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West Covina Unified School District Speech &
Debate Students Shine at State Tournament

WCUSD Wins 24 Gold Medals; Two
Schools Named State Champions in Their
Divisions

WEST COVINA, CA, UNITED STATES, May
8, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- West
Covina Unified School District proudly
announces that 118 elementary and
middle school students advanced to
the live, in-person semifinal and final
rounds of the 2025 California State
Speech & Debate Tournament held at
Santiago Canyon College in Orange.

entries representing 72 schools —

including teams from as far as Peoria,

lllinois — WCUSD students showcased excellence, preparation, and poise, earning an impressive
24 gold medals. Additionally, two WCUSD schools were named state champions in their
divisions:

Vine Elementary: Small Schools Division Champion
“ Edgewood Middle School: Large Schools Division

This achievement speaks Champion

volumes about our

students” , ,
“This achievement speaks volumes about our students'

Dr. Emy Flores B A _ )
talent, discipline, and academic drive,” said Superintendent

Dr. Emy Flores. “To have so many of our young scholars qualify, compete, and win at a high level
— it reflects the outstanding instruction from our educators and the incredible support from our
families. We are so proud of every student who participated.”

The Michael Leigh California Speech and Debate Tournament is among the most competitive
student speech and debate forums. Participants undergo rigorous qualifying rounds to advance
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to this level, showcasing public speaking, argumentation, research, and critical thinking skills.

“Our students not only performed exceptionally, but they represented WCUSD with character
and confidence,” added Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services Denise Knutsen. “This
results from months of hard work, coaching, and collaboration. Their success is a celebration for
our entire district.”

This year's competition highlights WCUSD's continued commitment to excellence in academic
and enrichment programs, fostering opportunities for students to grow as thinkers,
communicators, and leaders.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/810859601
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