
Chad Nicholas Is Redefining Scary for Gen Z
With Smart, Soul-Crushing Fiction:  Horror
That Haunts Across Platforms

With his sensational hit "Animal,"

Nicholas is more than just another horror

author; he is the epitome of the next

nightmare.

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, July

7, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

internet has a new literary obsession,

and it isn’t romance or fantasy; it’s

horror. More specifically, elevated

horror that taps into trauma, trust, and

emotional chaos. At the center of this

new wave is author Chad Nicholas,

whose breakout novel Animal has

become a viral hit on BookTok and

beyond. 

Dark, psychological, and disturbingly

human, Animal is not just a slasher; it’s

a reckoning.

To purchase copies of Nicholas’ page-turning tales of terror, click here:

https://www.thechadnicholas.com/

Animal is Nicholas’ most recent and breakout novel, a brutal, emotionally charged slasher that

has captured the attention of Gen Z readers across various platforms, including TikTok,

Instagram, and Goodreads. The terror begins with a full moon and a trail of slaughtered bodies,

seventeen victims, one survivor: an eight-year-old girl named Riley, found blood-soaked under

her bed. Twenty-five years later, the monster returns, and Riley is thrust back into a waking

nightmare. A new girl is attacked. More bodies fall. But this time, Riley isn’t a child, and she may

be the only one who can stop it.

“My horror novels are rooted in a sense of realism. I want readers to feel the fear in a way that’s

visceral and believable. It’s not just about monsters lurking in the dark; it’s about the unsettling

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.thechadnicholas.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Animal-Chad-Nicholas/dp/1956104038/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3TGNQR77AK4IS&amp;dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eOqmYByQqk_hpf_SXD4NbwaZqUoNdk4i9qW_-PfkkxI25OrNwzcMgrTWGwMF8YhOYtZ0Iv7ySuO_1TtMTxatt6ZQNHI4yu_bzdWqNDzPNpH8dddUd52L1UHxta-C8NxI1N2qk3EgfaLEwOdUrTqXyqkl3NbmhgujGr8obqwcEEQ13koE3eD5EhRIaz_bsuyUxPMc9c66JTJgba6tQfhFQQ5P43POQEXbQrJOn9pJmRI.lYZ4TWnjUGJengOpAClE2pNOpGMi1ecv0X7yDMKvOL0&amp;dib_tag=se&amp;keywords=chad+nicholas&amp;qid=1751830099&amp;sprefix=%2Caps%2C120&amp;sr=8-3
https://www.thechadnicholas.com/


idea that it could happen to you or

someone you know. That’s what makes

the stories stick with you long after the

last page,” exclaims Nicholas. 

Nicholas describes Animal as a

testament to the new direction he

envisions for horror, one that goes

beyond screams and jump scares.

Blending classic slasher tropes with a

modern, emotionally driven monster,

Animal delivers a psychological and

deeply terrifying experience that will

keep readers wide awake long after the

final page.

Gen Z’s appetite for horror is surging

like never before, with recent studies

showing that 91% of this generation

actively engages with horror movies or

TV shows, making them the most

enthusiastic fans of the genre. This

passion extends into literature, where

38% of Gen Z readers now prefer

horror stories, a notable jump

compared to earlier generations.

Driving much of this growing interest is

the influence of social media, especially

BookTok, which has become a

powerful force in shaping reading

habits. According to a Publishers

Association survey, 68% of Gen Z readers discovered new books through BookTok, and nearly

half of those fans purchased these titles at physical bookstores. Beyond just boosting sales,

BookTok has introduced a rich diversity of horror subgenres, connecting readers to stories that

are as varied and dynamic as the generation itself.

Animal is not the only standout in Nicholas’ repertoire of scares. In Nightmare, Nicholas explores

how guilt and buried secrets can twist the mind and resurrect the past. Scott thought the

monster was gone. He buried it. Forgot it. Or so he told himself. But when the bodies start piling

up and the scarecrow returns, he realizes some things refuse to stay dead, especially the truth.

"Nightmare isn’t about the thing in the cornfield — it’s about what you did to put it there," writes

one Goodreads reviewer. "And that’s what makes it so terrifying."

https://www.publishers.org.uk/the-booktok-generation-how-social-media-is-transforming-gen-z-reading-habits/
https://www.publishers.org.uk/the-booktok-generation-how-social-media-is-transforming-gen-z-reading-habits/


Shade, a dark and gripping psychological thriller that

explores the aftermath of one serial killer and the rise of

another, is yet another powerful addition to Nicholas’

lineup. Featuring an ex-soldier haunted by failure, a victim

wrestling with her own demons, and a killer more ruthless

than anyone expected, Shade boldly asks: “Can you stop a

monster without becoming one yourself?”

Together, Animal, Nightmare, and Shade reveal a writer

who isn’t interested in surface-level scares. With cinematic

pacing, moral ambiguity, and deep psychological stakes,

Nicholas is emerging as the voice of a generation that

wants more from its horror,  more meaning, more emotion,

and more monsters that feel uncomfortably familiar.

“Horror is a timeless genre that’s not going anywhere, but

today’s readers, especially Gen Z, crave something fresh

and meaningful. They want stories that challenge them

emotionally, that dig beneath the surface of fear to explore

real trauma and truth. As Gen Z makes its mark on the literary world, I aim to deliver horror

that’s not just scary, but deeply human and unforgettable,” Nicholas concludes. 

Check out Nicholas' unforgettable book trailer about Shade, and see why the critics are raving:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6NF2ISr70E

About Chad Nicholas

Nicholas is a dynamic writer and engineer known for his ability to blend thrilling narratives with

deep psychological insight. With a strong track record of bestselling releases and a growing

global readership, Nicholas has distinguished himself as a rising voice in thriller, mystery, and

horror fiction. His work has earned critical acclaim and drawn comparisons to some of the

genre’s most enduring classics.

Beyond his literary success, Nicholas holds a Master’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering from

the University of Texas at Tyler, demonstrating a unique blend of technical expertise and creative

storytelling. When he’s not crafting intense page-turners, Nicholas enjoys immersing himself in

movies, classic superhero cartoons, and comic books. He’s also an avid collector of action figures

and once proudly held the #1 worldwide ranking on the Teen Titan Challenge map in Batman:

Arkham Knight. This quirky achievement reflects his competitive spirit and love for immersive

worlds.

Website: https://www.thechadnicholas.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6NF2ISr70E
https://www.thechadnicholas.com/
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