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Summit Flight Academy Celebrates Historic
Hangar Groundbreaking with Great
Community Support at Lee's Summit Airport

Summit Flight Academy breaks ground on
new hangar at Lee's Summit Airport.
Community celebration featured live
music, ice cream & $1000+ prize raffle.

LEE'S SUMMIT, MO, UNITED STATES,
June 16, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Summit Flight Academy achieved a
momentous milestone in its
organizational growth and community
impact with the successful
groundbreaking ceremony for its new
state-of-the-art hangar facility on May
30, 2025, at Lee's Summit Airport
(KLXT). The highly anticipated
celebration, which welcomed guests
from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM, brought together an exceptional gathering of aviation students,
certified pilots, industry business partners, and aviation enthusiasts from across the Kansas City
metropolitan area and beyond to commemorate this significant expansion in regional flight
training infrastructure.
1]

Summit Flight Academy Hangar Groundbreaking
Ceremony at Lee's Summit Airport

The groundbreaking ceremony, featuring the official
ground-turning at 5:30 PM, represents the culmination of
several years of strategic planning, community
engagement, and careful preparation by Summit Flight
Academy's leadership team to address the growing
demand for comprehensive, high-quality flight training
services in the region.

This groundbreaking
ceremony represents a
pivotal moment not just for
Summit Flight Academy, but
for the entire regional
aviation community”

Jeremy Davis

Strategic Expansion Addresses Critical Regional Aviation Training Needs
The new hangar facility represents more than a simple expansion—it embodies Summit Flight
Academy's unwavering commitment to excellence in aviation education and its dedication to
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fostering the next generation of skilled
pilots. This significant infrastructure
investment directly addresses the
increasing demand for professional
pilot training and recreational aviation
instruction throughout the Kansas City
metropolitan area and surrounding
regions.

"This groundbreaking ceremony
represents a pivotal moment not just
for Summit Flight Academy, but for the
entire regional aviation community"
said Jeremy Davis, Co-Founder at
Summit Flight Academy. "After years of
meticulous planning and preparation,
we are absolutely thrilled to embark on
this exciting new chapter. This facility
will enable us to provide even more
comprehensive training opportunities
while maintaining the personalized
attention and safety standards that
have become hallmarks of our
organization."

The expansion comes at a particularly
opportune time in the aviation
industry, as demand for qualified pilots
continues to grow across commercial,
corporate, and recreational sectors.
According to industry forecasts, the
aviation sector is experiencing robust
growth, creating unprecedented

Summit Flight Academy Hangar Groundbreaking
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The future of aviation at Summit Flight Academy
Hangar Groundbreaking Ceremony at Lee's Summit
Airport

opportunities for individuals pursuing careers in aviation while simultaneously driving demand

for quality training facilities.

Community Celebration Showcases Remarkable Regional Support

The May 30th groundbreaking celebration exceeded all expectations, drawing an enthusiastic
crowd that truly represented the diverse and passionate aviation community that Summit Flight
Academy proudly serves. The event's remarkable success demonstrated the strong relationships
and mutual support that characterize the regional aviation community.

The afternoon's festivities featured live musical entertainment that created a festive atmosphere



throughout the celebration, with
talented local musicians providing the
perfect soundtrack for this historic
occasion. The music complemented
the natural excitement and anticipation
that filled the air as attendees gathered
to witness this significant milestone.

One of the celebration's most popular
features was the partnership with Sylas
and Maddy's, the beloved local ice
cream establishment, which provided
complimentary premium ice cream to
all attendees. The generous offering
created countless opportunities for
informal networking and relationship
building, as guests of all ages enjoyed
delicious treats while engaging in
animated discussions about aviation,
training experiences, and shared
passion for flight.

The event's prize raffle, featuring more
than $1,000 worth of carefully selected
prizes donated by generous local
businesses and aviation industry
partners, generated tremendous
excitement throughout the afternoon.
The raffle not only provided
entertainment but also showcased the
remarkable generosity and community
spirit of local businesses that support
Summit Flight Academy's mission and
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Summit Flight Academy Aviation Comunity at the
Hangar Groundbreaking Ceremony at Lee's Summit
Airport

recognize the value of investing in regional aviation education.

Diverse Attendance Reflects Broad Community Impact

The celebration welcomed an impressive array of attendees, including current Summit Flight
Academy students at various stages of their training, certified flight instructors who bring
decades of experience and passion to aviation education, experienced pilots who serve as
mentors and inspiration to newer aviators, prospective students exploring their aviation dreams,
and supportive family members who recognize the transformative power of flight training.

The event also attracted representatives from local businesses, aviation industry partners, and
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community leaders who understand the economic and educational impact that quality flight
training facilities bring to the region. Their presence underscored the broader community
support for Summit Flight Academy's expansion and the recognition of aviation education as a
valuable contributor to regional economic development.

"The overwhelming response from our community has been truly humbling," noted Levi Self, Co-
Founder at Summit Flight Academy. "Seeing the enthusiasm and support from students, families,
fellow aviation professionals, and community partners reinforces our belief that this expansion
will serve not just Summit Flight Academy, but the entire regional aviation community for years
to come."

Enhanced Accessibility and Convenience

The groundbreaking celebration successfully accommodated both fly-in and drive-in guests,
demonstrating the facility's strategic location and accessibility. Throughout the afternoon,
aircraft arrived at KLXT's North Ramp, with pilots taxiing to the celebration area and joining the
festivities. This seamless integration of air and ground transportation highlighted one of the
many advantages of Summit Flight Academy's location at Lee's Summit Airport.

For guests arriving by automobile, convenient parking and easy access to the celebration area
ensured that all attendees could participate fully in the day's activities. The thoughtful logistical
planning contributed significantly to the event's success and demonstrated Summit Flight
Academy's attention to detail and commitment to exceptional customer service.

Strategic Location Offers Significant Advantages

The new hangar facility will be strategically positioned at 2750 NE Douglas Street in Lee's
Summit, Missouri, on the North Ramp of Lee's Summit Airport (KLXT). This prime location offers
numerous advantages for flight training operations, including excellent access to airspace,
proximity to the Kansas City metropolitan area, and integration with existing airport
infrastructure and services.

Lee's Summit Airport provides an ideal environment for flight training, offering the perfect
balance of controlled airspace for safety and open airspace for practical training exercises. The
airport's professional management, well-maintained facilities, and supportive business
environment create optimal conditions for aviation education and aircraft operations.

The facility's design incorporates modern safety features, efficient workflow considerations, and
flexibility to accommodate future growth and evolving training requirements. The hangar will
provide protected storage for training aircraft, enhanced maintenance capabilities, and improved
operational efficiency that will benefit both students and instructors.

Comprehensive Training Programs and Services
Summit Flight Academy has established itself as the region's premier destination for
comprehensive flight training, offering programs designed to meet the diverse needs of aspiring



aviators. The academy's curriculum includes private pilot certification for recreational aviators,
instrument rating instruction for pilots seeking to expand their capabilities, commercial pilot
training for those pursuing aviation careers, and advanced training programs for experienced
pilots seeking to enhance their skills.

The academy's commitment to safety, professionalism, and individualized instruction has earned
recognition throughout the regional aviation community. Experienced, certified flight instructors
bring both technical expertise and genuine passion for aviation education, ensuring that each
student receives personalized attention and guidance throughout their training journey.

"Our success is measured not just in the number of pilots we train, but in the quality of aviators
we help develop," explained Jami Heckman, Dispatcher and Administrator at Summit Flight
Academy. "Every student who walks through our doors receives the same commitment to
excellence, safety, and comprehensive education that has become our signature approach to
flight training."

Economic Impact and Community Investment

The new hangar facility represents a significant investment in the local economy and
demonstrates Summit Flight Academy's long-term commitment to the Lee's Summit community
and surrounding region. The construction project will provide employment opportunities for
local contractors and suppliers, while the completed facility will support ongoing job creation in
aviation training, aircraft maintenance, and related services.

Beyond direct economic impact, the expansion supports the broader regional aviation
ecosystem by providing enhanced training capabilities that attract students from throughout the
Midwest. These students contribute to the local economy through their training investments
while often establishing lasting connections to the region that extend well beyond their initial
training period.

The facility also positions Lee's Summit Airport and the surrounding community as a recognized
center for aviation excellence, potentially attracting additional aviation-related businesses and
services that further enhance the region's economic development and reputation within the
aviation industry.

Industry Partnerships and Collaboration

Summit Flight Academy's success and expansion have been significantly supported by strong
partnerships with aviation industry leaders, equipment manufacturers, and service providers.
These relationships ensure that students receive training on current equipment and procedures
while maintaining access to the latest developments in aviation technology and methodology.

The academy's collaborative approach extends to relationships with other aviation training
organizations, airports, and industry associations. These partnerships create opportunities for
knowledge sharing, best practice development, and coordinated efforts to address the aviation



industry's evolving training requirements.

"The aviation community thrives on collaboration and mutual support," noted Shane Griffin,
Certified Flight Instructor at Summit Flight Academy. "Our relationships with industry partners,
fellow aviation professionals, and community supporters have been instrumental in making this
expansion possible and ensuring its success."

Environmental Responsibility and Sustainability

The new hangar facility incorporates environmentally responsible design elements and
construction practices that reflect Summit Flight Academy's commitment to sustainability and
environmental stewardship. The facility design emphasizes energy efficiency, responsible
resource utilization, and minimal environmental impact while providing optimal functionality for
flight training operations.

Summit Flight Academy recognizes the aviation industry's responsibility to address
environmental concerns and actively promotes environmentally conscious practices in both
facility operations and flight training curricula. Students learn about efficient flight planning, fuel
conservation techniques, and environmental considerations as integral components of
responsible aviation practices.

Technology Integration and Modern Capabilities

The new facility will incorporate advanced technology systems that enhance both training
effectiveness and operational efficiency. Modern avionics training capabilities, integrated
maintenance systems, and digital record-keeping technologies will provide students with
exposure to current industry standards while streamlining administrative and operational
processes.

The facility design accommodates future technology upgrades and expansions, ensuring that
Summit Flight Academy can continue to provide cutting-edge training capabilities as aviation
technology continues to evolve. This forward-thinking approach ensures that students receive
training that prepares them for current and future aviation environments.

Construction Timeline and Project Management

Construction on the new hangar facility commenced immediately following the groundbreaking
ceremony, with experienced local contractors and construction professionals managing the
project. Summit Flight Academy has committed to providing regular progress updates to the
community throughout the construction process, maintaining transparency and continued
engagement with all stakeholders.

The project timeline has been carefully planned to minimize disruption to ongoing training
operations while ensuring efficient progress toward completion. Quality construction practices,
adherence to all relevant building codes and aviation facility requirements, and attention to
detail will ensure that the finished facility meets or exceeds all expectations for functionality,



safety, and durability.

"We're committed to keeping our community informed and engaged throughout this exciting
construction process," said Katia Van Horn, certified flight instructor at Summit Flight Academy.
"This facility belongs to our entire aviation community, and we want everyone to feel connected
to its development and ultimate success."

Future Vision and Continued Growth

The new hangar facility represents an important milestone in Summit Flight Academy's ongoing
growth and development, but it also serves as a foundation for future expansion and enhanced
service offerings. The academy's leadership team continues to evaluate opportunities for
additional program development, advanced training capabilities, and expanded community
outreach initiatives.

Long-term plans include potential partnerships with educational institutions, expanded
corporate training programs, and specialized aviation courses that address emerging industry
needs. The new facility provides the infrastructure foundation necessary to support these future
developments while maintaining the personalized attention and quality instruction that
characterize Summit Flight Academy's current operations.

Community Engagement and Outreach

Summit Flight Academy's commitment to community engagement extends far beyond flight
training services. The academy actively participates in local educational initiatives, career
development programs, and community events that promote aviation awareness and inspire the
next generation of aviators.

The new facility will enhance the academy's capacity to host educational events, aviation career
fairs, and community outreach programs that introduce aviation opportunities to diverse
audiences. These initiatives contribute to workforce development, economic growth, and the
cultivation of aviation interest throughout the region.

Recognition and Appreciation

The success of the groundbreaking celebration and the broader expansion project would not
have been possible without the extraordinary support of the regional aviation community, local
business partners, and dedicated Summit Flight Academy team members. The academy extends
sincere gratitude to all individuals and organizations that have contributed to this achievement.

Special recognition goes to the students whose enthusiasm and dedication inspire continued
excellence, the instructors whose expertise and passion drive educational quality, the business
partners whose support enables growth and innovation, and the community members whose
encouragement and engagement create the positive environment that makes Summit Flight
Academy's success possible.



About Summit Flight Academy

Summit Flight Academy stands as the premier flight training organization serving the Kansas City
metropolitan area and surrounding regions from its home base at Lee's Summit Airport. Since its
establishment, the academy has built an outstanding reputation for comprehensive pilot training
programs that serve aviators ranging from recreational enthusiasts to individuals pursuing
professional aviation careers.

The academy's comprehensive service offerings include private pilot training for recreational
aviators, instrument rating instruction for pilots seeking to expand their operational capabilities,
commercial pilot certification for those pursuing aviation careers, certified flight instructor
training for individuals interested in aviation education, and continuing education programs for
experienced pilots seeking to enhance their skills and knowledge.

Summit Flight Academy's unwavering commitment to safety, excellence, and community
engagement has established the organization as a trusted and respected partner in aviation
education. The academy's approach combines technical expertise with genuine passion for
aviation, creating a learning environment that encourages growth, builds confidence, and fosters
lifelong connections to the aviation community.

The academy's experienced team of certified flight instructors brings decades of combined
aviation experience, representing diverse backgrounds in commercial aviation, military service,
corporate flying, and aviation education. This wealth of experience ensures that students receive
comprehensive, practical training that prepares them for success in their chosen aviation
pursuits.

Jami Heckman

Summit Flight Academy
+1 816-296-9892
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