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Author Mark Levy Discusses Debut Novel
What a Mess: Blackmail on The BrightWord
Books Podcast

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, June
12, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Author
and former U.S. Marine Mark Levy
brings his dynamic life experience and
storytelling prowess to the forefront in
his debut novel, What a Mess:
Blackmail. Levy recently joined The
BrightWord Books Podcast for a two-
part interview series exploring the
inspiration, themes, and moral
complexity of his psychological
suspense novel.

What a Mess: Blackmail begins with a
scandal—a military officer’s affair
exposed in the most personal way. At
the center is Captain Jim Clinton, a
deeply flawed but captivating
protagonist navigating blackmail, guilt,
and the slow unraveling of control over
his life. The novel’s intense emotional core and moral ambiguity have already sparked
compelling reader reactions and critical discussion.

In his first appearance on The BrightWord Books Podcast, Levy offered insight into how his
multifaceted background—from military service to earning a second-degree black
belt—influenced his character development and storytelling approach. “A lot of my career has
been about dealing with pressure and consequence,” Levy shared. “That naturally found its way
into Jim Clinton’s story.”

Host of the podcast delved into the novel's central themes of secrecy, temptation, and emotional
fallout, asking Levy what drew him to the complex dynamics of infidelity and blackmail. “The
messes we make—and how we justify them—felt worth exploring,” Levy explained.


http://www.einpresswire.com

The second interview revisited Jim Clinton’s arc post-
publication, highlighting the strong emotional resonance
the novel has found with readers. Listeners got an inside
look into Levy's evolving reflections on the book’s themes
and what surprised him most since its release. “Jim
reaches a point where he doesn’t want to fix things
anymore. That's uncomfortable, human, and where |
think the story becomes real,” said Levy.

Podcast hosts and audience alike were particularly struck
by the charged relationship between Jim and his
mistress'’s son, a pivotal figure who introduces tension,
perspective, and moral conflict. Levy revealed that this
storyline helped challenge and deepen the emotional
structure of the book, providing a more nuanced view of
guilt and consequence.

Beyond discussing the novel’s literary arc, Levy also

reflected on his transition from past careers to writing
fiction. “Storytelling was always in me,” he said. “Now |
get to use it in a way that challenges both myself and the reader.”

When asked about future works, Levy hinted at upcoming projects that continue to examine
complex moral themes—though with new characters and dilemmas. “I'm interested in the kind
of stories that don't offer easy answers,” he teased.

To listen to Mark Levy's full interviews, tune into The BrightWord Books Podcast, available on all
major streaming platforms.

What a Mess: Blackmail is available now in print and digital formats wherever books are sold,
including Amazon and Barnes & Noble.
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