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European Integration Without Illusions:
Brussels Expects Reforms from Ukraine, Not
Slogans - Alona Lebedieva

KYIV, UKRAINE, May 6, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Another stage of
the screening of Ukrainian legislation
for compliance with EU law has been
completed in Brussels - this time
covering Chapter 20, “Enterprise and
Industrial Policy.” This is one of the key
segments of the future accession
negotiations between Ukraine and the
European Union. The outcome will
directly affect Ukraine's chances of
obtaining the “industrial visa-free
regime” - the ACAA agreement that
would allow Ukrainian products to circulate freely in the European market.
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The screening also touched on related chapters: “Transport Policy” and “Trans-European
Networks,” where a more stringent dialogue on Ukrainian railways is expected in June. This is not
about theoretical obligations, but about very practical matters - Ukraine’s participation in the
multi-billion-euro infrastructure program Connecting Europe Facility, the possibility of attracting
financing from the World Bank, and technical integration into the European network.

“Today, screening is an indicator not of formal compliance, but of real readiness to play by
European rules. And the EU is sending a clear message: either you change - or you remain in the
buffer zone,” says Alona Lebedieva, owner of the Ukrainian multi-profile industrial and
investment group of companies “Aurum Group.”

The greatest concern in the EU was raised by the localization requirement in Draft Law No. 11520
on public procurement. According to the European Commission, this provision may contradict
the principle of non-discrimination - one of the fundamentals of the European market. Kyiv's
arguments that this rule is temporary (valid until 2032) and limited in scope do not change the
overall impression: Brussels is clearly signaling that such practices are incompatible with the
model of open competition.
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In Ukraine, however, this is viewed differently - not as a departure from the rules, but as an
attempt to preserve industrial sovereignty during wartime.

“I fundamentally support localization,” says Alona Lebedieva. “We need to support our domestic
producers. Without it, we risk losing entire sectors before we even get access to the European
market. Localization is not a whim - it's a survival strategy. If we leave Ukrainian manufacturers
one-on-one with European giants, we'll have nothing left to integrate.”

In her view, Ukraine’s task is not to blindly copy models created in completely different
conditions, but to find a balanced solution:

“We need a flexible, adaptive system - one that allows integration into the EU without destroying
our own industry.”

Despite the criticism, Brussels positively assessed the launch of the Centralized Procurement
Organization, which is expected to implement the “price-quality” principle, taking into account
not only cost, but also environmental, social, and innovative aspects. But even here there is an
important caveat:

“We cannot create a transparent system if we simultaneously retain manual control and political
exemptions. That's like building a new house on an old foundation - the result will inevitably be
unstable,” Lebedieva notes.

The coming months will be decisive, as the June screening of the transport block will not just be
another negotiation stage, but a real test of Ukraine’s ability not just to make promises, but to
deliver. Without concrete action, we risk losing access to funding already reserved by
international partners - including more than $1.5 billion from the World Bank.

“Europe no longer buys into declarations. It wants to see decisions - legislative, institutional,
infrastructural. And if we truly want to be part of the common space, we must act as equals -
without bargaining for leniency,” Lebedieva concludes.

European integration is not about symbols or slogans - it's about detailed work, consistent
decision-making, and the ability to fulfill commitments at the pace set by the EU. If we genuinely
want to be part of the European space, we must begin to act as equals - not plead for exceptions
citing difficult conditions. Europe is tired of listening to explanations. It expects results.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/809933704
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