
XPONENTIAL 2025 Wraps in Houston with
Collaboration and Capability Driving What
Comes Next

HOUSTON, TX, UNITED STATES, June 3, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- XPONENTIAL 2025 brought

together the global autonomy community for four days of powerful programming, cutting-edge

technology displays, and high-level engagement across government, industry, and academia. Co-

hosted by the Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) and Messe

Düsseldorf North America (MDNA), this year’s event underscored the sector’s readiness to scale

driven by innovation, investment, and cross-sector collaboration across air, ground, and

maritime domains. 

Amid ongoing travel restrictions and broader economic pressures, XPONENTIAL 2025 delivered

strong public and private sector participation, demonstrating the industry’s momentum and

shared commitment to accelerating trusted autonomy. 

“XPONENTIAL 2025 delivered on its promise to bring the uncrewed systems industry together

with purpose and momentum,” said Michael Robbins, President & CEO of AUVSI. “From powerful

keynotes and global workshops to the energy on the show floor, this year’s event captured the

momentum of a rapidly evolving industry. The conversations that took place here across

defense, infrastructure, policy, and innovation, are already shaping what comes next.” 

Highlights from XPONENTIAL 2025

Innovation on Display: 

With nearly 540 exhibiting companies and a show floor covering a wide range of

capabilities—from AI-driven navigation and advanced communications to a four-passenger

autonomous eVTOL aircraft—XPONENTIAL 2025 showcased the fast-paced evolution of

autonomy in both commercial and defense sectors. Reinforcing its reputation as The Technology

Event for Autonomy, the show featured cutting-edge innovations in components, software, and

services. Dozens of drones, autonomous maritime vessels, and uncrewed ground vehicles were

on display throughout the exhibit hall, highlighting the scale, readiness, and operational maturity

of today’s autonomous systems.  

International Collaboration in Focus: 

This year’s event showcased the industry’s increasingly global nature, with strong international

participation across the program and exhibit hall. Highlights included sessions featuring Taiwan’s

http://www.einpresswire.com


Industrial Technology Research Institute (ITRI), the American Institute in Taiwan, and the U.S.

Department of Defense, underscoring the value of cross-border collaboration in advancing

trusted autonomy. On the show floor, the inaugural German Pavilion highlighted next-gen

robotics and manufacturing, just one example of the many global contributions driving the

sector forward. 

Policy and Regulatory Engagement: 

Policy and regulatory alignment took center stage as leaders worked to accelerate the safe,

scalable integration of uncrewed systems. Among the many government voices engaging onsite,

FAA Acting Administrator Chris Rocheleau joined the team for an XPO Hall floor walk and

industry meetings, reinforcing the agency’s commitment to enabling BVLOS operations and

advancing autonomy through smart, collaborative regulation. 

National Security and Defense Innovation: 

Defense and national security were major focal points throughout the week, with strong

participation from military leaders, program offices, and innovation commands. Among many

standout sessions, Lieutenant General Francis Donovan, Vice Commander of U.S. Special

Operations Command (USSOCOM), emphasized the critical role of uncrewed systems in

contested environments. The Defense Innovation Unit (DIU) also shared its evolving strategy for

scaling dual-use technologies and accelerating acquisition through commercial partnerships.  

“We heard from all sizes and types of exhibitors this year that XPONENTIAL continues to be the

single most important event for them to connect with defense, commercial, and international

partners focused on autonomy,” said Tom Mitchell, President of Messe Düsseldorf North

America “The energy on the show floor and in sessions was unmatched—this is where real

progress happens.” 

From breakthrough product launches to high-level policy discussions, XPONENTIAL reaffirmed its

role as the premier platform in the uncrewed systems industry for turning bold ideas into

operational reality.  

That momentum now shifts to Detroit, America's mobility hub, where XPONENTIAL 2026 will be

co-located with the Michigan Defense Expo (MDEX) and is expected to draw an even broader mix

of defense, commercial, and public sector leaders. The stage is set for an unprecedented

convergence of innovation, infrastructure, and industrial transformation. 

SAVE THE DATE: XPONENTIAL 2026 will be hosted in Detroit, Michigan, from May 11–14, and

XPONENTIAL Europe 2026 will be hosted in Düsseldorf, Germany, March 24-26. For more

information and updates, visit www.xponential.org.  

# # #

ABOUT XPONENTIAL:  

http://www.xponential.org


XPONENTIAL is the world’s leading event for uncrewed systems, robotics, and autonomy, uniting

global stakeholders to accelerate the safe, secure integration and advancement of emerging

technologies across all domains. 

ABOUT AUVSI:

The Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) is the world's largest

nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of uncrewed systems and robotics.

Representing corporations and professionals from more than 60 countries, AUVSI advocates for

the safe and ethical integration of uncrewed systems across all domains.
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