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Mikhail “Misha” Gebhardt of the Life Leap
Foundation Recently Featured on Close Up
Radio

HAGERSTOWN, MD, UNITED STATES,
July 7, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Life
Leap Foundation, under the leadership
of Managing Director Mikhail “Misha”
Gebhardet, is amplifying its
commitment to transforming lives
through social services that target
mental health, recovery, suicide
prevention, homelessness, and human
trafficking. Misha's remarkable
personal journey from an orphan in
Russia to becoming a source of hope
underscores the work of Life Leap
Foundation.

The foundation’s mission is rooted in
Misha's experiences with adversity,
resilience, and his fundamental belief
in the healing power of community.
“It's our life's purpose at Life Leap
Foundation to turn personal struggles into universal hope,” shares Misha. “If | can help one
person a day, even by a simple gesture of making them smile, that's an achievement for me.”

A Personal Journey of Triumph Over Adversity

Born in Vladivostok, Russia, Misha was separated from his siblings and placed in an orphanage
at eight months. His fate took a turn when he captured the interest of an American couple. After
overcoming unimaginable obstacles, including a temporary guardianship that brought further
trauma, Misha was adopted following the opening of Russia to external adoptions.

However, the road to healing was fraught with challenges. Misha admits to experiencing night
terrors and emotional difficulties, which were linked to his early childhood experiences. Early
adulthood brought more trials when he struggled with substance abuse. Following an overdose


http://www.einpresswire.com

at the age of 18, Misha began his road
to recovery and personal growth,
attending several rehabilitation
programs that help him conquer his
addictions and refocus his life's
purpose.

From Personal Growth to Community
Empowerment

This personal odyssey eventually led
Misha to FEMA, where he dedicated his 4 il
career to disaster recovery operations. 2025 LIFETOWN
The skills and insights he developed BUNCHEON
during deployments equipped him not
just for his role in national
emergencies, but also as a bedrock for
his philanthropic pursuits with Life

Leap Foundation.

Established in 2022, Life Leap Foundation offers hope by providing financial backing for
initiatives targeting mental wellness, addiction recovery, and more. The foundation collaborates
with institutions like Ohio State University on PTSD, suicide prevention research, and funds
scholarships for specialized recovery education through institutions like Heartland High School.

Heartland High School, a facility in Ohio devoted to the recovery of youth affected by substance
abuse or familial addiction, receives vital support from Life Leap Foundation. “Education
intertwined with life recovery skills is a model we champion,” Misha explains. “Seeing students
graduate from Heartland High School, ready for college or careers, gives us hope that we are
indeed breaking cycles of suffering and dependency.”

Lives Changes, Futures Transformed

Life Leap Foundation’s unique approach is reflective of Misha's belief in personalized recovery.
“Effective recovery is about more than abstinence; it's about finding and cultivating joy,” Misha
emphasizes. “We invest in individuals and organizations because we see the power in personal
connections and tailored support.”

Life Leap actively sponsors targeted interventions designed to promote resilience and self-
sufficiency. “We believe in creating environments where individuals rediscover themselves,
whether this is through working with animals, engaging with nature, or building new skill sets,”
explains Misha.



A Call to Action

Life Leap Foundation continues to push boundaries in its quest for social improvement. “Though
hurdles remain for many seeking recovery and wellbeing, there are always paths to healing, and
Life Leap is dedicated to ensuring no one has to walk that road alone,” Misha asserts.

For organizations and individuals eager to collaborate with Life Leap Foundation or advocate for
its mission, Misha extends an open invitation, stating, “There is so much more we can achieve
together.” Life Leap Foundation remains deeply committed to fostering hope and leveraging
personal stories like Misha's to fuel broad systemic change.

About Life Leap Foundation

Life Leap Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting initiatives in mental
health, addiction recovery, and societal reintegration. We believe in changing lives through
compassionate care and systematic support, one individual at a time.

Close Up Radio recently featured Mikhail Gebhardt in a two-part interview with Jim Masters on
Tuesday July 1st at 5pm EST, and with Doug Llewelyn on Tuesday July 8th at 5pm EST

Listen to the Podcast

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/part-1-close-up-radio-spotlights-mikhail-misha-
gebhardt/id1785721253?i=1000715558139

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-close-up-radio-242020413/episode/part-1-close-up-radio-

spotlights-283943989/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2X8Mx07mGleYgkOOAM6Qwu

For more information about Mikhail “Misha” Gebhardt or the Life Leap Foundation, please visit
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mikhail-gebhardt/ and https://www.lifeleapfoundation.org/
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EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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