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UAE's Climate Law Signals a Global Shift: From
Aspirations to Enforcement

The United Arab Emirates has enacted
Federal Decree-Law No. 11 of 2024—a
bold legislative move that elevates —
climate ambition into an enforceable
obligation. i
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DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, May
30, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --In a
defining moment for global climate = 1

governance, the United Arab Emirates Dr. Om Dubey, Managing Director, CCR: Climate
has enacted Federal Decree-Law No. 11 Change Response

of 2024—a bold legislative move that

elevates climate ambition into an

enforceable regulatory expectation. With this, the UAE establishes itself not only as a regional
trailblazer but as a global forerunner in a new climate reality: action is no longer voluntary—it is
mandated.

This legislation marks a turning point: the UAE moves decisively from aspiration to enforcement.
It doesn't just urge action; it mandates it. It doesn’t merely encourage transparency; it codifies it.
And in doing so, it highlights a larger global truth: climate compliance is no longer about good
intentions—it demands robust infrastructure.

Why the UAE'’s Law Stands Apart

This is not just another disclosure framework.

Unlike voluntary initiatives or fragmented regional guidelines, Federal Decree-Law No. 11
enshrines greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reporting as a legal obligation, enforceable by
penalties and embedded within the nation’s carbon budgeting strategy.

. Both public and private sector entities, including those in free zones, are now required to
measure, verify, and report emissions on an annual basis. The UAE's move reflects a growing
global trend: climate legislation is evolving from guidance to governance. While many nations
remain reliant on voluntary frameworks, the UAE has taken the leap—treating emissions
compliance with the same gravity as tax or financial regulation.
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Take California, for instance. In 2023, the state enacted SB 253 and SB 261, requiring emissions
disclosures for companies with over $1 billion in revenue, and climate-related risk reporting for
those above $500 million. These laws—among the most ambitious in the world—will take effect
in 2026. Yet, they stop short of establishing carbon budgets or enacting enforcement penalties.

The UAE goes a step further. Its law integrates ESG ambition with regulatory force, offering a
roadmap for emerging economies to lead the climate transition—not merely follow it.

Climate Risk is Business Risk

The implications for business leaders are profound. GHG data is no longer just sustainability
information—it's operational intelligence. For CEOs and CFOs, decarbonisation is now a
compliance requirement, legal risk, and a strategic imperative.

Key business obligations now include:

* Annual emissions inventories

+ Retention of GHG data for five years

+ Emission reduction plans for high emitters

+ Alignment with the UAE's Net Zero 2050 national goals

Penalties for non-compliance range from AED 50,000 to AED 2 million, with additional
consequences for repeated violations. Climate risk is now measured, monetised, and regulated.

The Readiness Gap: Most Companies Aren't Prepared

Most organisations remain under-equipped. Legacy spreadsheets and isolated ESG teams are
insufficient to meet real-time regulatory requirements. The UAE's law necessitates that
businesses shall implement:

* Real-time emissions monitoring and integration across operations

+ Digital systems embedded across finance, supply chain, and production

+ Clear roles and responsibilities for climate governance

+ Al-driven forecasting and compliance analytics

+ Fully automated, audit-ready reporting systems

This isn't about ticking boxes. It's about embedding sustainability into the heart of operations.
The Role of Al: Powering Climate Intelligence

Scaling compliance demands intelligent infrastructure—systems that convert sustainability
ambitions into operational execution. Artificial intelligence plays a pivotal role. Next-generation
platforms unify enterprise-wide data and transform it into actionable insights, aligned with
global standards like the GHG Protocol, ISO 14064, and may others. Al doesn't replace human
oversight—it enhances it, enabling precision, agility, and predictive compliance.
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CCR's Intelligence Platform (CIP): Compliance Made Scalable

At the forefront of this transformation is CCR’s Climate Intelligence Platform (CIP)—a powerful Al-
driven system designed for mid to large enterprises navigating emissions regulation.

“With its Al capabilities CIP doesn’t just make sustainability simplified—it makes it practical,” says
Dr. Om Dubey, Managing Director at CCR. “It simplifies complex legislation into daily workflows
any business can adopt.”

A few of the Core capabilities of CIP include:

+ Direct integration with utility and transportation data

« Automated calculation for Scopes 1, 2, and 3 emissions

* Predictive modeling for performance and strategy

* One-click generation of compliant reports

+ Executive dashboards for ongoing oversight

+ Generative Al to interact with dashboards, datasets, and reports, all tailored to each business
« Agentic Al to assist with and automate alerting, responses and workflows

CCR's platform is already supporting companies worldwide in shifting from reactive reporting to
proactive climate action. Originating in Australia and with decades of experience in NGERs
compliance reporting that mandates emission reporting in Australia, CCR is targeting to bring its
global expertise to the MENA region with its establishment in the UAE.

People-Led, Partner-Driven Transformation

Technology alone won't secure compliance. CCR empowers a global ecosystem of channel
partners—consultants, auditors, engineers—who leverage CIP to lead their clients through
compliance journeys. “ CCR with its headquarters in Perth, Australia, but a partner ecosystem
and branch offices across the globe, brings the global capability to the local level, leveraging both
the capabilities of local insights and global collaboration”, says Dr. Dubey. "CIP do more than
deliver reports. They provide integrated intelligence systems that enhance data quality, cut costs,
and accelerate sustainability strategies," he further adds.

In the UAE, CCR and its local partners are on the ground, supporting industries in their journey
toward full compliance with Federal Decree-Law No. 11 of 2024.

This legislation is more than a regulatory change—it's a transformation in how businesses are
built for the climate era. Sustainability is no longer a peripheral concern. It must be embedded
into core business functions: finance, procurement, operations, and enterprise risk.

This law replaces intermittent disclosure with continuous accountability. ESG is no longer a
narrative—it's an operating system.
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The countdown is on: companies must submit their full emissions reports by May 30, 2026. Early
movers won't just meet compliance—they'll lead the transition.

To explore CCR’s compliance solutions and climate intelligence platform, visit www.ccr.earth.
CCR's experts are actively supporting clients across UAE and the wider MENA region.

To know more on CCR Contact: CA Chhavi Wadhawan
Climate Change Response Pty. Ltd.
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