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Climate-driven urbanization is reshaping

Asia Pacific's waterproofing chemicals

market, with demand rising in smart

cities and resilient infrastructure projects

NEWARK, DE, UNITED STATES, May 8,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The Asia

Pacific waterproofing chemicals

market, traditionally viewed through

the lens of construction and

infrastructure expansion, is now

undergoing a shift driven by

environmental urgency and rapid

urban growth. While market analysts

often spotlight figures related to CAGR and raw material costs, a deeper and far more impactful

trend is emerging—the role of waterproofing chemicals in climate-resilient urban planning. From

sinking cities to smart urban grids, this niche sector is becoming pivotal in defining the

sustainability of Asia’s next-generation infrastructure.

As climate volatility

intensifies, waterproofing

chemicals are no longer

optional—they're central to

Asia Pacific’s urban

resilience, smart city

durability, and regulatory

compliance.”

Nikhil Kaitwade, Associate

Vice President at Future

Market Insights
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In recent years, cities like Jakarta, Manila, Bangkok, and

Dhaka have faced increasingly frequent flooding,

exacerbated by rising sea levels and intense monsoons.

These events are not only disrupting everyday life but also

crippling key infrastructure—transportation, housing, and

industrial sites. As a response, governments and private

developers are ramping up efforts to construct resilient

infrastructure, where waterproofing plays a crucial role.
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For instance, Bangkok’s flood defense strategy now includes advanced concrete admixtures and

bituminous waterproofing membranes in underground and low-lying urban zones. This shift has

created a surge in demand for liquid-applied membranes and crystalline waterproofing

chemicals, which can withstand prolonged submersion and offer longevity in extreme humidity.

According to recent insights from regional infrastructure development plans, waterproofing

chemicals are no longer just a protective layer—they are a fundamental component of flood-

resilient architecture.
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Across the Asia Pacific, smart city initiatives are multiplying. Singapore’s Smart Nation program,

South Korea’s U-City development model, and India’s 100 Smart Cities Mission each integrate

high-tech urban planning. While much attention is given to IoT systems and data connectivity,

one often overlooked but essential factor is waterproofing in tech-integrated infrastructure.

Waterproofing chemicals are now being formulated to meet the specific needs of smart

buildings, including energy-efficient rooftops with solar panels, underground data centers, and

green walls. In South Korea’s Songdo International Business District, extensive use of high-

performance polyurethane waterproofing materials ensures protection for subterranean digital

infrastructure and sensor-rich facilities.

This hidden layer of demand isn’t captured in standard market reports. Yet, developers and

municipal contractors in Asia’s emerging smart cities are increasingly sourcing multi-functional

waterproofing chemicals that offer not just moisture resistance but also thermal regulation and

sustainability compliance.
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Jakarta offers a striking example of how environmental degradation is reshaping market

dynamics. Sinking at a rate of 10 to 25 centimeters per year, the city faces an existential threat.

In response, Indonesia launched the National Capital relocation plan and initiated the Giant Sea

Wall project. As part of this effort, waterproofing chemicals—particularly high-durability

elastomeric coatings—are being used to protect sea walls, drainage systems, and coastal

infrastructure from brine exposure and hydrostatic pressure.
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Meanwhile, in India, Mumbai’s underground metro project (Metro Line 3) presents another facet

of waterproofing’s critical role. Given the city’s seasonal flooding and the subterranean nature of

the rail line, engineers have employed advanced cementitious waterproofing compounds and
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dual-layer sheet membranes to secure tunnels and stations. These projects are not merely

engineering marvels but also testaments to the evolving capabilities of the waterproofing

chemical industry in high-stakes urban environments.
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The Asia Pacific region is characterized by extraordinary climatic diversity—from the wet tropics

of Southeast Asia to the temperate zones of Japan and the arid stretches of Western China. This

variation is spurring tailored innovation in waterproofing formulations. Manufacturers are

shifting from one-size-fits-all solutions to region-specific chemical blends.

In Vietnam and the Philippines, where torrential rains and typhoons are routine, crystalline

waterproofing admixtures are gaining popularity for their ability to self-seal micro-cracks in

concrete. In contrast, in areas with high temperature variation, like parts of Northern India and

China, polymer-modified bitumen sheets and hybrid liquid membranes are favored for their

flexibility and UV resistance.

Local manufacturers, as well as global players like Sika, BASF, and Fosroc, are investing in

climate-specific R&D, giving rise to next-generation waterproofing solutions that meet both

environmental conditions and evolving construction codes. The result is a more fragmented but

specialized market, creating room for niche players to emerge.
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Another accelerant for market transformation is the increasing pressure from environmental

regulations and green building codes. Countries across the Asia Pacific, including Australia,

Japan, and Singapore, are mandating eco-friendly construction materials, prompting chemical

companies to innovate with low-VOC and solvent-free waterproofing products.

For example, Singapore’s Green Mark certification and Australia’s Green Star rating system both

emphasize water management and non-toxic building materials. In response, several

waterproofing chemical manufacturers are introducing bio-based waterproofing agents and

water-based elastomeric coatings that comply with sustainability goals while offering

performance parity with their solvent-heavy counterparts.

The push for green chemistry is also becoming a competitive differentiator. Companies that

invest in environmental compliance are increasingly favored in large-scale infrastructure tenders,

particularly those funded by public-private partnerships or multilateral development banks. This

is reshaping procurement criteria and encouraging manufacturers to pursue both durability and

environmental responsibility.
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By Technology Type:

- Membrane Type

- Coatings

- Injection Grouting

- Integral System

By Sales Channel:

- Direct Sales

- Retail Stores

- Distributors and Wholesalers

- Online

- DIY

By End User:

- Commercial Sector

- Residential Sector

- Infrastructure Sector

- Industrial Sector

- Others

By Country:

- Thailand

- Vietnam

- Malaysia

- Indonesia

- Guatemala
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Perfume Ingredient Chemicals Market: https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/perfume-

ingredient-chemicals-market

Oilfield Chemicals Market: https://www.futuremarketinsights.com/reports/oilfield-chemical-

market
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Future Market Insights, Inc. (ESOMAR certified, recipient of the Stevie Award, and a member of

the Greater New York Chamber of Commerce) offers profound insights into the driving factors

that are boosting demand in the market. FMI stands as the leading global provider of market

intelligence, advisory services, consulting, and events for the Packaging, Food and Beverage,

Consumer Technology, Healthcare, Industrial, and Chemicals markets. With a vast team of over

400 analysts worldwide, FMI provides global, regional, and local expertise on diverse domains

and industry trends across more than 110 countries.

Join us as we commemorate 10 years of delivering trusted market insights. Reflecting on a

decade of achievements, we continue to lead with integrity, innovation, and expertise.
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