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PITTSBURGH, PA, UNITED STATES, May 6, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As

global tech giants like Meta and Microsoft accelerate AI innovation, the

Appalachian AI Energy Conference (May 21, 2025) emerges as a critical

forum to address the energy demands and infrastructure challenges of AI’s

exponential growth. With Meta’s launch of its generative AI app and

Microsoft’s focus on AI-driven productivity, the Appalachian Basin’s role in

powering AI data centers has never been more vital.

Why This Matters

Meta’s new AI app, built on its Llama 4 framework, and Microsoft’s

integration of AI across its platforms highlight the insatiable energy needs of AI systems. As Meta

CEO Mark Zuckerberg noted at LlamaCon, AI’s economic impact hinges on scalable energy

solutions-a challenge directly addressed by the Appalachian AI Energy Conference.

The Appalachian Basin’s

resources are critical to

ensuring AI’s growth doesn’t

outstrip our energy

infrastructure. This

conference is where

stakeholders unite to turn

challenges into

opportunities”

Tom Gellrich, CEO and

Founder, H2-CCS Network

Meanwhile, Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella emphasized the

need for infrastructure adaptation to harness AI’s

potential, drawing parallels to the historic shift to

electrification.

Appalachia’s Strategic Advantage

The Appalachian Basin is poised to become a national hub

for AI infrastructure, offering:

•  Abundant natural gas reserves to meet surging power

demands (25% of U.S. data centers already rely on

Marcellus/Utica gas).

•  Low-carbon energy innovations, including methane

capture and emerging technologies showcased by

speakers from Siemens Energy, CNX, and TECfusions

•  Brownfield redevelopment opportunities for large-scale data centers, with projects requiring

1,000+ acre sites and 35–85 GW of electricity by 2029

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://appaaienergy.com/
http://appaaienergy.com


Conference Highlights

Attendees will explore:

•  Energy solutions tailored to AI’s 24/7 power needs, including grid modernization and PJM

Interconnection strategies

•  Case studies from recent projects, such as a 2,000 MW data center in the region

•  Networking with energy providers, policymakers, and tech leaders to balance scalability with

sustainability

A Call to Action

“The Appalachian Basin’s resources are critical to ensuring AI’s growth doesn’t outstrip our

energy infrastructure,” said Tom Gellrich, CEO of H2-CCS Network. “.”

Event Details

•  Date: May 21, 2025

•  Location: Hilton Garden Inn Pittsburgh Southpointe

•  Registration: appaaienergy.com
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The Appalachian AI Energy Conference is organized by Shale Directories and the H2-CCS

Network, bridging energy innovation and AI infrastructure demands.
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