
Almost Heaven: True Tales of Grace and Grit
from Small-Town America

From Truck Stops to Timeless Truths — A

Former Driver’s Heartfelt Tribute to Faith,

Community, and Redemption

CA, UNITED STATES, June 25, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- In a literary

world often dominated by fast-paced

thrillers and dystopian fantasies,

Almost Heaven by Thomas N.

Kirkpatrick is a refreshing return to

heartfelt storytelling rooted in faith,

memory, and the redemptive power of

small-town America.

Drawing from his years as a long-haul

truck driver and the sacred stillness he

found in backroad churches and

country communities, Kirkpatrick

brings readers into the fictional, yet

vividly real, town of Ballengee. Through

a series of deeply personal vignettes, Almost Heaven tells true stories of ordinary people—each

struggling, each flawed, and each touched by grace.

“I wrote this book because I believe we need reminders of what truly anchors us—faith,

simplicity, forgiveness,” Kirkpatrick shares. “Ballengee isn’t just a setting. It’s the place my

imagination goes to sort out life, to find clarity, and to meet God again in the voices of old

friends, quiet rivers, and dusty church pews.”

The collection features characters like Sarah Abrams, whose voice was silenced by tragedy but

whose poetry now echoes through the churches of Ballengee. Or Caleb Hodge, a man hardened

by life and liquor, who finds redemption through the unwavering prayers of a neighbor and the

memory of a loyal dog. Each chapter in Almost Heaven is a quiet offering—of struggle,

community, and unshakable belief.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FCCMYCXJ/ref
https://www.thomasnkirkpatrick.com/
https://www.thomasnkirkpatrick.com/


Kirkpatrick’s storytelling is lyrical yet grounded, with

echoes of Wendell Berry and Garrison Keillor. At its core,

Almost Heaven is not about perfection, but

presence—the presence of grace in imperfection, of joy

in hardship, of purpose in pain.

“I want readers to see that God is never far,” says

Kirkpatrick. “He’s there in the hum of a porch rocker, in

the quiet courage of a forgotten elder, in the tears of a

boy who just met Jesus at a revival crusade. You don’t

have to go far to find heaven—sometimes, it’s right there

in your own backyard.”

Almost Heaven is now available in paperback, hardcover,

and eBook through major retailers. Whether you grew up

in a small town or simply long for the values they hold,

Kirkpatrick’s stories will draw you home.
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