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BridgeYear expands to give high school

students, especially non-college-bound,

direct access to career exploration,

workforce training, and economic

mobility.

HOUSTON, TX, UNITED STATES, June 3,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- In response

to growing demand for diverse career

pathways and skilled labor, BridgeYear,

a Houston-based nonprofit

organization, is expanding its reach to

ensure high school

students—particularly those not

pursuing a four-year college

degree—have direct access to career

exploration, workforce training, and

economic mobility.

At a time when the rising cost of higher education, student loan debt, and a rapidly evolving job

market have made the traditional college route inaccessible or impractical for many, BridgeYear

offers a powerful alternative. Its programs are designed to prepare students for high-demand

industries and provide them with the tools and support necessary to enter the workforce directly

after high school.

“A four-year college degree should be a choice—not the default expectation,” said a BridgeYear

spokesperson. “We’re committed to helping students discover career options that align with their

interests and strengths while providing a clear path to economic stability. Everyone deserves the

chance to succeed, regardless of the postsecondary path they choose.”

Closing the Opportunity Gap Through Career Education

BridgeYear addresses a critical and often overlooked need: preparing students who are not on
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the college track for success in high-growth, livable-wage careers. Through a combination of

career exploration programs, certification pathways, and student support services, BridgeYear

empowers students to make informed decisions about their futures.

Its impact has grown significantly during the 2023–2024 academic year, with expanded

programming across the Greater Houston area, increased student engagement, and deeper

partnerships with schools and local employers.

Key Programs and Initiatives Include:

Career Exploration Fairs and Interactive Workshops:

These experiences expose students to various industries—including healthcare, technology,

skilled trades, logistics, and more. Students engage with hands-on activities, simulations, and

demonstrations to better understand career options that do not require a four-year degree.

Short-Term Workforce Certification Programs:

BridgeYear connects students with training programs that lead to industry-recognized

credentials in fields such as medical assistance, IT support, electrical work, and HVAC. These

certifications can often be completed in a matter of weeks or months, offering a faster and more

affordable path to employment.

Personalized Advising and Transition Support:

BridgeYear provides students with one-on-one guidance and advising to help them identify their

strengths, explore training opportunities, and take actionable next steps toward employment or

continued education. This support is critical in helping students successfully transition from high

school to the workforce.

A Community-Based Approach to Workforce Readiness

BridgeYear operates at the intersection of education, workforce development, and economic

equity. By forming strong partnerships with Houston ISD schools, local employers, and

community organizations, the nonprofit ensures that programming is both responsive to

students’ needs and aligned with labor market demand.

BridgeYear’s work supports broader community goals by:

Enhancing the local talent pipeline for critical industries

Reducing youth unemployment and underemployment

Increasing economic mobility for students from underserved backgrounds

Helping employers identify and recruit qualified young professionals



The city’s economic future depends on preparing all students—not just those who pursue a four-

year degree—for success,” said the spokesperson. “BridgeYear is a catalyst for that

transformation, and we’re proud to partner with educators and employers to make it happen.

Get Involved: Join the Mission to Empower Houston’s Youth

BridgeYear welcomes the support of individuals and organizations who believe in expanding

opportunities for Houston youth. Whether you're a business seeking to build your workforce, a

school looking to bring career education to your students, or a donor passionate about

economic equity, there are multiple ways to engage:

Partner with BridgeYear to host career fairs or provide internship and job opportunities

Sponsor a program to fund hands-on experiences and training certifications

Donate online to support underserved youth and connect them to sustainable careers

Volunteer or advocate to help raise awareness of alternative career pathways

Visit www.bridge-year.org to learn more about BridgeYear’s impact, explore partnership

opportunities, and subscribe to updates.

About BridgeYear

Founded in Houston, Texas, BridgeYear is a nonprofit organization dedicated to closing the

career information and access gap for high school students who are not pursuing a traditional

four-year college degree. Through immersive career exploration, workforce training programs,

and personalized guidance, BridgeYear equips young people with the knowledge and resources

needed to pursue rewarding careers and achieve long-term economic stability.

BridgeYear believes that every student deserves a future filled with opportunity—no matter

which path they choose.

For media inquiries, interviews, or additional information, contact info@bridge-year.org.
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