants are made through the Cubs Charities Community Fund, a fund of

http://www.einpresswire.com


the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, the Cubs Charities Diamond Project, and All-Star School

donations.

Cubs Charities Programs and Initiatives

Beyond grantmaking, Cubs Charities also creates safe spaces for Chicago’s youth through the

Diamond Project, a community investment initiative that aims to respond to the immediate

shortage of baseball and softball fields, reduce the equity gap of playing conditions and

resources, and increase access for youth to play ball in their own communities.

Cubs Charities teaches youth the fundamentals of baseball and softball and how those skills can

translate into everyday life through its Cubs Jr. All-Stars and Cubs Nike Reviving Baseball in Inner

Cities (RBI) programs.

Cubs Jr. All-Stars unite fun diamond sport instruction with activities that help elementary-age

children build social and emotional skills. Cubs RBI includes seasonal baseball and softball

leagues, skills clinics and Cubs Nike RBI All-Stars, a nine-month player development program for

select athletes.

The Careers As Sports Executives (CASE) study program engages high school students who are

interested in sports—and perhaps careers in sports—who would otherwise not have the

opportunity to get the training, experience, and tutelage to pursue entry-level jobs in sports.

The Cubs Scholars program provides high-potential Chicago students who have a demonstrated

financial need with a team-sponsored mentorship program designed to promote academic

achievement and post-secondary education. The program awards $20,000 scholarships to

recipients enrolling in four-year colleges or universities and offers a mentoring program to help

them transition from high school to college. Since 2013, 98 students have been awarded $1.96M

in scholarships for college.

For more information about Cubs Charities, visit www.cubscharities.org. 

About Cubs Charities

Cubs Charities is a nonprofit that mobilizes the power of sport to champion youth, families and

communities. Cubs Charities’ work is focused on sports-based youth development and academic

programming, investments in safe places to play and strategic grantmaking. Since 2009, Cubs

Charities has invested more than $49 million in people, places and programs across Chicago.

Cubs Charities is a leader among professional sports teams in its creation, execution and

delivery of quality, sports-based youth development programming. Today, Cubs Charities’

portfolio includes programs that provide children and youth with skilled coaches, quality

programming and safe and accessible places to play the game.

About The Robert R. McCormick Foundation

https://www.mccormickfoundation.org/
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/community/cubs-charities


Robert R. McCormick Foundation envisions a Chicagoland with educated and informed

individuals who are engaged in improving their communities. The Foundation invests in

organizations working to build thriving communities where all individuals have the resources

and opportunities to succeed without regard to income, race, ethnicity, gender, or ZIP code.

Established in 1955 upon the death of Col. Robert R. McCormick, longtime editor and publisher

of the Chicago Tribune, the McCormick Foundation has issued grants of approximately $2 billion.

The Foundation’s board also oversees Cantigny, Col. McCormick’s 500-acre estate in Wheaton,

Illinois, which encompasses a park, display gardens, a museum dedicated to the 1st Infantry

Division of the U.S. Army, and a 27-hole public golf facility. Learn more at

mccormickfoundation.org, cantigny.org, fdmuseum.org, and cantignygolf.com.
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