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This year’s DESIFEST wasn’t just a concert;

it was a defining moment—a realization

that truly settled in once the lights

dimmed and the show began.

ONTARIO, CANADA, June 17, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Sankofa Square

erupted in a vibrant celebration of

South Asian excellence and identity on

Saturday, as DESIFEST 2025 (presented

by TD) concluded with record-breaking

energy. Tens of thousands of attendees

filled the heart of downtown,

transforming the event into more than a concert—it was a powerful cultural shift.

The festival stage showcased over 75 Canadian artists, representing a diverse sonic mosaic of

the diaspora, spanning genres and generations. Highlights included the infectious Bollywood

Duets showcase, experimental live sets from acts like DESI RIFF, Musebox, and Kalakaar

Collective, and the genre-bending Achanté. Audiences were captivated by the premiere of a

never-before-heard fusion of Bangla and Latin music by Master-D and Landy Garcia, and an

electrifying set from Yanchan Produced, culminating in a surprise performance by Bollywood

star, Jonita Gandhi, that had the entire square singing along.

"This year’s DESIFEST wasn’t just a concert; it was a defining moment—a realization that truly

settled in once the lights dimmed and the stories began to pour in," says Sathish Bala, Founder

of DESIFEST. 

"I witnessed artists seeing themselves—fully, proudly, unapologetically—reflected in a crowd that

understood. That’s always been the essence of DESIFEST: turning what once felt impossible into

a shared reality. When I read comments like, ‘Manifested this at the start of the year. Life is good,’

or, ‘Love seeing this level of representation on stage,’ I knew we hadn’t just produced a show; we

had fostered a profound sense of belonging."

This sentiment resonated deeply across social media, with artists and fans alike—from first-time

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sathishbala/


performers to seasoned voices—sharing a collective feeling of pride, joy, and accomplishment.

Sankofa Square buzzed with more than music; it was alive with moments of connection, love,

and celebration. 

Beyond the main stage, the festival offered a complete experience. Food vendors sold out, the

new Beer Bazaar—featuring Cheetah Beers, Pelee Wines and Broken Rickshaw coolers—kept

spirits high and family-friendly activities filled the day with laughter. The atmosphere was

electric, welcoming, and vibrantly desi.

DESIFEST also celebrated significant new partnerships with Amazon Music Canada and The

Diamond, joining long-time presenting sponsor TD, and benefiting from the generous support of

Canadian Heritage, Ontario Creates, and the City of Toronto. This crucial backing elevated

production quality and empowered artists—a meaningful triumph in a year where arts

sponsorship faces challenges across Canada.

As the team looks ahead to 2026, anticipation is already mounting. DESIFEST will proudly mark

its 20th anniversary, a monumental milestone for Canada’s longest-running South Asian music

festival.

Follow @desifestmusic on Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, and Facebook for upcoming concerts,

open mics, artist features, and everything leading into DESIFEST 20th Annual festival in 2026.
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