
Gullah Farmers’ Cooperative Charts a Path for
the Future of Local Food

ENSESO4Food

Beaufort County growers blend heritage

with innovation in national food safety

initiative

BEAUFORT, SC, UNITED STATES, June

10, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Tucked

into the coastal low country of South

Carolina, the Gullah Farmers’

Cooperative Association is doing more

than growing fresh produce — it’s

cultivating a future for local food that is

rooted in tradition and strengthened

by technology.

Comprising more than 25 independent

Black farmers across Beaufort County

and surrounding areas, the Gullah

Farmers’ Cooperative has long been a

symbol of resilience, community, and

commitment to food sovereignty. Now,

thanks to a partnership with the tech

company ENSESO4Food, the Coop is gaining national recognition for pioneering traceability and

food safety innovation at the small farm level.

“People want to know where their food comes from. For us, it comes from here—from our soil,

from our hands,” says a Coop member. “This partnership lets us prove that. It gives us the digital

proof behind the values we’ve always stood for.”

From Local Legacy to National Pilot

The Gullah Farmers’ Cooperative is participating in a federally significant FSMA 204 traceability

pilot through ENSESO4Food, which provides software and Internet of Things (IoT) temperature

sensors to digitally monitor the journey of food from field to table. The initiative ensures

compliance with the Food Safety Modernization Act’s newest rules while also validating

freshness and reinforcing trust in local food systems.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.gullahfarmers.org/
https://www.gullahfarmers.org/


Gullah's Beaufort Shipping Dock

At a time when food borne illness outbreaks and

supply chain disruptions are rising concerns, the

Cooperative’s role in the pilot sends a powerful

message: small farmers can lead on safety, quality,

and innovation, without losing their roots.

Supporting “Certified Grown in South Carolina”

The Coop’s work has drawn attention from the South

Carolina Department of Agriculture’s Certified Grown

in South Carolina program. After reviewing sample

output from the ENSESO4Food platform, the

program informally acknowledged that the Co-op’s

traceability efforts could serve as valuable brand

support for the state’s push to source local, fresh

food.

“Our members represent the very best of South

Carolina agriculture,” says a Co-op’s Vernita Dore,

General Manager. “”

Heritage-Fueled Innovation

Founded on Gullah-Geechee traditions of land stewardship and self-reliance, the Cooperative

also plays a key role in food justice, workforce development, and economic equity in the region.

We’re growing food with

care and cultural

significance, and now we’re

showing that we can meet

the highest standards of

food safety.”

Vernita Dore, Gullah Co-Op

General Manager

Its partnership with ENSESO4Food is a model of what can

happen when heritage and high-tech meet with a common

goal: protecting and promoting local food sources.

The freshness study currently underway uses IoT sensors

embedded in harvest boxes to measure temperature from

the field to local retail and food service destinations. This

data provides real-time insights that help farmers maintain

quality, reduce spoilage, and ensure compliance with FDA

standards—all while telling a story of transparency to

consumers.

“Our Food. Our Story.”

The Gullah Farmers’ Cooperative is more than a business—it’s a movement. And now, with digital

traceability tools in hand, its voice is being amplified at a national level. For a community that has

historically been excluded from large food systems, this moment represents not just visibility but

leadership.



Food Transparency protects high quality food

producers and empowers consumers

“We are proving that local food is not

only possible—it’s better,” says a

farmer-member. “Better for health,

better for our communities, and better

for the future.”
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