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Blake Smeltz Releases Debut Album,
Heartbreak Highway

Capturing the messy realities of growing
up, breaking down, and finding your way

LYNCHBURG, VA, UNITED STATES, June
27,2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Today,
country artist Blake Smeltz released his
debut album, Heartbreak Highway, a
striking collection of songs that trace
personal heartbreak, youthful —
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recklessness, deep loss, and hard-won H E n p -I- B p E Q H
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A project as lived-in as it is lyrical,
Smeltz distills the emotional highs and
lows of relationships, resilience, and
growing up across its 9 tracks,
cementing him as a bold, gritty and
heartfelt new voice in country music.
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From the nostalgic rush of “Nicotine
Daydream” to the ragged honesty of
“Good Faith” and the gut-punch ache of
“You Ain't Whiskey,” the album captures what Smeltz does best: making personal stories feel
universal. It's messy, real, and filled with heart.

Produced by William Gawley, Michelle Robertson and Dave Flint, Heartbreak Highway pairs
Smeltz's gravel-edged vocals with unflinching, modern country storytelling. With one foot in the
emotional territory of Zach Bryan and the other in the anthemic sway of Luke Combs, the album
unspools like a map of the moments that make a man, weaving Blake's vivid lyricism with the
emotional depth and introspection of lived experience.

Standout Tracks Include:

- “Nicotine Daydream,” a nostalgic, high-energy anthem about first love, Springsteen, and the
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memories that never quite fade.

- “Good Faith,” a heartfelt track about grief, growth, and
holding on to the people who help keep you steady when
life hits hard.

- “You Ain't Whiskey,” a raw breakup ballad comparing
lost love to the burn of whiskey's fleeting comfort.

- “Dear Old Me,” a reflective letter to the future self,
wondering if the sacrifices made along the way were
worth it.

- “Drive,” a moody, introspective look at escape and self-
reckoning, written for anyone who's ever needed to just
keep going.

- “The Road,” a slow-burning song about walking away
from bitterness and choosing peace, even when it
hurts.

"This album represents all that has made me who | am
today," said Smeltz. "All of these songs are inspired by my
life, as well as those close to me. | feel the album as a
whole helps put into words what many struggle to open
up about. It's for everyone, from the alone and
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heartbroken, to the happy and enthusiastic. Every word is authentic."

The album will be accompanied by a release party in Nashville at 6 pm on July 1 at The Local.

This album is authentic and
true, every last word. Each
song is a personal
experience, as well as being
inspired by those around
me who struggle to put
emotions into words.”

Blake Smeltz

About Blake Smeltz:

Blake Smeltz, a native of Evington, Virginia, has always felt
a deep connection to nature, a bond that resonates
throughout his music. A self-taught artist who wears his
heart on his sleeve, Blake merges sharp songwriting with
captivating storytelling to craft songs that are both

authentic and engaging. His raspy voice and tenderhearted

approach allow him to forge meaningful connections with listeners, drawing them into his world.

Inspired by country legends like Luke Combs, Zach Bryan, and Jason Aldean, Blake seamlessly
navigates genres, blending elements of country-rock, singer-songwriter, and everything in
between. In 2023, he emerged with Demos From the 434, a project that ignited his passion for
music and led him to ultimately release his debut album, Heartbreak Highway. Blake’s artistry is
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a unique blend of Zach Bryan's
introspective lyrics and Luke Combs'
soulful style, enriched by his own
powerful voice and heartfelt
storytelling.

Outside of music, his passions for
motorcycle rides, racecars, and life on

the open road fuel his adventurous

Rooted in the stillness of nature and

the beauty of God's creation, Blake channels these experiences into lyrics that resonate deeply
with his audience. With his passion for music and a life lived boldly, Blake Smeltz is poised to
take country music to exciting new horizons.
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