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New Memoir 'Blowback' Exposes the Dark
Side of Academia—and the High Cost of
Integrity

A Whistleblower’s Journey

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, UNITED STATES,
June 11, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Acclaimed author and whistleblower
Amy Block Joy, Ph.D., unveils her most
revealing work yet: Blowback: The
Unintended Consequences of Exposing
a Fraud. This gripping memoir dives
deep into the origins of a $2.3 million
fraud scandal within a major university
and explores the power—and
consequences—of standing up for
what's right.

A prequel to her earlier work
Whistleblower, Blowback takes readers
behind the scenes of a federally
funded poverty program at the
University of California, Davis. Joy, who
oversaw the program for over two decades, recounts how her steadfast commitment to financial
accountability made her a target among peers and superiors seeking to bend the rules for their
own gain.

Why She Wrote the Book

After conducting over 100 professional workshops on ethics across the country, Joy was
frequently asked a haunting question: “Why do you think this happened on a university
campus?” That question inspired a deep introspection and a forensic analysis of the events
leading up to the fraud.

“In revisiting the evidence and retracing my steps, | began to notice patterns—early clues | had
missed,” Joy explains. “This book became not only a cautionary tale, but also a way to explore
whether there were warning signs that could have changed the outcome.”


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.amazon.com/Blowback-Unintended-Consequences-Exposing-Fraud-ebook/dp/B071G1WHZ3
https://www.amazon.com/Blowback-Unintended-Consequences-Exposing-Fraud-ebook/dp/B071G1WHZ3
https://www.amazon.com/Blowback-Unintended-Consequences-Exposing-Fraud-ebook/dp/B071G1WHZ3
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A Message for Readers

The core message of Blowback is clear: Ethics matter.
One person can make a difference.

“Too often, individuals feel powerless within large
institutions,” Joy says. “This book is about reclaiming that
power. It's a reminder that doing the right thing—even
when it's hard—can spark change.”
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Joy's previous works include Whistleblower (2010, 2nd Edition 2018) and Retaliation (2015), each
detailing different chapters of her journey through whistleblowing and ethical resistance.
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