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Viking Pest Control Reports Twice as Many
Spotted Lanternfly Calls to date in from 2024
to 2025

The Invasive, Plant-Destroying Pest is

Quarantined in Every County in New 7\ e
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Spotted Lanternflies, the invasive, \ &

plant-destroying, polka-dotted pests LANTERNFLY R A A
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qguarantine in New Jersey, are once

again making their presence known. Viking Pest Control illustrates the seasonal lifecycle of
Viking Pest Control's total spotted the invasive Spotted Lanternfly, highlighting key
lanternfly call volume has doubled in stages from egg laying to adulthood across the

2025 compared to the same time calendar year.

frame in 2024. That sharp increase

should raise alarms for both

homeowners and agricultural experts. If you think you haven't seen any this season, you might
be surprised—they're already here, just not in the form most people recognize.

Why You Might Not Recognize Spotted Lanternfly Nymphs

Most people associate spotted lanternflies with their adult form—those striking black-and-red
insects with spotted wings that swarm trees, porches, and backyard gardens in late summer and
early fall. But long before they reach their eye-catching adult stage, lanternflies go through
several nymph phases, which is what we are getting calls for this spring.

Spotted lanternfly nymphs begin their life as small, black insects with bright white polka dots and
no wings. They're often mistaken for other types of bugs or simply overlooked because of their
small size. As they develop, the nymphs transition into a red and black coloration, still wingless
but increasingly visible and mobile. It's during these early stages—when most people aren't
paying close attention—that they begin feeding and causing damage.

Why It's Critical to Stop Spotted Lanternfly Nymphs Early


http://www.einpresswire.com

While the best time to prevent lanternfly infestations is between fall and early spring—when the
insects are dormant in egg masses—the current nymph stage is the next best opportunity to act.
Egg masses can be scraped off trees and outdoor surfaces during the colder months, but once
they've hatched, quick action is needed.

Nymphs, although not as destructive as adult lanternflies, still pose a risk—especially to young
and vulnerable plants. They feed on the tender shoots of annuals, perennials, and garden plants,
potentially stunting growth or killing off smaller vegetation. If allowed to mature, the nymphs will
transform into the highly destructive adults that wreak havoc on hardwood trees, fruit trees,
grapevines, and ornamental plants.

Adult lanternflies feed on plant sap using piercing mouthparts, which stresses the host plant. But
the damage doesn’t stop there. As they feed, they excrete a sticky substance known as
honeydew, which attracts ants and fosters the growth of sooty mold. This black fungus coats
leaves and bark, blocking sunlight and further harming the plant. In vineyards, orchards, and
hardwood groves, this damage can be devastating—economically and ecologically.

What You Can Do About Spotted Lanternflies Now

If you spot small, polka-dotted black or red insects hopping around your yard, garden, or trees,
don’t wait—take action. Call Viking Pest Control for treatments that get spotted lanternfly
nymphs under control before they can do damage to your property or spread out to do damage
to trees and plants across your entire community. The earlier we respond, the better chance we
have of reducing their numbers before they reach the adult stage and cause widespread damage
later this year.
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