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Frontotemporal Dementia Therapeutics Enter
New Era as Gene and Antibody Therapies
Advance Toward Market | Cl Insights

FTD therapies are evolving fast, led by
gene-targeted innovation and Phase Il
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Frontotemporal dementia (FTD), a rare e
and devastating neurological disorder,
is finally seeing a wave of innovation
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that may redefine treatment
paradigms. Long overshadowed by
Alzheimer’s disease, FTD has remained
without disease-modifying options. But with deepening biological insight and growing clinical
urgency, biopharma companies are now developing therapies that directly target the disorder’s
genetic and molecular underpinnings.

Frontotemporal Dementia (FTD)

FTD primarily affects individuals between 45 and 64 years
“ of age and impacts brain regions that govern behavior,
personality, and language. While current pharmacologic
strategies focus only on symptom management through
SSRIs and antipsychotics, a dynamic pipeline is aiming to
slow disease progression and restore function.

As frontotemporal dementia
moves into the age of
targeted and durable
therapies, the convergence
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Among the most promising candidates is Alector’s

Latozinemab (ALO01), a monoclonal antibody targeting progranulin deficiency in GRN-linked FTD.
Currently in a pivotal Phase lll trial, Latozinemab is poised to become the first approved therapy
in its class by 2026-2027. Holding orphan drug designation and built on a strong IP position,
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Alector is seen as the clear frontrunner in the GRN subtype space.

Meanwhile, AviadoBio and Passage Bio are leading the gene therapy charge. Their AAV-based
programs—AVB-101 and PBFT02, respectively—seek to restore progranulin expression via direct
delivery to central nervous system structures. These therapies aim for long-term correction
through a one-time administration, offering an alternative to chronic dosing strategies. Expected
to read out in late 2027 or early 2028, these programs represent a critical shift toward durable,
genetically-informed treatments.

On the small molecule front, Denali Therapeutics, in partnership with Takeda, is developing TAK-
594 (DNL593)—a blood-brain barrier-penetrant, oral GRN enhancer that could broaden access
by offering a non-invasive, scalable solution. Lilly also remains in the race with LY3884963, a
monoclonal antibody that directly competes with ALO01, reinforcing the competitive intensity in
the GRN-linked segment.

The Target Opportunity Profile (TOP) for successful FTD therapies has crystallized around several
key requirements: disease-modifying mechanisms of action, meaningful clinical efficacy,
favorable long-term safety, patient-friendly delivery routes, and alignment with genetic
biomarkers such as GRN and C9orf72 mutations. Therapies that meet these
standards—especially those that achieve early, durable benefits—will be best positioned to gain
payer support and clinician adoption.

What sets this pipeline apart is its alignment with a modern understanding of dementia as a
biologically diverse condition. Developers are increasingly using companion diagnostics,
precision enrollment strategies, and novel endpoints to accelerate progress through regulatory
pathways like Fast Track and Breakthrough Therapy designations.

The strategic landscape is also evolving. Orphan pricing models and advanced manufacturing
are making previously cost-prohibitive therapies more viable. Moreover, as awareness of FTD
grows, so does the demand for interventions that go beyond managing aggression or apathy to
truly altering the course of the disease.
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By 2028, the FTD market may include monoclonal antibodies, gene therapies, and oral small
molecules—all personalized to genetic or biomarker profiles. The shift from symptomatic relief
to disease modification could dramatically alter the clinical outlook for patients and redefine
value for stakeholders across the biopharma ecosystem.

For stakeholders in neurology, rare diseases, and precision medicine, our Pharma Competitive
Intelligence Report on Frontotemporal Dementia offers in-depth analysis of these pipeline
developments, competitive dynamics, and regulatory strategies. The report provides actionable
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insights for investors, clinical developers, and market access teams preparing to navigate this
emerging frontier in neurodegeneration.
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