
Minister Julien Paluku Unveils Strategic the 4
Pillars of the Congo DRC Trade Policy

Minister Julien Paluku Unveils Strategic

Trade Policy Focused on Diversification,

Business Climate Reform, Export Promotion, and Economic Integration

HUNTERSVILLE, NC, UNITED STATES, May 30, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- In a bold and forward-

The partnership with the

United States should not be

limited to minerals. It must

expand to a concrete

commitment by the U.S.

private sector to invest now

in the real economy of the

DRC,”

H.E. Julien Paluku, Congo DRC

Foreign Trade Minister

looking address, the Minister of Foreign Trade, H.E. Julien

Paluku, presented the Democratic Republic of Congo’s

(DRC) new trade policy, structured around four key pillars:

economic diversification, improvement of the business

climate, export promotion, and economic integration.

Alongside the Minister of Communication and Media, H.E.

Patrick Muyaya, Minister Paluku emphasized that the DRC

is undergoing a period of reconstruction and renewal

under the leadership of President Félix Tshisekedi. This

transformation reflects the government’s determination to

redefine the national economic framework.

“The first pillar of our trade policy is the diversification of the economy. We must no longer rely

solely on the mining sector. By investing in agriculture and leveraging our vast arable land, we

can create jobs and foster sustainable growth,” said Minister Paluku.

He stressed the urgent need to continue improving the business environment, noting that it

currently takes around 200 hours to export a container from the DRC, compared to a regional

average of just 50 hours. “Such inefficiency discourages investors. Streamlining export

procedures is crucial to attract and retain economic operators,” he added.

The third pillar is export promotion. The Minister explained that while imports stood at USD 7

billion annually in 2019, exports have now grown to nearly USD 20 billion. “A balanced trade

account is essential. Boosting exports will help bring in foreign exchange and strengthen our

economy,” he emphasized.

Finally, Minister Paluku underlined the importance of economic integration, citing the DRC’s

active participation in regional and international organizations such as SADC, ECCAS, the EAC,
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H.E. Julien Paluku visit to the U.S.

and the WTO. “Our engagement in

these structures is vital to receive

technical support and access global

markets,” he concluded.

STRENGTHENING THE U.S.-DRC

MINERAL PARTNERSHIP

Minister Paluku’s statement comes at a

strategic moment, as the DRC prepares

to finalize a landmark mineral

agreement with the United States,

aimed at securing supply chains for

critical minerals such as cobalt, copper,

and lithium—essential resources in the

global energy transition.

The new trade policy’s focus on export

efficiency and business transparency

directly supports this growing

partnership with the United States. By reducing logistical barriers, ensuring compliance with

international standards, and deepening DRC’s involvement in global trade institutions, the

government is laying the foundation for long-term, balanced trade relationships.

“With the right policies in place, this agreement with the United States could serve as a model for

responsible sourcing and attract significant investment, technology, and infrastructure to the

DRC,” said Dr. Ngoie Joel Nshisso, Consultant to the Foreign Trade Minister.

A STRATEGIC OPPORTUNITY FOR THE U.S. TO SUPPORT ECONOMIC REFORM AND MOBILIZE

REFORMS 

Beyond securing mineral supplies, the anticipated deal represents a strategic opportunity for the

United States to support the Democratic Republic of the Congo's (DRC) ongoing economic

reform efforts. By backing the government’s initiatives to strengthen governance, modernize

trade procedures, and enhance the business climate, the U.S. can contribute to building a more

stable, resilient, and inclusive Congolese economy.

In addition, the Congolese government formally invites the U.S. private sector to act promptly

and seize investment opportunities in key sectors, including agriculture, energy, infrastructure,

telecommunications, and green technology. The DRC offers vast growth potential, driven by its

dynamic youth, abundant natural resources, and a clear political will to create a business-friendly

environment.



“The partnership with the United States should not be limited to minerals. It must expand to a

concrete commitment by the U.S. private sector to invest now in the real economy of the DRC,”

Minister Paluku stated.

The trade strategy presented reflects the DRC’s ambition to reshape its commercial landscape

and play a central role in global trade, at a time when its strategic minerals are more essential

than ever to the world economy.
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