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Juneteenth & Black Inventors: Celebrating
Freedom Through Innovation

"Explore how Black inventors transformed freedom SEEL VIIEE
o . . BlackinventorsiMuseun
into innovation, honoring Juneteenth through

groundbreaking achievements and discoveries." N ETE E N T H

BROOKLYN, NY, UNITED STATES, May 23, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Black Inventors Museum
Presents "Juneteenth & Black Inventors:
Celebrating Freedom Through Innovation"
Exhibition in Downtown Brooklyn

The Black Inventors Museum proudly announces
its encore presentation of "Juneteenth & Black
Inventors: Celebrating Freedom Through

Innovation," a groundbreaking exhibition Throuvgh nnovation
hlghllghtlng the technological con.trlbutl.ons of June 1772 2025 11am-7pm
Black inventors throughout American history. The :

exhibition runs June 18-22, 2025, at City Point

THINGS

Center in Downtown Brooklyn. 445 Albee Sq west Brooklyn NY

"Juneteenth & Black Inventors: Celebrating

Following its successful February 2025 premiere, Freedom Through Innovation”

this exhibition returns by popular demand to
commemorate Juneteenth, the federal holiday
marking the emancipation of enslaved African Americans.

Special Author Appearance

Renowned author Keith Holmes will sign copies of his book "Black Inventors: Crafting Over 200
Years of Success" on:

* Juneteenth (June 19): 12 noon - 6 pm

* Friday-Sunday (June 20-22): 12 noon - 6 pm

His book exposes inventions, patents and labour-saving devices developed by Black inventors
from many countries: the U.S. (including almost all 50 states), Canada, Ghana, South Africa,
Nigeria, Trinidad and Tobago, Haiti, Jamaica, etc.

"Juneteenth represents not just physical freedom but intellectual liberation—the freedom to
create, patent, and be recognized for one's ingenuity," says James Ince, the Museum Curator.


http://www.einpresswire.com

"This exhibition showcases how Black inventors
“ transformed that freedom into groundbreaking

Juneteenth represents not innovations that have shaped our world."

just physical freedom but
intellectual liberation—the
freedom to create, patent,
and be recognized for one's
ingenuity,”

James Ince, Museum Curator

Mr. Ince continues, "What many people don't realize is that
enslaved individuals were brilliant problem-solvers who
created ingenious solutions daily, yet their masters often
took credit for their innovations. Emancipation didn't just
break physical chains—it unleashed centuries of
suppressed creativity and intellectual potential. We see this

explosion of documented innovation immediately following 1865, not because Black people
suddenly became inventive, but because they could finally claim ownership of their ideas. The
patent system became their pathway to recognition and economic empowerment. Today's
visitors often express amazement at the sheer volume and diversity of these contributions, from
life-saving medical devices to technologies that built modern America. This exhibition reveals
how freedom transformed brilliant minds from invisible contributors into celebrated innovators
whose legacies continue inspiring future generations."

The Connection Between Freedom and Innovation

The exhibition explores the profound relationship between emancipation and invention. After
June 19, 1865, when freedom was announced in Texas, newly freed African Americans gained the
legal right to own their intellectual property. This sparked unprecedented waves of Black
innovation despite overwhelming societal barriers.

Prior to emancipation, enslaved individuals could not legally own patents, meaning their
ingenious solutions to everyday problems went unrecognized and uncompensated. Freedom
changed everything. Within decades of emancipation, Black inventors began revolutionizing
American life through groundbreaking innovations. Granville T. Woods developed the multiplex
telegraph system that transformed railroad safety. Sarah Boone improved the ironing board
design that remains standard today. Lewis Latimer perfected the carbon filament for light bulbs,
making electric lighting practical and affordable. George Washington Carver's agricultural
innovations revitalized Southern farming. These inventors didn't just create products—they
solved fundamental problems in transportation, communication, household efficiency, and food
production, proving that intellectual freedom was as transformative as physical liberation.

Exhibition Highlights

The display features interactive exhibits showcasing over 100 inventions by Black inventors,
historical patents and documents, and a timeline connecting emancipation to invention
milestones. Visitors can participate in educational workshops on the patent process and explore
a special section dedicated to Brooklyn's Black inventors. Augmented reality experiences bring
these innovations to life.



Museum Background

For 29 years, the Black Inventors Museum has traveled internationally, educating millions about
the often-overlooked contributions of Black inventors to science and technology. The museum's
mission to recover, celebrate, and promote the hidden legacy of Black innovation aligns perfectly
with Juneteenth's emphasis on recognition and celebration of African American achievement.

"Our traveling exhibition has reached communities across five continents," notes the museum's
curator. "We've witnessed how learning about Black inventors transforms young people's
understanding of American history and inspires the next generation of innovators."

Community Partnership

This exhibition is sponsored by Brooklyn Spread Love (Brooklynspreadlove.com) and We Mount
Things (wemountthings.com), organizations committed to educational and cultural enrichment
in Brooklyn communities.

Exhibition Information

* Dates: June 18-22, 2025

* Location: City Point Center, Downtown Brooklyn
* Website: blackinventorsmuseum.com/juneteenth
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