
Breathing New Life into Baltimore’s Row
Houses: Managed Renovations on What’s Next
for Urban Design

Managed Renovations Kitchen Remodel

Managed Renovations Kitchen Remodel (2)

Across Baltimore’s urban landscape, a

new wave of design thinking is

transforming the city’s signature row

houses.

BALTIMORE, MD, UNITED STATES, May

13, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Across

Baltimore’s urban landscape, a new

wave of design thinking is transforming

the city’s signature row houses. These

narrow, often century-old homes are

being reimagined with both function

and history in mind. Rather than

stripping them of character, today’s

renovations are embracing original

details while updating layouts,

materials, and systems for

contemporary life.

This thoughtful approach is helping

homeowners tap into the full potential

of their properties—creating light-filled,

energy-efficient, and livable spaces that

still reflect the rhythm and personality

of Baltimore’s architectural heritage.

Making the Most of Tight Footprints

A defining characteristic of the

Baltimore row house is its slender width. Some homes span just 12 to 14 feet across, making

space planning both a challenge and an opportunity. Renovation efforts often begin by

reevaluating the flow of the home—looking for ways to reduce visual clutter, remove

unnecessary partitions, and create a sense of openness.
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In one Highlandtown renovation, a series of

cramped first-floor rooms was opened into a single

L-shaped living-dining-kitchen area. The shift added

usable square footage simply by reclaiming space

lost to awkward transitions. The homeowners chose

a continuous hardwood floor throughout the level,

visually expanding the room and providing a

seamless feel underfoot.

Natural light is also a priority. Because row homes

often have windows only in the front and rear, many

renovators opt to install transoms above interior

doors or use partial wall cutouts to let sunlight travel

further into the home. In some cases, light wells or

narrow courtyards can be added without

compromising privacy.

Kitchens That Work for Today

In older homes, kitchens were often tucked away at the rear—small, enclosed, and separated

from daily activity. Modern updates flip this script. Kitchens are now the heart of the home,

integrated into open living areas and designed with both style and efficiency in mind.

Quartz or butcher-block countertops, custom cabinetry, and matte black hardware are trending

in Baltimore remodels, according to 2024 remodeling data from Houzz. Many homeowners are

also investing in energy-efficient appliances and flexible layouts that accommodate cooking,

dining, and entertaining.

One homeowner in Hampden used a galley kitchen layout to maximum effect, incorporating a

full wall of cabinets for storage and installing a pass-through to the adjacent dining room to keep

sight lines open. The result was a kitchen that felt larger than its footprint—perfect for a home

with frequent visitors and weekend brunches.

Bathrooms Built to Refresh

Second only to kitchens in importance, bathrooms are often where style meets practicality. In

row house renovations, designers must contend with narrow footprints, aging plumbing, and

sometimes no existing bathroom on the main floor.

More than just aesthetic upgrades, today’s bathroom remodels often include improved

ventilation systems, low-flow fixtures, and radiant heat flooring—enhancing comfort while

lowering utility bills.

Preserving What Matters

While modern features take center stage, thoughtful row house renovations never lose sight of
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their roots. Original hardwood floors, brick walls, and antique banisters are often preserved or

restored, not replaced. These elements carry the weight of time, grounding the space in its

neighborhood’s history.

For homes in designated historic districts, such as Mount Vernon or Bolton Hill, renovations

must comply with the guidelines of the Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation

(CHAP). This often means using historically appropriate materials on exteriors—like wood-

framed windows or lime-based mortars—while updates behind the façade can lean more

modern.

Smarter Systems, Safer Homes

Updating electrical and HVAC systems is a must for older row houses. Original knob-and-tube

wiring, common in early 20th-century homes, poses safety hazards and cannot handle the load

of modern appliances. Renovators are advised to work with licensed professionals when rewiring

or installing service panels.

Smart home technologies—such as lighting, security, and climate control—are also finding their

way into many Baltimore renovations. These upgrades not only add convenience but often boost

the home’s long-term value, especially among younger buyers.

Budgeting Wisely for Lasting Impact

Renovating a row house isn’t just a design project—it’s a financial undertaking that demands

careful planning. Costs can range widely based on the extent of the work and the home’s

condition. According to 2024 data from Remodeling Magazine, a midrange kitchen remodel in

the Mid-Atlantic region averages around $77,000, while a full bathroom remodel may cost

between $25,000 and $40,000.

Homeowners are encouraged to establish firm priorities early in the planning process. Focus on

structural needs and essential systems first, then layer in design upgrades. Financing options

such as renovation loans or home equity lines of credit can help stretch budgets responsibly

when paired with a well-defined scope of work.

Leave Your Own Mark On Your Home

The process of revamping your Baltimore row house is a rewarding endeavor that allows you to

reimagine and renew your urban living space. With careful planning, creative inspiration, and a

vision for the future, you can achieve a beautifully revitalized home that seamlessly blends

tradition with modernity. The journey may have challenges but with Managed Renovations, the

end result will be a testament to your dedication and personal style!

About Managed Renovations

Managed Renovations is a full-service design-build firm based in Baltimore, specializing in the

renovation and restoration of historic row houses. With a strong emphasis on craftsmanship,



clear communication, and smart planning, the team helps clients unlock the potential of their

homes without compromising on quality or heritage.

To learn more or schedule a consultation, visit www.managedrenovations.com.
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