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Dentistry Jobs in Ireland - High Demand for
Dental Professionals in Ireland

Ireland urgently needs dental
professionals: job ads up 95%, 500+
vacancies. Dentistry Jobs Ireland connects
talent with top Dentist Jobs in Ireland.

CORK, CORK, IRELAND, June 17, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Ireland's
healthcare sector is undergoing a
significant transformation; nowhere is
this more apparent than in dentistry.
Across the country, clinics are sounding
the alarm about unfilled positions, long
waiting lists, and shrinking access to
essential care. For professionals in the
field, however, this moment represents
more than just a challenge—it offers a golden opportunity.
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A Dramatic Rise in Demand

“ According to the Irish Dental Association (IDA), job
advertisements for dentists in the private sector rose by an
astonishing 95% between 2018 and 2021. This figure,
released in the IDA's 2022 Workforce Report, highlights
how rapidly the employment landscape has changed. The

Your perfect Dental Job is
one click away”
Adrian

report attributes this surge partly to the post-pandemic backlog of patients, a population boom,
and the retirement of many senior practitioners. Clinics have found themselves scrambling to
keep up with the demand, often posting and re-posting advertisements without receiving
suitable applicants (Irish Dental Association, 2022).

Despite the sharp rise in job postings, nearly two-thirds of these positions went unfilled, a
statistic that reflects both the domestic shortfall and a hesitancy among foreign-trained dentists
to relocate under Ireland’s current registration processes. This workforce shortage has a domino
effect: more pressure on existing staff, longer patient waiting times, and reduced availability of
certain services like orthodontics and pediatric care.


http://www.einpresswire.com

In a further update from March 2024,
The Irish Times cited IDA
representatives warning that Ireland
requires at least 500 additional dentists
to meet public and private sector
needs. This shortfall isn't
hypothetical—it’s visible in every
corner of the country. In rural counties,
especially, entire towns are left with
only one or two practicing dentists,
resulting in several months of
appointments delays (The Irish Times,
2024).

The Public System Under Strain

The issue extends deeply into Ireland’s
public dental services. According to RTE
News, the number of dentists
employed by the Health Service
Executive (HSE) has dropped by 23%
since 2006. This reduction stems from
years of underfunding, slow
recruitment, and increasingly
burdensome workloads, which drive >
many professionals to seek private- dental nurse jobs dublin
sector roles or emigrate altogether

(RTE News, 2023).

Consequently, over 100,000 schoolchildren missed routine dental screenings in 2023. These
screenings are critical to preventive oral healthcare in Ireland’s public health framework. When
screenings are delayed or missed, early signs of decay and other oral health issues go unnoticed,
often developing into more serious conditions by the time a child receives care. Public health
dentists have raised concerns that this is creating a new generation of children with unmanaged
oral health issues.

Further compounding the strain is the difficulty in staffing public clinics. Even where funding
exists for new hires, posts remain unfilled due to the national shortage of candidates. This

reinforces a cycle of inaccessibility that hits disadvantaged communities the hardest.

A Talent Pipeline Under Pressure



The roots of the dental staffing
shortage stretch to the education
system. Fine Gael's 2023 oral health
workforce analysis noted that only
around 24 dental hygienists qualify in
Ireland each year, despite national
demand far exceeding this number.
This figure, although consistent with
training capacity, fails to match the
current employment needs, let alone
accommodate future growth (Fine
Gael, 2023).

Furthermore, the registration process
for overseas professionals can be
daunting. While Ireland welcomes
international talent, regulatory hurdles
often dissuade qualified practitioners
from applying. Delays in recognition of
qualifications and unclear equivalency
standards add months—sometimes
years—to the process.

Practices also report difficulties in
recruiting dental nurses. The IDA's 2024
workforce survey revealed that half of
all surveyed clinics had failed to recruit
suitable nurses or hygienists over the
past 12 months. In interviews, practice
managers cited high competition,
underqualified applicants, and
geographic challenges as persistent
barriers.

Evidence from Recent Surveys
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Estimated Growth and Adjustment in Private Dentist Job Ads (2018-2025)
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Here is a bar graph showing the actual and estimated
growth in private dentist job ads in Ireland from 2018
to 2025:

A detailed survey published by The Irish Times in April 2024 offers a closer look at patient access
issues. One in six Irish dental patients now wait more than three months for a routine
appointment. These delays are not limited to specialist care—they affect basic cleanings, check-

ups, and follow-up treatments.

For many, especially those relying on public services, dental care is becoming less of a preventive
service and more of a last-resort measure. The survey included testimony from patients in



Galway and Limerick who reported booking appointments six months in advance, only to face
cancellations due to staff shortages.

Such long waits have clinical consequences. Dentists report seeing more advanced decay,
infections, and gum disease as patients miss timely interventions. The cost to the healthcare
system rises accordingly, with preventable conditions requiring complex and expensive
treatments.

Opportunities for Qualified Professionals

Despite these challenges, there is a clear upside for dental professionals. The shortage has
created an employment market that favours qualified applicants. Dentists, hygienists, and
nurses are being offered higher salaries, flexible working hours, and professional development
support in efforts to attract and retain talent.

Relocation packages are also becoming more common. Practices are willing to cover moving
expenses, provide temporary housing, and assist with licensing for foreign-trained professionals.
This environment provides ideal conditions for new graduates entering the workforce and
experienced professionals considering a move.

Ireland also offers a high quality of life for those relocating from more densely populated
countries. The chance to live and work in scenic towns and vibrant cities, combined with
meaningful professional work, makes Ireland a compelling destination.

DentistryJobs.ie, A Smart Solution

Navigating job opportunities in a fragmented recruitment landscape can be challenging. This is
where DentistryJobs.It comes in. As Ireland’s only dedicated dental recruitment portal, it offers a
streamlined, relevant, and up-to-date listing of available positions across every region and
specialisation.

If you're searching for Dentist Jobs in Ireland, Dentistryjobs.ie provides the most direct and
relevant access to open roles. It is trusted for its expertise in Specialist Dental Recruitment and
connects professionals with:

General and specialist dentist roles

Orthodontist and oral surgeon openings

Hygienist and dental nurse vacancies

Public and private sector opportunities

Unlike general job sites, DentistryJobs.ie is built specifically for the dental profession. It enables
users to:

Filter jobs by region, specialisation, and contract type


https://dentistryjobs.ie/dentist-jobs-ireland/
https://dentistryjobs.ie/

Upload CVs and set alerts for tailored opportunities
Access resources on Irish registration and CPD
Learn about clinic culture through employer profiles

Smart Matching Technology
Automatically connects you with roles that match your qualifications, experience, and preferred
location.

Exclusive Access to Dental Roles
Focused solely on the dental sector in Ireland—no unrelated listings.

Specialist Dental Recruitment
Dedicated to helping professionals in all dental roles: dentists, hygienists, nurses, therapists,
specialists.

Easy Job Search & Alerts
Could you set alerts by role, region, or employer to stay updated on relevant openings?

Support with Irish Registration
Guidance and resources for overseas applicants navigating the Dental Council and IDA
requirements.

Candidate-Friendly Platform
Upload your CV once, apply with one click, and track applications easily.

For employers, Dentistryjobs.ie offers access to a focused, motivated talent pool. It cuts down
on irrelevant applications and accelerates the hiring process. Many clinics report hiring through
the platform within weeks of posting a vacancy.

Matching Supply with Demand

Ireland’s dental sector is not just facing a temporary hiring wave—it faces a systemic shortage
that will require long-term planning to address. But in the meantime, bridging the gap starts with
smarter connections between practices and professionals.

DentistryJobs.ie plays an essential role in this effort by:

Promoting transparency in job expectations

Helping candidates understand regulatory steps

Offering job seekers a trusted and current platform

It's also an essential tool for foreign-trained professionals. With integrated guidance on Irish
Dental Council registration and IDA membership, DentistryJobs simplifies relocating and



practising in Ireland.
Looking to the Future

As the Irish government considers reforms to address workforce shortages—such as expanding
training places and simplifying recognition of foreign qualifications—current demand will
continue to exceed supply. The window of opportunity is wide open for professionals
considering a career move.

Job postings remain high, clinics compete for talent, and patient need is undeniable. By stepping
into the field now, professionals can make a tangible impact and secure meaningful roles.

Whether you're just beginning your dental career or exploring a change, now is the time to take
action. And whether you're hiring or job hunting, Dentistry Jobs Ireland is your most effective,
focused resource.

Conclusion

Ireland’s dental sector urgently needs support, but it's also ripe with opportunity. A 95% increase
in job postings, a documented shortage of 500 dentists, service disruptions affecting 100,000
children, and one-in-six patients waiting over three months are signals of a system under
pressure.

And yet, for dental professionals, these exact figures represent career potential, geographic
flexibility, and the chance to be part of a sector that truly needs you.

Dentistryjobs.ie is ready to connect you with those opportunities.
References

Fine Gael. (2023). Shortage of dental hygienists threatens oral care system.

Irish Dental Association. (2022). Workforce survey and employment trends 2018-2021.
RTE News. (2023). Public dental service sees 23% drop in staff since 2006.

The Irish Times. (2024, March). 500 more dentists are needed to meet Ireland’'s demand.
The Irish Times. (2024, April). A survey shows that one in six Irish patients waits over three
months for dental appointments.

Adrian Duffy

Dentistry jobs Ireland
+353 21 601 0016
email us here

Visit us on social media:
LinkedIn

Instagram


https://dentistryjobs.ie
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5259024
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dentistry-jobs-ireland
https://www.instagram.com/dentistryjobsireland

Facebook
YouTube
X

Other

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/823004569

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556831122275
https://www.youtube.com/@DentistryJobsIreland
https://twitter.com/dentistryjobsie
https://www.pinterest.es/dentistryjobsireland/
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/823004569
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

