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LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, July

2, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

World Culture Film Festival 2025

concluded its highly anticipated edition

on June 26 in Los Angeles, bringing

together an extraordinary celebration

of cinema, culture, and community.

With a red carpet that shimmered with

international talents and a lineup of

films that challenged, inspired, and

connected, WCFF once again affirmed

its place as a global stage for

storytelling with purpose.

This year’s event delivered a Cannes-

worthy experience set against the

serene and inspiring backdrop of The

Art of Living center in Los Angeles. The atmosphere was both glamorous and meaningful,

blending cinematic excellence with spiritual depth. From the elegant venue setup to the

seamless coordination of screenings, panels, and red carpet moments, the production was

nothing short of spectacular. Attendees praised the festival’s world-class execution, describing it

as "a cinematic dream" and "the most exciting international cultural event on the West Coast."

A Night of Visionary Awards and Global Recognition

At the heart of the festival were the stories that dared to push boundaries, champion unheard

voices, and celebrate resilience. The festival honored excellence across genres, with top honors

including:

Grand Jury Awards

Best Director 2025: Shira Piven

Best Performance 2025: Jeremy Piven

Best Feature Film 2025: Rulebreakers

Best Impact Director 2025: Amanda Casimira Cryer

Best Feature Narrative 2025: Paper Flowers

Best Feature Documentary 2025: These Sacred Hills

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://worldculturefilmfestival.org


films that uplift human

consciousness, take people

out of desperation , and give

them not only a sense of

entertainment, but also

inspire them towards a

more responsible,

harmonious and conscious

life”

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

Grand Jury Award – Community Impact 2025: The Beyond

Project by Rachel Hile

Female Empowerment Award 2025: Women of Wonder

Grand Jury Special Awards:

India: Manjummel Boys

Italy: Travelling with Her

Mexico: El Guardián de las Monarcas

Nigeria: The Legend of the Vagabond Queen of Lagos

Celebrating Scripts and Stories That Matter

Screenwriter of the Year: Ela Roth Capone

Grand Jury Award – Best Impact Script (Tie):

Impact Red by Ela Roth Capone & Joey Capone

Merch by Simone Bartesaghi

Best Script Feature 2025: Sacred Sun by Michael Louis Gould

Best Script Short 2025: 6E by Dash Kolos

Spotlight on Student Filmmakers and Visionaries of Tomorrow

In a moving tribute to the next generation of storytellers, WCFF awarded:

Best Student Director 2025: Yamile Abuid for It’s Easy to Forget

Best Student Film Narrative 2025: Neither Donkey Nor Horse

Best Student Film Documentary 2025: Boil That Cabbage Down

Honorary Mentions for Creative Bravery and Vision

Tiger by Miles Butcher

Activism on the Hudson River by Ross Ferrier

Legend Has It: The Remarkable Rise of Stephen McCain by Hissoni Mustafa

Honorary Mention for New Vision: Shane Hernandez

Other Jury Favorites Included:

Best Animated Short 2025: Paper Cut Heart

Best Short Documentary 2025: Minding Shadows

Best Short Narrative 2025: Courage

Red Carpet Highlights

The festival’s closing night brought a dazzling array of talent and creatives from around the

globe. Among the notable attendees were:

Sam Ashgari, Aslayy Baugh, Jeremy Piven, Fulop Budavari, Jesse Morales, John Savage, Giulia

Lupetti, Micchi Berry, Prasad Romijn, Ashley Beloat, Tala Golzar, Naosheen Ahmed, and many

more. Their presence underscored the growing international reach and inclusive spirit of the

festival.

WCFF 2025 Luminary Award

A standing ovation marked the presentation of the WCFF Luminary Award to iconic actor John



Savage, honoring his lifelong contributions to cinema and cultural dialogue through film.

Gratitude and Vision

The exceptional success of this year's festival would not have been possible without the

visionary leadership of Anabelle Munro, Festival Director, Executive Director, and Head of

Programming, whose curatorial excellence and dedication continue to elevate WCFF as a beacon

for world cinema.

A special expression of gratitude is extended to Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, whose wisdom and

global humanitarian vision continue to inspire the spirit behind the festival’s mission and

setting.

Deepest thanks also go to Producer AmbiKa, whose creative spirit, grace, and tireless production

oversight brought this celebration of culture and cinema to life with extraordinary impact.

Together, their work transformed the festival into a powerful cultural landmark, a space where

voices rise, visions collide, and stories truly matter.

About World Culture Film Festival

The World Culture Film Festival is an annual international celebration of cinema that amplifies

voices from all walks of life. Rooted in diversity, creativity, and change, WCFF is committed to

spotlighting global perspectives through storytelling that inspires action and connection.
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