ﬁPREsswiRE

'Cracked Shells' film Explores the Evolving Soul
of Washington, D.C. as Gentrification
Threatens Black Cultural Legacy

"Cracked Shells" is a compelling documentary dedicated to
capturing and preserving the stories of Black residents in
Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON DC, DC, UNITED STATES, June 17, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Washington, D.C., once affectionately
known as "Chocolate City" and a vibrant epicenter of Black
culture, resilience, and community, faces a critical juncture.
For decades, the city's unique identity was profoundly shaped
by its majority Black population, who meticulously built and
nurtured its rich cultural legacy. Today, as rapid gentrification
transforms the urban landscape, the very traditions, voices,
and histories that made D.C. a singular and soul-filled place
are at risk of disappearing. "Cracked Shells," an intimate and
poignant new documentary, chronicles the lives of longtime
Black residents who have directly experienced this profound
transformation.

Through powerful storytelling and deeply personal narratives,
the film endeavors to preserve the essential spirit of

Chocolate City while confronting the stark realities of displacement and cultural erasure.

"Cracked Shells" is more than just a film; it is a vital conversation starter, an urgent call to
remember, and a testament to the enduring spirit of a community facing unprecedented

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO

CRACKED SHELLS
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CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION: 5PM
SCREENING BEGINS: 6PM

1325 5th St NE Suite C,
Washington, DC 20002

Cracked Shells
Documentary
Screening

Chela Mitchell Gallery
Sun, Jun 29 at 5:00 PM -
9:00 PM (EDT)
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change. The documentary offers a powerful lens through which to understand the human cost
of urban development and the importance of preserving cultural heritage.

The film aims to foster dialogue about gentrification, displacement, and the imperative of

safeguarding cultural heritage. We invite the community, media, and all who care about the
future of Washington, D.C., to join us for an evening of film, reflection, and community as we

explore the heart of a city at a crossroads.
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