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Barry Childs of the Non-Profit Africa Bridge
Recently Featured on Close Up Radio

FAIRPORT, NY, UNITED STATES, May 26,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Barry
Childs grew up in Tanzania and
subsequently lived and worked in
South Africa, Swaziland, England,
Germany and the US. Barry was a
corporate executive for 32 years,17
years with Exxon and 15 with Abbott
Labs. A multifunctional executive, Barry
has experience in sales, marketing,
operations, human resources, learning;
development and total quality
management.

In 1998 be returned to Tanzania for the
first time in 35 years. The country was
still beautiful, and the people were
gracious. However, the population had
grown five-fold and HIV/AIDS was
prevalent leading to poverty and
shortened lifespans.

Barry wondered whether he could find his old playmates but as he thought about it, he
remembered that the average lifespan in Tanzania in 1998 was under 50. So, they had probably
died in poverty in the villages where they were born. He asked himself the question why? Why
had he had such a life of abundance, while his childhood friends had a life of deprivation with
few choices. He realized it was just luck.

Barry had been fortunate enough to be born into a family that had the resources to nourish,
educate and protect him from diseases. It was that simple. He wrote in his journal, “I am going to
do something.”---to level the playing field for those kids who did not have the basics; food,
shelter, education, healthcare and social services.

In 2000 he retired early from Abbott Laboratories and founded Africa Bridge, an NGO dedicated


http://www.einpresswire.com

to transforming the lives of vulnerable
children and their families. Barry
describes himself as an African soul
with a Western intellect. He is a
dreamer, a citizen of the world, a
lifelong learner, and a change agent.
He believes children are the future of
any family, community or country.

The current reality in Sub-Saharan
Africa is that countless children live in
extreme poverty with inadequate
access to nourishment, safe shelter,
healthcare, education or the prospects
of a viable future. Of those living in
extreme poverty worldwide, 90% reside
in Africa, 80% in rural areas and 50%
are children. Those most impacted by
extreme poverty are children living in
rural areas.

With this focus on vulnerable children
Africa Bridge developed a 5-year model
across 6 wards comprised of 70,000
residents and in the podcasts, he will
outline it and discuss the wonderful
outcomes.

The key outcomes of this model are:
Economic Growth, Improved Living
Standards, Creating Generational
Wealth: Education, Health Nutrition,
Women's Empowerment, Community
Strength: Self-Reliance & Independence
and Donor ROI.

In 2021 an independent evaluation by
Market Share Associates and Dr. Heath
Prince, Director of the Ray Marshall
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Center at the University of Texas concluded that this 5-year model was a game -changer in the
alleviation of extreme poverty (reduced from over 70% to less than 50%.).

In 2024 Barry published a book titled “And The Children Shall Lead Us” which describes the Africa



Bridge model, key principles, case
studies and the independent
evaluation. The book is available at
Amazon and Barnes and Noble
websites. When Barry is asked about
his favorite chapter. He responds with
a smile “Love is a Verb.”

He relates that in 1997 he learned
about the meaning of love and its role
in life, from a retired Bank CEO called
Bill O'Brien. Bill was speaking at a
conference about how he had turned
around a failing bank. The moderator
asked Bill how he did it Bill and his
shocking reply was “With Love.” Bill
elaborated tat love is a verb. It is
something that you do. It is the
completion of another. This can apply
to every relationship you have in your
life.. Africa Bridge is an act of love. It helps to complete Barry and in turn helps to complete the
most vulnerable children.

Barry says that Africa Bridge has been a gift. It has given him a purpose in life. When he wakes
up in the morning, he knows he has much do. often, too much to do. He is constantly rewarded
with the love he receives, the variety of people he meets and the satisfaction of overcoming
impossible obstacles.

This is an exciting time for Africa Bridge. They have embarked on a new strategy of sharing their
model with others. They are also launching a new initiative combining community development
with wildlife conservation Barry believes it will open up new opportunities for Africa Bridge that
he had not previously envisioned.

In his four interviews, Barry will talk about the book, the Africa Bridge model, the new project,
the importance of understanding the context of your client’s situation, as well as ongoing
improvement and simplification. And of course, about having a goal and never giving up.

Close Up Radio recently featured Barry Childs, founder of Africa Bridge, in a multi-part interview
with Jim Masters on Tuesday May 20th at 4pm Eastern, and with Doug Llewelyn on Tuesday May
27th at 4pm Eastern

Listen to the Podcast

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-barry-childs-of-



https://blubrry.com/3830099/145645037/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-barry-childs-of-the-non-profit-africa-bridge/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-barry-childs-of-the/id1785721253?i=1000709255348

the/id17857212532i=1000709255348
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-close-up-radio-242020413/episode/part-1-close-up-radio-

spotlights-276770790/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6gcVijOlYHurmvFTgyYk30

For more information about Barry Childs and Africa Bridge, visit their website:
www.africabridge.org

Lou Ceparano

Close Up Television & Radio
+++1 631-850-3314

email us here

Visit us on social media:
Facebook

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/815069079

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-barry-childs-of-the/id1785721253?i=1000709255348
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-close-up-radio-242020413/episode/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-276770790/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-close-up-radio-242020413/episode/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-276770790/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6qcVijOlYHurmvFTqyYk30
http://www.africabridge.org
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5221178
https://www.facebook.com/CloseUpRadio/
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/815069079
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

