
Documentary Shares A Different Perspective
on Global Sustainability

Saving Walden's World is a documentary film that

explores sustainable lifestyles in foreign countries.

"Saving Walden's World" Documentary

Shatters Everything You Think You Know

About Success – Group Virtual Screenings

Available

BELFAST, ME, UNITED STATES, June 30,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Picture this:

a weapons designer who spent years

destabilizing countries suddenly

becomes the messenger delivering

hope to corporate boardrooms.

Sounds like fiction? It's not.

Jim Merkel's story reads like a

Hollywood script, except the plot twist involves real solutions that could save our planet. While

most of us debate climate change from our air-conditioned offices, Merkel went to the places

America once targeted as enemies and discovered they'd already solved the problems we're still

Jim Merkel offers a special

mix of practicality and

idealism; a workable mix.”

Bill McKibben

arguing about.

What if everything you believed about progress, prosperity,

and success was backwards? What if the countries we

labeled as "poor" or "underdeveloped" were teaching

masterclasses in sustainability while we drowned in debt

and anxiety?

That uncomfortable truth is exactly what Merkel captured in his eight-year documentary journey

– and it's why corporations across America are now booking private screenings to hear what he

learned.

The Shocking Truth About a Weapons Designer's Awakening

Jim Merkel wasn't always fighting for the planet. He was designing weapons systems that, as he

puts it, "I was destabilizing countries, … pumping up factions that were favorable to U.S. business

interests."

The wake-up call came in 1989. The Iran Contra hearings exposed how the KL-43 communication
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http://savingwaldensworld.org


The filmmaker, Jim Merkel as a young arms developer

Cameraman Robert Maraist on location in Cuba for

"Saving Walden's World"

system that Merkel helped design was

used by Oliver North to illegally arm

dictators favorable to US business

interests. Two years later, while

watching TV coverage of the Exxon

Valdez oil spill in a Stockholm bar room

while marketing that same system,

something snapped. As historian

Howard Zinn noted about Merkel's

transformation: "As a former engineer

working on weapons, his words have a

special power."

A Father's Quest Becomes a Global

Movement

By 2015, as a father raising his son,

Walden, in an off-grid home in Belfast,

Maine, Merkel felt an urgent need to

act. "I could feel a tsunami barreling

towards my son's future," Merkel

recalls. So he picked up a camera and

began filming his six-year-old son's

world, starting an eight-year project

that would take him across the globe.

The result is "Saving Walden's World" –

a revealing documentary following

Merkel as he raises Walden, a budding

scientist,  and wonders: could the very

people his past work targeted hold the

keys to a sustainable planet?

The Film That's Shocking Corporate

America

A journey into "enemy" territory

ensues, meeting powerful women who

reshape society to work for all. Far

from affluent utopias, Kerala, Cuba, and Slovenia offer women free college, access to

contraception, maternity leave, childcare, dentistry, and healthcare. Services unimaginable in

much of Jim's blue-collar America.

The documentary reveals that powerful women reduce infant mortality, poverty, and family size

while increasing longevity. During filming, a uniting characteristic became apparent – societies



prioritizing women's status attained a high level of human development. In fact, they achieved

many of the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals decades ahead of the 2030 targets.

The film's narrative device, "I was for all that stuff, until I was in it," serves as an olive branch to

the RED STATE/BLUE STATE divide. The film's 3-Act structure follows Merkel's journey: military

engineer to eco-zealot to father and teacher.

What Corporations Are Learning

The film asks a fundamental question: "Are there dividends to society from ensuring all have a

decent life?" The answer, documented across three very different societies, challenges

everything corporate America thinks it knows about success.

As climate activist Bill McKibben observes: "Jim Merkel offers a special mix of practicality and

idealism; a workable mix." While many countries might be deemed poor by capitalist standards,

these same countries might wonder at the unhappy realm of comparative materialism and

chronic debt associated with capitalist countries. "Saving Walden's World" gives corporate

leaders a chance to see a worldview largely absent from business media.

The irony runs deep: Merkel's early career found him trying to stop these very countries from

independence, making corporate audiences particularly uncomfortable in the best possible

way.

Real Solutions from Real Places

Merkel traveled to Kerala with retired UN Diplomat Saji Thomas, presenting the film to two

dozen universities and government organizations, documenting solutions that meet and exceed

the UN's Sustainable Development Goals decades ahead of schedule.

Author and social innovator Vicki Robin calls the film "a visual poem and a promise from a father

to the world's children, a promise that provides a glimmering future within our reach, if we shift

our thinking."

Group Virtual Screenings Now Available

Forward-thinking corporations are discovering that "Saving Walden's World" provides a

framework for understanding how social justice and environmental sustainability create

mutually reinforcing cycles of prosperity.

As part of a global outreach strategy, the film’s Impact Team is hosting Group Virtual Screenings

that bring this experience to organizations regardless of their location. "Virtual screenings have

allowed me to engage with groups worldwide, keeping my carbon footprint in check while being

present to my family on the homestead,” Merkel explains.  

Ἲ� BOOK YOUR GROUP VIRTUAL SCREENING

What You Get:



• Private virtual screening for your organization

• Live Q&A session with director Jim Merkel

• Direct access to the filmmaker's insights and experiences

• Interactive discussion tailored to your industry and challenges

Perfect For:

• Non-Profit Organizations members and staff

• Corporate leadership teams

• Sustainability departments

• Employee engagement initiatives

• Board of directors meetings

• Industry conferences and events

Merkel says he hopes this experience might challenge a team's thinking about what's possible.

For more information, visit www.savingwaldensworld.org

To Schedule a Group Virtual Screening, Contact - sharanya@savingwaldensworld.org or

jimmerkel@savingwaldensworld.org 

As disruptions and uncertainty make business planning difficult, could it be that Corporate

America is curious to learn from the places that solved the problems we're still debating? As

unintuitive as it might be, leaning in on the talents of the female side of the world’s population

could give your team the competitive advantage of real transformation.
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Saving Walden's World
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