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Education and Skills Training Open Doors for
Refugee Youth in Jordan and Lebanon

Education and skills training empower
100,000+ refugee youth in Jordan and
Lebanon, creating jobs, boosting
livelihoods, and driving long-term impact.

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, June
20, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- On
World Refugee Day, the Abdulla Al
Ghurair Foundation (AGF) is drawing
global attention to a critical question:
how can we ensure that young
refugees are not left behind in an era
of compounded crises. Its latest report,
From Learning to Earning: The Impact
of Strategic Philanthropy on Vulnerable
Youth in Jordan and Lebanon, offers a
data-driven roadmap for enabling long-
term livelihood opportunities through
education and skills development.

During a visit to the UNICEF-run Makani Center in
Jordan, supported by the Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair
Refugee Education Fund, H.E. Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair
and H.E. Dr. Muhammad Al Jasser observed children
showcasing what they have learned through learning
suppor

Published under the Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair Refugee Education Fund, the report captures how
over 100,000 youth—53% of them female—have been reached across Jordan and Lebanon since
2018. Backed by AED 165 million in philanthropic support, the Fund’s model has enabled the
creation of 585 new businesses and supported 380 small and medium-sized enterprises, offering
scalable solutions in contexts marked by instability and economic hardship.

“It is with education that young people can develop their mind, their character, and a hopeful
perspective to become productive and self-reliant members of their communities,” said His
Excellency Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair, Chairman of the Abdulla Al Ghurair Foundation. “And we, as
philanthropists and educators, must empower them to find their own pathways to elevated
livelihoods.”

The report presents six case studies of locally grounded, context-responsive programs that
integrate technical and soft skills, English training, career coaching and employer engagement.
Delivered through grassroots and regional partners, these initiatives respond to a growing
demand for education-to-livelihood pathways rooted in dignity, relevance and long-term


http://www.einpresswire.com

impact.

It is with education that
young people can develop
their mind, their character,
and a hopeful perspective to
become productive and self-

Dr. Sonia Ben Jaafar, CEO of the Abdulla Al Ghurair
Foundation, emphasized the importance of strategic vision
behind the work. “Strategic philanthropy is at its best when
it empowers local actors and enables systemic change,”
she said. “We are equipping young people with skills while
reliant members of their helping them build confidence, agency and networks that
communities. ” support them to thrive. This is not temporary relief. It is a

Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair sustained investment in long-term opportunity for youth in
fragile contexts.”

Surveyed participants across both countries reported high satisfaction, improved job
performance and strengthened career networks. In Jordan, 94% said their work improved post-
training, while 65% secured employment. In Lebanon, programs focused on digital literacy,
entrepreneurship, freelance and remote work pathways as viable entry points into the
workforce.

The report also emphasizes the role of Zakat-based giving as a means of long-term youth
empowerment, inviting a renewed understanding of how Islamic philanthropy can advance
education and economic inclusion.

Learners themselves reflected the report’'s impact in their own words. “I am now studying IT at
the university because of the digital skills course | took and the laptop | received through the
program, which enabled me to explore and discover the field,” said a participant in Jordan. In
Beirut, another young woman shared, “I thought | was a loser. | didn't know how to write or read
so | didn't have motivation. But they encouraged me so now | desire to learn, and my morale is
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As global aid budgets shrink and conflict deepens across the region, the Foundation is calling on
governments, donors and civil society to co-create inclusive, resilient solutions that align
education with market needs and deliver real opportunity for the next generation.

Notes to Editors:

About the Abdulla Al Ghurair Foundation (AGF):

The Abdulla Al Ghurair Foundation (AGF), established in 2015, is the largest privately funded
philanthropic organization focused on education in the Arab region. It supports Emirati and Arab
youth through high-impact programs and strategic partnerships that build future-ready skills. To
date, AGF and the Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair Refugee Education Fund—administered by AGF—have
reached over 354,000 young people.

About the Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair Refugee Education Fund



Established in 2018, the Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair Refugee Education Fund supports refugee and
vulnerable youth in Jordan and Lebanon with access to secondary, vocational, and tertiary
education through high-impact, scalable programs that link learning to livelihoods.
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