
The RISE Climate & Wine Symposium Engaged
650 Guests Sharing Leadership Opportunities
& Generating Commitments to Action

Forum on local climate cooling with Tod Mostero,

Dominus, Mimi Casteel, Hope Well Wine, Brock

Dolman, Occidental Arts & Ecology Center, Obi

Kaufmann, Author & Illustrator, Anna Brittain, Napa

Green. Photo Credit: Briana Marie Photography

The aim of RISE is to motivate and

support a more regenerative & resilient

wine community, and leverage wine’s

powerful platform to show what is

possible.

NAPA, CA, UNITED STATES, May 21,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The Napa

Green nonprofit has delivered its third

impactful RISE Climate & Wine

Symposium, with 70 leading speakers

from within and beyond the industry,

from local to global. Across six half-day

events, Anna Brittain, Napa Green’s

Executive Director, inspired attendees

with a rallying call, “RISE is about

action. We are here to share the

opportunities, resources, and support

to commit to and implement leading

practices.” Highlights of powerful insights and commitments from RISE: 

RISE established that regenerative agriculture is our future. Chimney Rock Winemaker Elizabeth

Vianna, noted, “Biodiversity feels good. It feels right.” Dr. Jonathan Lundgren, Director of Ecdysis

Foundation, said, “For every management decision you make you should ask yourself, ‘Am I

killing life or am I growing life?’...Farmers are meant to be stewards of life.” Caine Thompson,

Managing Director of Robert Hall, shared, “We’ve had a seven percent increase in farming costs,

but that’s been more than offset by improved yields and higher quality fruit.” Bedrock Wine Co.

owner Morgan Twain-Peterson MW, revealed, “Tilled soil can absorb water at a rate of roughly

half an inch per hour. Non-tilled soil can absorb 8-11 inches of water per hour.” Tommy Fenster,

PhD candidate at UC Davis, said, “Our research shows the benefits of stacking regenerative

practices even without being organic.” 

To help accelerate the regenerative movement Napa Green and Thompson, who is also a
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RISE attendees Meghan Zobeck and Michael Silacci,

Opus One and Hailey Trefethen, Trefethen Family

Vineyards. Photo Credit: Briana Marie Photography

Regenerative Viticulture Foundation

board member, committed to launch

the One Block Challenge in the North

Bay later this year.

Chris Renfro, founder of The Two

Eighty Project, noted, “Wine has the

potential to show what diversity can

look like in a bottle.” Jermaine Stone,

creator of Wine and Hip Hop, said,

“When you expand the narrative you

expand the market…We have to attach

wine to local cultures.” Steve

Rasmussen, co-owner of Palisades

Canyon, committed to connect with

Renfro and explore the opportunity to

create an inclusive community

vineyard and mentorship space in

Calistoga. 

Sarah Unger, co-founder of Cultique, shared the concept of “New-stalgia” - a nostalgia for

experiences you haven’t yet had, and noted, “The wine industry has the opportunity to create

My ask of you is if you want

to change the world please

call Napa Green. They want

you to succeed. Together we

will achieve the mission of a

resilient Napa Valley, and set

a standard for our industry.”

Dan Petroski, Massican Wines

new-stalgia experiences.” Dom De Ville, Sustainability

Director at The Wine Society, said, “We have to reframe the

narrative of sustainability from sacrifice to joy. Joy drives

behavior.” Christian Miller, Director of Research at Wine

Market Council, emphasized, “The visibility of credible, easy

to understand sustainability claims on the bottle and shelf

is critical.” Randi Kronthal-Sacco, Senior Scholar at the NYU

Stern Center for Sustainable Business, committed to work

with Napa Green to do a consumer study specific to wine

and spirits.

Renée Lertzman, climate psychologist and founder of Project InsideOut, shared a powerful

quote, “It is hard to learn if you already know.” Brock Dolman, co-founder of the Occidental Arts

& Ecology Center, played on words, saying, “We need an ego-system re-story-ation.” Finn Does, a

youth climate activist and organizer, who at 19 has already led thousands of students, noted,

“Tipping points start inside us.”

Dan Petroski, Massican winemaker and Napa Green Board Chair, told the audience, “I most

importantly want to thank the Napa Green team…They are one of the most passionate teams in

the Napa Valley. My ask of you is if you want to change the world, and you need help, please call



them, lean on them, they want you to succeed. And together we will achieve the mission of a

resilient and sustainable Napa Valley, and set a standard for our industry.”

The aim of Napa Green and RISE is to motivate and support a more regenerative and resilient

regional wine community, and leverage wine’s powerful leadership platform to show what is

possible and hasten the global transition to diverse, healthy farms and conscientious businesses.

Learn more and access the RISE recordings and slides at napagreen.org (available by June 2).

RISE will return in 2027.

“We have to care for and collaborate with nature, we have to care for and collaborate with each

other, as if our lives depend on it. Because they do.” -Anna Brittain, Napa Green
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