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Author Gary Kidney Discusses WWII Spy
Thriller The Eagle Scout Picture on BrightWord
Books Podcast

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, June 17, 2025
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Acclaimed author Gary
Kidney made a captivating appearance on The
BrightWord Books Podcast, offering listeners an
intimate, behind-the-scenes look at his latest
historical thriller, The Eagle Scout Picture. The
novel, already generating buzz among readers and
critics alike, takes audiences deep into WWIl-era
Europe through the eyes of a young American
thrust into a life of espionage and danger.

Set against the backdrop of one of history’s
darkest periods, The Eagle Scout Picture tells the
story of Fred Brown, a humble American farm boy
and proud Eagle Scout. Under the alias Frederich
“Zelly” Zellner, Fred is sent on a harrowing mission
to infiltrate the Hitler Youth and SS, gathering
intelligence that could tip the balance in favor of
the Allies. The stakes are immense, and every
move could mean life or death—not only for Zelly,
but for countless others depending on his courage and cunning.

On the podcast, Kidney shared that the inspiration for the story stemmed from his fascination
with the moral conflicts faced by ordinary people during extraordinary times. “I wanted to
explore how a young man'’s ideals are tested when he's thrown into a world that demands he
betray them to serve the greater good,” Kidney explained. “Zelly’s transformation isn't just
physical—it's deeply moral and psychological.”

Kidney went on to discuss the meticulous research that informed the book’s vivid historical
setting. Drawing from firsthand accounts, military records, and scholarly research on the Hitler
Youth and Nazi regime, he worked to ensure the novel remained as accurate as it was gripping.
His commitment to authenticity shines through in the atmospheric scenes and complex
character dynamics, immersing readers in the world of 1940s Germany with remarkable depth.


http://www.einpresswire.com

- Kirkus Reviews

Throughout the conversation, podcast host Jon Lobb “An action-packed and detail-rich tale.

guided Kidney through a rich exploration of the book’s
themes, which include identity, loyalty, deception, and
the personal cost of war. The two also discussed the
emotional toll of espionage on young operatives and
how Kidney balanced that psychological realism with the
pacing and suspense expected of a spy thriller.

Listeners were also treated to insights into Kidney's
writing process. He spoke candidly about the challenges
of writing morally ambiguous characters, crafting
suspenseful sequences that remain grounded in human
emotion, and maintaining narrative momentum without
sacrificing historical detail. Kidney also hinted at possible A World War Il espionage thriller
future projects, including adaptations and further by Gary Kidney

explorations of untold stories from history. i et ey < b

War Il,’are going to love The e Scout Picture.”
-Independent'Book Reviews

One of the most moving moments of the episode came
when Kidney spoke about reader feedback. “The
response from veterans, historians, and even fellow Eagle Scouts has been deeply moving,” he
said. “It reminds me that historical fiction can not only entertain, but also educate and honor
those who lived through it.” That emotional connection is what Kidney sees as the true reward of
storytelling.

For fans of Ken Follett’s Eye of the Needle and Anthony Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot See, The
Eagle Scout Picture offers a deeply immersive experience that lingers long after the final page.
With its blend of historical accuracy, moral complexity, and heart-pounding intrigue, the novel
marks a significant contribution to the genre—and Gary Kidney's podcast appearance offers an
enlightening window into the mind behind the mission.

"The Eagle Scout Picture" by Gary Kidney is now available on Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

The BrightWord Books Podcast Featuring Author Dr. Gary Kidney

Episode 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0ZQVbYUDsk&t=283s

Episode 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEWPR2KIpyo&t=219s

Episode 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jS1SIcvkZkA
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Dr. Gary Kidney, author of The Eagle Scout Picture, is a retired educator and former Deputy Chief
Information Officer at Yale University. His WWII spy thriller follows a young American undercover
in Nazi Germany. With decades in higher education IT and teaching, he has worked at Yale, Rice,
Maryland, and Houston-Clear Lake. He holds multiple degrees, including a doctorate in
education and an MFA in Creative Writing from Albertus Magnus College, where his debut novel
began as a master’s project.
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