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Ring Repair and Refinishing: How to Know
When It's Time for a Professional Touch

METAIRIE, LA, UNITED STATES, June 26,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Over time,
even the most treasured rings begin to
show signs of wear. Whether due to
everyday use, accidental damage, or
exposure to the elements, rings often
require repair or refinishing to
maintain their structure and
appearance. Recognizing the early
indicators can prevent more serious
damage and preserve sentimental and
material value.

Ken Bowers, owner of KenWorks in

Metairie, Louisiana, has worked with

thousands of rings in various

conditions—from heirlooms passed

down through generations to modern

engagement bands that have endured

daily wear. According to Bowers,

catching problems early makes a significant difference in both cost and outcome.

“Rings aren’t indestructible,” said Bowers. “When signs of wear begin to show—whether it's
thinning metal, loose stones, or dull finishes—it's time to take action before it turns into
something that can't be fully restored.”

Common Signs That Indicate Repair Is Needed

The most common sign is thinning along the underside of the ring, where metal is most
vulnerable to everyday pressure and friction. This wear can lead to snapping or severe
deformation if left unaddressed.

Another key signal is gemstone instability. Over time, prongs holding stones can loosen or shift,
especially in rings with claw or basket settings. If stones begin to wiggle or rattle, it typically
means the setting has weakened and requires tightening or reinforcement.
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Cracks in the band—whether visible or subtle—also point
“ to stress within the metal. These often occur in rings made
of softer alloys or those worn continuously during manual
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Visual Dulling and Surface Scratches

Surface dullness and scratches are expected over time,
especially in gold, silver, and platinum rings. While minor
marks are cosmetic, excessive scratching can change the
shape of the band and reduce its structural integrity. In

Ken Bowers

addition, matte or brushed finishes may require reapplication to maintain a consistent
appearance.

Rings that appear cloudy or discolored might be suffering from buildup, but sometimes it
indicates micro-abrasions or chemical reactions affecting the metal or stones. Regular cleaning
helps, but when standard polishing no longer restores the original sheen, refinishing may be
necessary.

Refinishing: What It Involves

Refinishing is more than just buffing. A complete refinishing process typically includes deep
cleaning, surface retexturing, scratch removal, and reapplication of original finishes. In some
cases, rhodium plating is added for white gold rings, restoring both luster and protective
coating.

Depending on the wear pattern, some rings may require reshaping, known as ring rounding or
annealing. This step corrects warping and strengthens the band’s circular integrity before any
surface work is done.

What Should Never Be Ignored

Discoloration of skin beneath the ring may suggest more than an allergic reaction. It can mean
metal degradation or plating wear that exposes reactive materials. In older rings, especially
those using nickel alloys, this should be addressed promptly to avoid long-term skin irritation.
Visible gaps in solder joints—especially in rings with prior resizing or custom work—indicate
separation that could result in a complete break. Solder seam integrity should be checked

regularly, particularly for rings with mixed metals or vintage settings.

Why Timely Repair Matters



Delaying maintenance can turn minor fixes into full reconstructions. For example, a loose prong
might initially cost very little to repair, but if a stone falls out and is lost, replacement can become
a costly and sometimes impossible task—particularly with vintage cuts or rare stones.

Similarly, postponing repair on a thinning band can lead to a full break, requiring the ring to be
cut, reinforced, and rejoined—a process that alters both value and history of the original piece.

Bowers emphasizes the importance of combining regular inspections with trusted
craftsmanship. “Most issues don't happen overnight. They build up quietly until the ring gives
out. Maintenance is key—not just for appearance, but for longevity.”

Trends in Repair Requests

At KenWorks, recent years have seen an increase in customers bringing in rings that have been
exposed to harsh chemicals, including household cleaners and sanitizers. These substances can
erode finishes and weaken certain gemstones, such as opals or emeralds, which are more
porous than diamonds or sapphires.

Additionally, as vintage jewelry continues to gain popularity, repair requests for inherited or
estate pieces have increased. Many of these rings require a delicate balance of preservation and
reinforcement, especially when integrating modern materials into antique construction.

When Repair Is No Longer Advisable

In rare cases, a ring may be too damaged to repair without compromising its integrity. When
metal fatigue, extensive cracking, or structural failure is present, jewelers may recommend
replication rather than repair. A replicated ring maintains the appearance of the original while
using new, durable materials.

Final Thoughts

Recognizing the signs of ring deterioration is the first step in preserving the beauty and
significance of a cherished piece. Proper care, combined with experienced craftsmanship,
extends the life of rings that often represent milestones, memories, and family legacies.
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