
ROTHBLATT SPACE SETTLEMENT
COMPETITION 2025 SELECTS TRIO OF
WINNING SPACE BUSINESS PLANS

Anjan Balakrishnan and Nicholas Iraj Baumann, first

prize winners. Credit: Rod Pyle

The 6th Annual Martine Rothblatt Space

Settlement in our Lifetime Competition Is

Now Open

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, FL, UNITED

STATES, July 9, 2025 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- The fifth annual

Martine Rothblatt Space Settlement in

Our Lifetime business plan competition

wrapped up in late June at the National

Space Society’s International Space

Development Conference in Orlando,

Florida. Representatives of the three

finalists were brought to the

conference to present their space

settlement-related business plans to

an audience of well over 60 people

who each voted for the first, second,

and third place prizes of $16,000,

$10,000, and $6,000 USD. The

competition is hosted by the NSS and

generously supported by Dr. Martine Rothblatt who attended this year’s finals competition. The

event was emceed by Gabriel Rothblatt, Dr. Rothblatt's son.

The first place award went to Anjan Balakrishnan and Nicholas Iraj Baumann of Georgetown

University for their plan called Radiation Protection Solutions, an advanced, sandwiched design

for radiation shielding for deep space missions. Second place went to Dr. Richard Nederlander

and his team from Spargo Space Corp., featuring a business plan for orbital propellant depots.

Third place went to Trent Tresch for his plan called StratoLabs, a self-contained, high-altitude

balloon kit for independent aeronauts and researchers. 

The competition is intended to identify and encourage entrepreneurs to pursue space

settlement-related businesses that will help to enable the human settlement of space and that

http://www.einpresswire.com


align with Dr. Rothblatt’s vision for space exploration, development, and settlement. More

information and videos of Dr. Rothblatt explaining this positive vision for our future in space can

be found at the competition website, spacebizplan.nss.org.

In keeping with Dr. Rothblatt’s expansive humanist vision and belief in equity and inclusion, the

competition welcomes entries from anyone, anywhere in the world, as individuals or as teams.

Specific guidelines for entering can be found at the competition website. Note that entries must

be complete business plans as outlined in the competition rules and guidelines. 

In the past few years, hundreds of competitors from over 50 countries have engaged the

competition with a total of 126 entries. The 2026 competition is now open for submissions. Go to

the competition website at spacebizplan.nss.org and sign up to receive submission guidelines,

deadlines, and competition updates. The submission deadline for this year’s competition is

February 15, 2026.

ABOUT THE NSS 

The National Space Society is the preeminent non-partisan citizens’ voice on space exploration,

development, and settlement, reaching millions through its membership, numerous outreach

channels, and media activities. The organization was founded in 1987 via a merger of the

National Space Institute and the L5 Society. To learn more about the NSS and its mission to

establish humanity as a spacefaring species, visit us on the web at nss.org.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/829594641

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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